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 SERMON I -
- | Pa IAL/I-‘P‘,__P'I.{AN.S. 3. 8. |

Tes donbtlefs, and 1 connt all things but lofs for
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Je[us
mj Lordo . P R T .

4 H E Creature at beft is but fiuite, fo that we may At St. Maries
. very eafily look round about it (and asit is P/al.v_.'"“""""”"'ftc
1119 96:) fee an-end of all the perfelion of it 5] 5:’6: T
and withal (0 empty and defeciive, that the nearer Sermon I

" we come. to it; - the; more. we, difcover the ble--
4 ..~ . mifhes of it, and oftentimes-our own folly alfo

in overvalninpit.: Fuit maié; € eceé fuit Ledb. But Infinitum Gem 39- 38
mon poseft tranfiri 3 thé infinite perfeGion and fulnels of Chrift is

fuch, that"as none -knows ‘it, but-he that enjoys it; fo, he that

"knows and enjoys it moft, fees further cauleto acconnt bim more

shan all,"and " o} befides him, nothing. As, the longer the eye

looks upon the body of the Sun, the more it’s blinded from feeing

other things below, whilft it is more and more dazled with its

light and brightnefs. It was {o here with our Blfled Apoftles

‘whilt he by an eye of faith was looking up to the Sun of righte-

oufncfs, there was beighth and depth, length and breadrh, which

be could not comprehend.  Divine Beauty more ravithing at -the

fecond view 5 a growing excellency and worth (as fometimes of

the Sibylls Books) atevery after prizing, rifing toa higher rate 5

Andfo deilseus pesrlides latter thoughes proved the besters that,

as time was wheén Chrift in him{lf grew and increafed in-favour nuisber
both with God and man. Luke 2. 52. - So he is a rifing Sun fiill in J(“.'a“;";;"'i{“f"_
S. Paul’s increafing admirationand love of him , and that even ,,,';ﬁ,,,f; : !
when he had Joft all for bim. -To which purpole in thefe 7:b and fumpta 3 na-
82b Verfes (which we may call Paul’s Bill of Ratcs ) there are two vigantibus.
things very obfervable. -« . S ~ Galvin, in lo-
- 1."How he ‘doubles his words; dytuas, advla, {auiay, all three
words twice.ufed; and if you will take in that #jmuar in the 71b
verfle, and $¢nusdlny in the 8th; you have them thrice in two ver-
fes : - To expréls as the ftrength of his affc@ion, fo the fetlednefs
of his judgment, that what he {aid ;non excidit imprudenti, was not
a safn inconfiderate brag, which afterward upon better thoughts

" B he

cum,
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he ate up sgain; but what with bis whole beart, and moft deli-
berate refolution he would fand to, Nor is thisally Bat, confi-
der, as firlt how he doubles and trebles his words, fo .

2. Sccondly, wt crefcit, furgit eratia, how his fpeech rifeth.

1. Froman £aae in the 7b verfe to an daad uéy % 94 & in the
8th. "Ara. Bwt what was guin Icounted lofs for Chrift. But as
though he had faid that is not enough, nor fpoken firongly
enough, 1 havemore to fay, and that more confidently. éard uér’
%r 8 &) quin etiam certé; an affeveration not more unufual than
ttrong, and exprefling his fironger refolution upon further delibe-
ration ; no fewer than five Greek Particles pue together, and yet
no Pleonafm. nor any of them expletive, unlefs to (et forth his ful-
ler certainty and (etlednefs in this particular.

2. Froman dsirav. 7. what things, or thofe things to a wdyla:
2. 8. The indcfinite is rifen up toan univerfal, toan A/l things,
not only his Jewifh Puiviledges, (in the former Verfes,) but even
to his beft Chriftian Graces, (in this.) Noz did he think that he.
blafpbemed in faying it, though Bellarmine be bold to fay, that we
do,in fo intespreting ite '

3. From an iywuas, I bave accounted in the time paft, v. 7. o
an syiuas, in this 8b vetle, I do acconnt them fo for the prefent,
as not altering his judgment, or repenting of his bargain, as fome-
times men do of a formerly over-valued novelty, which aftecrward
they have lower and yet wifer thoughts of. But it was not fo with-
him, as appears from

4+ The 4tb ftep from lwuiay in the beginning of this verfe to
ewsgera inthe latterend of it.  For Chrift he accounted all things
not only Jofs, (which yet in themfelves might be precious, as ma-
ny.things are witlrthe Seamen in a florm, with an unwilling will,
caft over-board, then parts with, but afterwards grieves for) but
upon his better experience and eftimate both of him and them,even
vile dogr meat in comparifon of the bread of life.

5. Nay fifthly, from an #ySuas Euudar to ap i¢nuswbny. He did
not only account them lofs in his judgment, and readinefs to lofe
them, ‘but he had aétually loft them. And yet,

6. Whichis the fixth Emphafis, he accounted himfelf no lofer,
but an happy gainer by the bargain, as the laft words of the verfle
exprefsit. They are ixa yessdy xsedhoo. That Imaywin, and his
winnings were clear gains : for {o according to the Greek it is (o
be rendred. Tbat Imay gain Chrift.

In which words we have thefe two particulars.

I Thc



on Purvirerans 3. 8. 3
1. Thepurchale or thing valued, 73 Swsgiyor 75 yrdovag, e
Tbe excellency of the knowledge of Cbriﬂzeﬁa my Lord.
2. The price that he rated it at, and was willing to come up
to, and that was t0 the lofs of all things, Syipas wesla Louiar. Tea
doschtlefs, and I couns all things lof; for the excellency of the knowledge
of Cbrift Fefus my Lord. -
>Tis pitty thefe two (hould be parted, that (o rich a Pearl fhould
want {uch a wife Mcrchant rightly to value it. And therefore, as
1find them togethzr in the Text, (o 1 fhall put them togetherin
the obfervation that 1 {hall handle out of it, and it is this.
~ That there isa furpafling worth and excellency in the knowledge D, g,
of Cbrift Fefus oxr Lord, for which all things ave to be accounted lofi
"~ for a Belsevere
The firft branch whereof contains the Do&rinal part, andthe -
latter may ferve for the Application. .
. Tobegin with the firk. There is a furpafling worth and excel-
Jency in the kpowledge of Chrift Fefus our Lord.
For the fubjec of which Propofition, by the knowledge of Chrift |, §,bi,
Fefus, we are to under@tand the knowledge of whole Chaift, his
Perfon, God, Man, in Himfelf and Offices, the Prophet, Prieft,and'
King of his Church. 1In all which, Faith finds tranfcendent Soul-
ravithing excellencies and myfteries. :
Nor this barely fpeculative and notional, though even hereinit Neg.
hath an Jespx above all other learning whatfoever. So that Por-
Phyrie needed not to have pitticd Panl’s rare parts, as caft away
upon the foolifonefi of preaching. 1f I would bé a Scholar, I
would b: a Chriftian, I would read the Scripture, though I were
fo gracelefs as to do it only for the excellency of the matter, the
ftrength of the argument, the variety of choiceft flile and ftory,
allin it met together, which I {o over-prize in other Authors,
though afunder. If it were but only for bare learnings fake, I
would learn Chrift and his Gofpel. For what are all your fine- fpun
abftra@ions, extralions, fubtilties, demonfirations to this great ]
myfiery,God manifefiedin the flfb, juftified in the [pirit, feenof An- ¢ 13, 3, 16.
gels,&c. Here is work for a Doclor Angelicus : ftudy for an Angel,
1€ they, who always bebold the face of God in Heaven, have yet their ageb. 18.10.
face sowards the mercy-feat, and ixdupSor zwgandlas, s S. Peter Exod, 24,20,
exprefleth it, 1 Pes. 1. 12. even floop domwn earnefily, defiring to bave
a look s what an advamcemens of learuing isit tous (whofe Eyes
you know what the Philofopher compared t0) dvaxsuarvupbry metaphyf. 1, 1.

wesodny, with anunvailed fale 1o bebold the glory of the Lord in thee. 1.
: : B2 glafs3Cor.3: 18,

.
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4,,
glafi of the Gofpel; The bare Theory whereof.is (o neble and
tranfccndcnt. But thisknowledge (Haid) is not barely fpecula-
_ tive aqd mxoml *but
Affirm, 1: Fiducial. And fo mScnpture we have kmwlidge put for faih.

Fiducial. 'EZ:. 53.-11. Jobn'i7. 3. the knowledge of Faith whereby we apply
. Chriltfo our felves, and, know him to be ours,'as’ Pal here did, -
‘when he faith, the’ knowledge of Chrift Fefus’s _ bue.he'adds my
Cam ait prop-_Lord., And fo For Chriftsv. 7. and For the /(mwlcdgr of ¢ Chrift here
ter . excellen-Ti the Text are pur for the'fame. It’s 4  knowledge wheicby I gain
;’;’:ﬁ"',‘:::t Chrift, v. 8. and bave bim, and am found in bim, . 9. and not only
lige ‘excellenti an ablhty toconceive and difcourfe'of what is in him, and comes
amjuftitia ejus by him 3" for fo the Devilifh Renegado may be enlightned. Hebr,
qua nobis dona- o .4+ The Dgvil hlmfclf could (ay, I know who thou art, the inly
:’,:;_‘{,’,’,’3:’,‘“ one_of Ged, Lukg 4. 3 4. The greateft Scholars have not al ways been
Chrifts bcﬁ Friends. . Time was when the greateft Rabbies were
his worlt Enemies. Lucian and Porphyrie acute men, but tharpned
agamﬁ him. He was one of the wits of the World that faid, "Asé-
Y7, Eyumcﬁynr » that took cognifance of the caufe but only
to condemn the 1onocent. Unlefs thou lookeft at Chrift with
'Faith’s Eye, the more quick thine is, and the more earneftly thou
Tookeft on him, thou wilft cither more dcfpife hxm, o:dcfpau, or

prove more defperate 3gainit him s

Either more defperately mad, as ‘tlie man fet agamﬂ rhe Sun
with his Eye-lids cut off. Balaam a damned Witch with bis Fyes
apen, Numb. 243,15, 16+ None fpit more venom on Chiifi, than
‘they thatdoiton his face, who look and loath together.

Or more deeply funk in defpair, when thou haft fo muth’ ofan
eye as to fee a wrinkle on thine angry Judges- brow. In that Cafe
the more good that Iknow is to be had, and I have it not, the
more is my mifery, as the famifed man’s to fee food, which he
mult not taft of, or the condemned man’s to bthold- goodly build-
dings, and p‘cafant Fields and Gardens, which he paffech by, as he
i8.led out to exccution.  This knowledge therefore is firft fidncial, .
Experimen. a5 appears from v. 7,8,9. 2. Experimental, as lntcrptctcrs bring
tal. that v. 10, 11, &c. That I may know bim, &c. which is explain-

ed in thok following words, x 7 Sivawr, & 75¢ xeneriny. and

the. power of bis refurreciion, and the fellorofbip of bis fufferings, fuch

as that woman had that was bealed of ber blandy iffwe, Mark 5. It

is faid v. 33. that fbe ktew what was done in ber when (asitiso.

- . 30.) virtue bad gone out of C Chrift tgber. And (o, Then we know
« . €hiitindeed, when we feel virtwe coming from bim, . and hl:zad
o thae

Ta-33. 2,3..
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that we havc‘fcllowﬂ:;'p with bim > when whatfoever was in him,

was done ot fuffered by him,is really proved, yea and exempliticd
by fomething.in,us, or done by us, as the fruit or flamp of fome-

tbingthat "‘Sﬁl" in him. As thcn, .in ;his kind, we know T80

Prausy dvusdosas, the power, virtue,and energy of Chrifts Refur-
gection, as Pmd} Phrafe is, whcr;, Ec& _

. Inpoint of Fuftification (as the effe of it, Rom. 4. 25.) by this
evidence of his Victory eur Confciences nc’ affured that hl:yhz(b
fatisficd for our Dcbts, and overcome all the Enemies of our Sal-

. vations

- And in point of fandification (as the W» of it, Col. 3. 1.)°

our dead hearts are raifed up to a life of grace, and to feek thofe
things whicb are above.

This, This was the leffon which the Dolior of the Genmites was
yct d learning. . This fiducial experimental knowledge of Fefus
Cbrift was that, which he who was caugbs up to the third Heaven,
“was all his whole life ftill further afpiring to, becaufe when he was
at the higheft, yet it was ftill above "him :. which may be one part
of the meaning of this 73 Jasgixor,. of the Divine Excellency
of it. : : '

Which is-bere predicated of it, an umsgyxd & fupereminentia,
_as Interpreters render it, an admirable, {uperlative, incomparable
Excellency. : 'F3 - Smagixor: 7hs -y rdasas, whether an Hebraifm, or
Apicifrm, 1difpate not: but put fubffantively to exprefs its fub-
flantial excellency, as 73 soriewr Salutare Tunm, Luke 2. 30. t0 fig-
vnifie fuch a faving thing as we wanta word to Englifhic. Suchis
this, zdvmsebxor, Or as Photins senders it, vaepBdaroy, fuch an hy-
bolical tranfcendent excellency is there in this kpowledge of
Cbrift Fefus our Lord. o
. But (more particularly) this 73 Jmsgixer (I conceive) may be
Diftinctivum [pecieiy vel Gradns, fignifying the (urpafling worth of
it in comparifon cither of other things, or of fome lower degrecs
ofitfelf. . - - ) '

2. Predicate.

Zanchy thinks thislatter, and by~this Umsgiyor 7iis y:,aﬁainsr this

excellency of the knowledge of Chrift undetftands fome turther and
more eminent degree ot it; which every Believer had not attained

. unto, nor Pasl himfelf perfc&ly. For whereas there is a threefold
knowledge.of Chrift, Ex Lege, Ex. Evangelio; Ex vifione, from the
udows of the Law, the light of the Gofpel, and the full Vifion in
Glory ‘the fecond of them 1s more excellent than the firth, and the
_third than the fecond.. The firft he had paft, and attained fo(Enc
. o meafute



Excels all
other things.

/
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rmca.furc of the fecond 5 but the further degrees of it here, and the

perfe&ion of it in Heaven he makes account is this, 73 vasgbyor, the
top branch of this Tree of knewledge, or life vather, which therefore
ws heafpired to- v. 10, 11, 12. (0 here in the Text he accomnts all
as lefs and dwng in comparifonof. 1 may not quariel fo grave an
Author : but yet crave leave to expre(s mine own thoughts, viz.
that its meant of the whole Gofpel-fiducial-experimental [aving
knosvledge of Chrift, reaching even to the lowe(t and lealt degree ot
it, and efpecially in reference to jmftification, in which fenfc only
fome of thele wdyTa in the Text are to be accounted exvBeaa : and
yet in that fenfe truly there is a 73 daeglyor, 2 matchle(s excelle

in the leaft degree and meafure of she [aving kmowledge of
Chrift.

An®fo taking it as diftinétivum fpeciei, in worth and excellency.
it far furpafleth. 1. All other things. 2. All other knowledge
whatfoever. :

Firft, All other things, though otherwife and in themf(clves of
greateft worthand price. Fob goeth over all the Lapidaries moft
precious Jewels, and cannot find its match. Cap. 28. 15. to 20.
And fhould you (without ground) callin queftion his skill,yet you
cannot doubt of Solomon’s; whofe incomparable ability joined
with his long-fludied and dear-bought experience rendred him the
ableft Prifer of whatever was to be found in the worlds Inventory,
and yet he brings in the fame account, Prov. 3. 13,14, 15. and
20.15. whereyou find that Sitver, Gold, Rubies, a multitude of
them, nay all that yow can defire are not once to be compared witbh it.
And yet this.avouched by thefe two great men, whe by reafon of
their experience and enjoyment could beft tell on the one fide
what the worth of the beft things in this World came to. To
which if you willadd a third (tbat in the mosuth of two or three
Witne(Jes, this truth may be more fully eftablifsed) let it be our
Blefled Apoftle, who had on the other fide as deep an infight into
the unfearchable riches of Chrift, as any. And he, if he would

Either wi(h for others, it’s (not that of Auftins, that they might

bave afight of Chrift in the flb, but) that they might have & fpirit

of wifdom and revelation inthe knowlcdge of him. Epbef. 1. 17.

Or vote for himfelf.- So, as the Beatifical Vifion is the top.ftone
of his happinefs in Heaven : to be with Chrift is his qoary parror
xpéiasoy there (Chap. 1. of this Epiftle 2. 23.) fo, favingly to know
him is his 73 Sasgéy or here, that in worth and price infinitely fur-
paflcth all other things. This fhould have been furthcr.ptcﬂ'cg

an
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snd infiftedon, if I had now fpoken to them, whofe trade lieth
in fuch inferiour Commodities. But feeing that I am efpecially
dealing with you (Reverend and Beloved) whole more noble and
bonourable negotiation lies in sicher Treafures of Wifdom and
Knowledge , Give me kave to apply my felf toyou, and tell
Ou. -
7 2. That this Gaving keemwledge of Chrift is fignamer faid to be 1) other
a3 Sweglyer 7is yvbeses not only of all other things , but of all knowledge.
learniug and knewledge the moft excellent, -
Some kmowledge and wifdom being Earthly, Senfual, Devilifp.
Fames 3. 15. to which it is as light to durkmefs, which it not only =
exceeds , but expels and fcatters, as the Morning-Sun doth the
Night-fogs. So of old, when the Word became Flefis 5 the Devils
Oracles, even of their wifeft Apollo, became dumb.  § Aly @ 72
‘Abyia === As, before that, Mofes his rod and ferpent ate up thofe of
- the Egyptian Sorcerers. Exod.7.12. Such wifdom of Egyys. The
wifdom of the Fatber unlearns us.  To tomeh of taft of fuch a sree
of kuowledge is a forbidden fruit.
Other knowledge and learning indeed there is, which in thefe
Schools of theProphets hath long flourithed, and long and long yet
may and(God grant)more than ever,which we hope Authority will
yet_countenance and advance, that our Wars may not end in Bar- ,
barifm, and our Susbe turned into darkme(;i whiltt our Moon is A%.2. 20.
into bloud, notwithftanding the mad rage of divers brutith men |
that decry learning becaufe themfelves have none, like the Apein
the Fable, would not that others fhould have what they want, that
themfelves might ceafe to be ridiculous. This is but the Dogs bark-
ing at the Moon, which he cannot reach; or like their curfing the
rifing Suns light, becaufe it difcovers their nakednels. The Apo-
fle calls fuch Brate-Beafls, that fpeak, evil of the things they under-
fland not. 2 Pet. 2. 12, :
But, to return to my purpofe, though fuch kind of learning is of
admirable ufe in its kind, and next to the faving kmowledge of
Chrift the higheft perfection under Heaven; yet at this vasedyer it
firikes cop-fail (as Hugo Cardinslis noteth upon the Text) knows
its place,as an Handmaid to be fubje& and fubfervient unto Faith :
which, as it illaminates all other learning, and raifeth it up toan
higher pitch, {0 it withal regulates and fubordinateth ; it fclf ever
retaining the Soveraignty of being Scientia Scientiarum.
For this reafon, Prov. 1. 20. called'MD2N in the plural num-

bes fapientie; or omnimoda [apientia, all wifdom and knowllsiigc
ng
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b:ing contained and more than fummed up in the faving know-
ledge of one Chrift, that as it pleafed the Father draxtperarsran
Sai 7é wdyla, Epbef- 1. 10. in him to fum up all things, (0in him
allo to lay up allshe treafures of wifdom and kxowledge, Col. 2. 3.
fo that it would prove no hard task to demontftrate that what-
ever was choice and eminent in the learfiing ot all Philofophers,
and their feveral Se@s may be found {piritualized and fublimated
and infinitcly exceeded. in ¢be knowledge of Chrift. In Comparifon
of it Ariflotles intellelual vertmes are but meer fooleries. Platoes

. »3¢ ishere overmatched, dwsgixvoa adrla 73y 1in Philip. 4. 7. Take

notice there of the 73 vwsgiyor of .the- Text. It paffub all under-
flanding, though {poken bac of .one parcel of what we know. and
haveby Chrifts Hebeing theleained Greciins A'pha and:Omegea.

~ ‘Revel. 14 8. Containing more knowledge than all the Letters of

* Pro 9. 10,
¥ Pro,1. 7.

2Cor. 3.9.

Author,

‘their Alphabes put together can’ exprels; And His Fear (even to
that Y221 21 DY . Dext. 4. 6. that wife. and underftanding people )
both * 191N and ¥ YR not only the firlk impgrfed beginning,
but al(o the chicf head, and higheft apex:and pinacle of, wifdom.
H:re we meet with thae 117 WA that fubflansial knowledge. Prov.
8. 14. and that ‘woaumeluin@- segle, . that varicgata fapiemtia.
Epbef- 30 10" bothzhe 'beft gronnd, and the moft curious embroi.
derys that layeth the fubflantial ground-work of all our happi-
nefs and peace, in the hidbut holy and unchangeable Counfel of
the eternal God 3 and difcovers and difplays all the various and
glorious manifeftations of Gods Wifdom and love in His Son;and
to us His Servants, from election to redempsion, jultification, adop-
tion, [aniiifications till it rifeth up ac lait to glorification. And
doth this then fall lower than this, £3 Jwsebxor 7iic yrdeea¢ in the
Text. Doth not the knowledge of Chrift Fefus our Lord (as ourx
Apoftle faid in another refpect) exceed inglory.

More patticularly. The (urpafling excellency of this knomwledge
above all other may-be confidered in relpect of . '

1. The Author of it, whois God and Chyrift himfelf, both o¢b-
jeClum and principium intelligendi. Both Word, and Propbes, as
well as Sacrifice and Prigt.  The Adamant polifhed with its own
duft, and Heaven feen only by its own light. Chrift by th:e illumi-
nation of hisown fpirit, being a {pirit both of revelation to unbare
the obje&, and of wifdom to enlighten theeye. Epb. 1. 17.

You may know from whence this knowledge comes.

1. By whither it goes, intantum afcendis quantum defcendie, it
1cfts not (as the River to the Sea ) till it get to Heavenaat laft, and
therefore from thence it came at firfts 2. By
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2. Bywhom it infiru@s 2d viwia. Masth. 11. 25. 78 papg. o
1 Cor. 1. 2. makes Babes learned, and cven fools wife to falvation.
And who will wonder that even Sawl is among the Propbets, if God
be their Fatber. 1 Sam. 10,11, 13,13, It wasno otherthanthe
Wonderful Comnfellour that could enable a few Fithermen and
others whom the learned Greeks would call Barbarians * and * Ral y3 Mol
Idists to confute and convert a then learned World, and in after- Béighegs -
times the weaker Sexand weaker parts to non-plus greateft Schol- :5:,“" Az:;‘.::
lars; and to this-day poor weak fimple-hearted Chriftians to pionicus,
know thatof the myftery of Chriff, and the graces and comforts Rile Foba the
of ‘His Spirit, which many great Clerks are ignorant of. And al}l Evangelift.
this becaufe they are  @sodidaxlor, taught of God, and the other
surodidaxlos , that bave learns of themfelves :  And then, by the
better mafler, you may cafily judge who islike to prove the better
Scholar. o
If you fay, But doth not all knowledge agree in this, that all 0.
comes dorvn from the Fatber of light # Fames 1. 17.
I anfwer Jyes : and yet the {ame Apottle could, Cap. 3. 17. fpeak Anfe
of a gopla araldsy, a wifdom from above, and diftinguith it from
another fort, v. 15. whofe {pring-head lay lower, (o that although
all lawful knowledge comes from God, yet there arc upper and
nesher [prings, ' ,
Other knowledge. ) o
Either coming trom God as a' Creator; this as a Redeeiier.
Or that from him as a teacher by way of common illumination 3
this from him as our bead by the grace of wnion, in which fenfe he Mr, Perkiny.
is faid to be made of Godto ws wifdom. 1 Cor. 1. 30, -
This immediately infufed; That’s domum, that by ordinary
means and our own fludy and induftry is acquifitam. Now infu-
fed babits exceed them that are acquired : and that knowledge is
more full and clear which we have of God’s teaching than that
which we have of onr awwn learning. Daniel is ten times wifer than
all che Magicians, Cap.1 20. Oune thower from Heaven will filt
our Pools more than many Buckets of our own drawing. So thae -
Elibn(ets a Non ficut uponit. There’s none teacheth li'e God. Fob
36. 22. Noris there any learning like that which God thus teach-
eth, which is the firft dxsgsxd, o1 Excellency namely in regard of
the Author of it. . X
2. Inregard of the master and fubjedd of it, whichufechto in- Matter.
noble the facawlty aud [cience that is converfant about it. And this
alfo is Godand Cbrift again, Fobn 17.3. their Natuges, Attributes,
c Counfels,
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Counfels, Woiks, not only of Creation, but of Redcmption: and’
whichof thofe two are the greater works? And which therefore
the more noble ftudy? The former the Philofophet is taken up and
puzled with oW MY faid Fob. Cap. 26. v. 14. what poor fhort
broken ends arc they of knowledge which the ableft in thofe fa-
culties attain to s in which Galilens with his glafs is thort. fighted,
and Ariftosle (whom after-ages have defpaired to exceed, and not
dared to contradi@) in his Problems chufeth rather to content him-
felf with Queries than to venture upon Refolutions and Determi-

- mations. But a greater even in this kind than Ariftotle, nay than

Solomon is bere : and matters of higher [peculation, and more
Divine Contemplation. God became mans Man born of a Virgin.
Here you may fee Life Dying, and yet when dead reviving. 1 can-
not (ay all that is, nor may Iall Ican.. The great Dodlor of the
Gentiles, when he cannot found the bottom, flands by the brink
and crics, & BdG-+ O the depth of the riches botb of the knowledge
andwifdom of God: bow unfearchable are bis judgments , and bis
ways paft finding ouss Rom. 11.33. Here are judgments unfearch-
able! nay riches of grace infcrutable. Epbef 3. 8. Peace paffing una
derflanding. Pbil. 4.7. 7. joy unfpeakable. 1 Pet. 1.8. glory unus-
scrable. 2 Cor. 12.4. light unapproachable. 1 Tim. 6. 16. here
are thole |1 12N the great things of the law. Huf. 8. 12. Here
thofe 7& usyaadia 43 @s%, the wondrous things of God and Fefus

. Chrift, wholc Name is Wonderful. Ifa. 9. 6. all he was, and did,

and (uffered,a miracle. The Apoftle bath fummed it all up, and
callsit ulya pusiewr. 1 Tim. 3. 16. agreat myftery. He indeed
there faith,that it was believed in she world.But it was by them who
werc above the Woild, in whom faith exceeded reafon, and hu<
mility difcovered qwifdomi in that in which the Greeks proud
learning could (ee nothing but fuolifwefs, fo much wifer is che
foolifbnefs of God than the wifdom of man: and fo much more ex-
cellent is the knowledge ‘of Chrift than all other learning, by how

" much he himf{lf, whois the chief leffonlearnt by it, excells all

Pooperties
Effc@s, Ends:

other things, whois 4 in A1, and thercfore without him all
elfe is juft nothing.

3. A third, fourth, and fifth excellency of this knowledg:,
might be thewn in its preperties, and in the effeds it producech,and
in the end it leads to, which three, the both pofitive and compara-
tive goodnefs of any thing is wontto be judged by, which I bave
not time diftin&ly and at large to profecute, but muft ca®t al}
thefe (uffrages into one Urn, and read (o many of them as the time
will permit, and as they come to hand. 1» This.
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1. Thisis found and fubflantial knowledge. Prov. 2. 7. as clo« '
fing with the fubftantial wifdom of God 5 whereas our other great-
eft wifdom is often vain. 1 Cor. 3. 20. and much of our know-
ledge, MY MW [eiensia ventofa, an aiery vapouring wind. Fob-

15. 2. and many of our ftudies both in younger and riper years,
00 better than Elians xeire drarduaray in which we lofe our time,
and if at laft we find not the way to repent of it, may come to
lofe or felves too. T

2.1Cs fure and certain.In other fludies we walk much in the dark,
elfe Fob had not been fo foon pofed, or we (o much puzled as we
are {ometimes tocome t0 a clear Demonftration. What a clathing
was there between the Academicks and Stoicks, about this Quere.
Whether all onr knosoledge were Science ar Opinion? yea, and in Laffant. ), 3
many thingg that we think we know, how oft is a Pythagorean © 3» #*
dolds Sen, tB€ amtbority ofa fallible mafter rather than the sruth of
the leffon, that which our knowledge is laftly refolved into? But
here, we have Chrilt she faishful witnefs. Revel. 1.5. the holy
Ghott a fpirit of srush. Fobn 14.17. the Scripture a- moft fure
word. 2 Pet. 1. 19. that here tob: a Sceptick isto be an Atbeift,
whilft faith is above Science, and belief above Demonftration, fa-
fiens on that which Reafon cannot reach, believes that which it
felf cannot prove,and adheres to that which fznfe contradiéts,
COMCS to an dvar7epfiras without comradidlion. Heb, 7. 7. toan
suoroyvutrws without controverfie. 1 Tim. 3.16. nay to a #2876
¥is wangspeeias to a rich full fuil of affurance, without fo muchss
the leaft (tumbling{crupling doubt. Col. 2. 2. .

3. I’s an experimental knowledze, following upon pardon .
(They Pall know; for Iwill frgive) Fer. 31.34. and knowledge
_ by remiffion. Lukg 1.77. and joincd with fonfe. Philip. 1.6.
fo that we fee the promifed Land, notas in a Map, but as Travcl-
lers that have been there with the Samaritans. Fobn 4. 420 we be-
lieve ot becanfe others bave told us (which yet moft mens know- ,
ledge of Chriit is refolved into) but upon eur own knowledge, and
that knowledge upou our fenfe and experience, as Fob, I bave beard
of thee byshe bearing of the ear, but now mine eye fecth thee. Chap.

42.5. I'hearandIfee, I fecand I fecl, and I feel more than I can
exprefs or fully underftand. I have found God to me what he hath
faid in his word : and there is that in my heart which contradi&s
fuch and fach falfe DoGrincs that are contrary to it 3 {0 thateven
when my head is (o weak that I cannot fometimes anfwer the Ca-
villers argument, yet mine heart from an insas exijtens, denies the

C 2 , Conclufion s
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The Firf SERMON:

Conclufion; that when I come to read and hear the word, i’s
like two men reading of two Copics ofthe fame evidence. The
original I find in my Bible, and the Counterpane I find in my
heart,and thevefore-dare fign it and feal it with my bloxd. O happy
Minifters 'if we frem our own hearts we could fpeak to the heatts
of our people, could fay With the Pfalmift, Come and bear all ye
that fear God, and I will declare what be bath done for my foul,and
with Chrift. Fobn 3. 11. we fpeak what ne kaow, and with the
Apolile, what we bave beard and feen, and onr bands bave bandled
of the word of life, that declare we unto you, Fobn 1.3. O that we
never [pake of that which we are leaft acquainted with,and againk -
that fin which it may be we are notorious for ! If fo, however we
may preach Cbrift, yet certainly we do wot favingly kwow Chrifts 1
for this excellent knowledge is an experimental krmwi*e.

4+ And fromall the three formerin the 4¢b placé; it comes to
be truly delightful and fully fatisfaCtory, and in which the mind
doth fully acquicfce, as driffotle (aith, MWMecins eft in quicte. #n
other ftudics the mind is reftlefs, and its diffuifttions endlefs ;5 the
vaftnefs of its capacity not being able to be filled up with the fulleft
view of inferiour objects, but here meeting with an infinite God,
and his infmite wifdom, juftice ad mercy-in Chrift, the largeft
Veflcl is filled up to the brim in this Oceans the wavering Needle
is fixt, and the Dove hath found a place where to reft the fole of ber
foot 5 fits down,(and with Peter when he faw Chrift tansfigured
Mutth. 17. 4.) faith, B’s good o be bere, is fatisfied in all ics
defires. . ) ~ .

And, let me add, is more than fatisfied for all its pains. Sole-
mon in all his other Enquirics, confcfed he dealt with folly and
madnefi, and in the clofe found nothing but vanity and vexation,
fa that he comes to bate all bis-labomr, and to rcpent of all his
pains 5 aswe fhall of all our other ftudies, if with them we fludy .
not favingly to Rnow Chrift. :

Tacknowledge indeed that a ferious ftudent in other asts takes

great content in that very fearch, and much more in the finding

ot of fome truth, which lay in the dark, and he was much fet upe
op, and this not only in‘more (olid Demonflrations- (and then 4y
chimedes as well apaid Cries out with his EJgnza) but {fometimes
even in fome minim Criticifm, as [ remember the learned Cafanbeosn
in his Annotations upon Athenens hitting (as he thought) upon
the true notion of a certain Greek Word, profefleth that the con-

tentthat he found therein, and fuch like, was a full (atisfation .

fox all his pains in all his ftudicse . ' Buyg .-
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- But alas! what is fuch a word to the Effential Werd of God!
what is ‘Archimedes his Cylinder to Jelus Chrift ? or what’s his
sJgmea to the fatisfaGion of the Spoufe fick (not of other guefions
as 1 Tim. 6. 4. but) of love. Cant. 3. 4. when fhe had found her
loft Saviour! If it be {0 pleafant athing, to fee the Sxn. Ecclef
11.7. what is it to behold sbe fun of Righteoufnefs ? 1fthe top of
Heavens joys be from an open-faced Vifion,then, even thefe glimp-
fes, though but as in & glafs, and through the Lattefs, fets the
ravithed Soul on the higheft Pinacle of content and comfort, which

. it can be here lifted up to.

s. Which leads me to the laft excellency.of this Divine Know.
ledge, and it’s the unvaluable benefit and profit of it. The pleafing
itch of dclight oft-times accompanicth other ftudies which are
moft vain and ufelefs, and in the upfhot mifchievous. But, Qi
mifeuit wtile dulci, is an drtifiindeed, The wife man is profita-
ble to himfelf (faith Elipbaz, Job 22.2.) and here, Qui frucluofa,
non qui multa [cit, [apit, which made Ladantins adventure upon

. abold comparifonbetween the vulgar Idiot, and the great Scholar,

Q‘J

& made him bold to conclude,Plus [apit interdum vulgus, quia tan-
sum quantum opxs eft fapit, becaufc the one knows though but little,
yet whats prohtable to his purpofe: the other upon his great ftudies
and readings, or Common-Place-Book like a rich treafury top-
ful of Notions, is a Di&ionary of Words, and a Bibliotheca mate- Molanus; -.
riarum (as he called his Book) a whole Library of learning , but '
fealed up with this Motto on it.  Cui bono 2, Ncither Prels nor
Pulpit, himfelf or others better’d, but often wronged by it 3 ma-
ny a full-fluft Scholar being. a very empty ufelefs man, whilft he
fludieth more Sciences than Ar¢s, and fo defires only to know, and
fo in'infinitam; withoutend, to no end, knowing more than he ei-
ther gets, or doth any good with. . .
But *man who was the wileft man, and thérefore beft knew
whereilt wifdoms greateft excellency lay, Gith, Wifdom is profisa-
ble to dired. Ecclef 10.10. and Prove 14. 8. that the wifdom of the
prudens is to diredl bis way 3 not to be fluttering about every thing,

" as the Butcerfly about every flower, and fo be fomething in every .

thing f4nd nothing to purpole iu any thing, but (as Plato in his

Tbeages well thews) to know my idior x:?o,, and_that I may get

and do fome good by it, as the Bee that fits and fucks the Flower

from which fhe may get Honey to her Hive. I this is properly 2 Chron. 30.
good knowledge. Pfal. 119. 66. and in thisabove all the faving 22,
kwowlgdge of Chrift excells, The_ fruis of the tree of knowledge h:i'

' ) o T this
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The Firff SERMON

this double bait of pleafure and profit. Gen.3. 6. but an book,
withal, that took her who was taken with it. But in this kuowledge
of the tree of life, there’s the bair without the book; Milk and Wine.
Ifa. 55. 1. and no poylon in cither; greateft pleafure and profit
mixt together, making bappy, and adding mo forrow with is. 'Let

" me name a few particulars.’

1. By this knowledge of Cbrift we come to the beft knowledge
both of God and oxr felves.

.- Of God, for his glory and beauty is moft feen in the face of Fe-
fus Chrift. 2 Cor. 4. 6. The Fatber here isbeft, is only known by the
Son. In the Creatures we behold his foot- fteps, but here bisimage ;
even the exprefs image of His Perfon.  Hebr. 1. 3. In the Law his
Holinels and Juftice, efpecially looked out. In Chrift and his
Gofpel fhine forth Holinefs, Juftice, Mercy, all and altogether,
and all in their perfection, and of all his mercy moft, by which he
would be moft known to his peoples the vail is nothing to the
face uncovered. 2 Cor. 3.

Of our felves.
Out fins by his fufferings. No way for the more full fearching
of our bloudy wound comparable to the confidering that Plaifer

-of his blond, which was fbedto beal it.

Our Duty. We have no ftronger inducement, nor fairer Copy
of doing and fuffering, than to confider what our Lord Jefus

‘Chrift hath done and {uffered before us, and forus. In all which

our true Abimelech Father-King (aith (as that other did.  Fudge

9+ 48:) Look on me, and do likewife.

2. A fecond bencfit of this kmomwledge is, that it’s a transforming
kxowledge. 2 Cor. 3. 18. whilft we are looking into the glafs, we
are changed inso the image. IntelleCius fit idem cum objeéto. The Eye
and man is made /ike that he /ooks on. Here, as in the ftory of the
brazen ferpent, a look_beals, and the man (with Nebuchadnezzar.
Dan- 4+ 34, 36.) ceafith to be a beaft, when be comes 1o bis nnder-
ftanding. This knowledge and wifdom joins pra&ice with notion,
and moral vertucs with intelle@ual, is not it felf only Heavenly
and fpiritsal. Col. 1..9. pure and peaceable. Fam. 3.17. but
(which is more) malip us{o. But fodoth no other knowledge, X
mean the knowledge of no other things, or fome other kind of
Knowlcdge of Fefus Chriff. - :

For the knowledge of other things like the Glow-worm, hath
more light than heat in it ;5 as he faid of the Philofophers Books,
animum non dans quis non babent.  Selomon’s experience inktha;;

m
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kind toldhim, that what was crooked condd ot this way be made
fraight, and Pawd tells us.Rom. 1. 21, 22, &c. how brutith the moft
knowing Heathens had then proved; as after-ages and Authors do
hold forth their greatelt Philofophers defiled with fouleft Lufts, Solen, deowes
not Socrates himfelf exempted. Per canem & anferem dejerare,and xoirwg apud
galnm ZEfenlapio were none of his Beautics, and others matter of Fi*4rcbum.
his fouleft blemifhes. The Apoftle, 1 Tim. 6. 9. calls them foolify 675552 ‘i"‘
lufls, but yet {uch as the able@ of thofe Sons of wildom were dif: errinm, La-"
honoured and defiled with. : Sant, 1.3. ¢,
And for others, who by the preaching of the Gofpel come to 2°-
fome kind of knowledge of Chuift; truly oft-times the lighe they The Guofticts
have is fo far from dire@ing them in the way, that by it they take would be fo
* .advantage to rux the more.oxt of it, like them. 2 Pet. 2. 21, 22. Called from
that proved Dogs and Swine for filth-and rage, even after the :';"'rg:::i“d'
knowledge of the ways of right eaufwefs;uone ufing to be more loath- lnosvlcdge in
fomly flthy, or defperately mad againft Chrift than they who the things of
have becn enlightned to fee only fo much of Chrift as to make God ¢ but fo
their foar eyes {mart, and themfelves fret and blafpheme. Thofe ?;:l;’ ';t'h.“
eov1dirles, Hebr. 6. 4. cammit that irrecoverable fin, and the Dz- mere %TOP"
vil is a Serpent as well for his venom as his {ubtilty. Very knowing name of Birs
men, yet known for many notorious mifcarriages ("their Lufis 1i- borite, Augu-
fing up againit their Confciences, and their practice quite croﬂi_ng'"}'"' de beref...
their light ) have been nogreat ftrangers, cither in the World, or
in the Churches of Chrift. ]
3. In particular, thisis an bumbling knowledge,which to be faid
of any other knowledge would be little les than comtradiciio in
adjeclo, for Paxl faith, Knowledge puffs up. 1 Cors8. 1. who him-
fcif had a prick in the flyp to prick that Bladder, that it mighe
not (well with abundance of Revelations. 2 Cor.12.7. Other
things, as profits, pleafures and the like, are too low for a wife
man to ftand on tip-toes upon : He accounts it but childith for -
any to account himfelf fine for fuch gayes and brouches : yea, but -
knowledge and learning is a more Divine {park, and hath in it -
(he thinks) that which is worth being prowd of 5 and out of that
pride oft-times accounts Chrift and his Ordinances and ways
Soolifbnefs. 1 Cor. 1. 23 C
But the more that thou favingly knoweft Chrift, the better thow
wilt know thy {cIf, and that (1 am (ure) willever be with better
thoughts of him, and worfe of thy (elf, as fob when he feeth God,
he abbors bimfelf. Cap. 42. 4, S Peser Rnowing it wasshe Lordsbat

was prefent, cofts bimfelf down inso 1he Sear Jobn 21. 7. ansi the.
o o , ints
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“Saintsand ‘Angels in Heaven whilft they have neareft acccﬁ, and
“fulleft view, ftand at 2 moft reverential diftance.

4. Fourthly, and laftof all, (which is the upfhot of all) this
is @ faving kmowledge , that makes us:wife to falvation. 2 Tim.

-3¢ 1§

1. That makes us pleafing to God. Hebr. 11. 6. and juflifieth

. usbefore God. - Ifa. 53. 1 5. which other learning and knowledge

not {an&ificd and fubdued by this comes crofs to, but always falls
fhort of, for (whatever it may to others, yetas our Apoftle @ith
of meat, 1 Cor. 8. 8.) it commendeth us not to God. Nom ewim ab
¢o peritis, [ed fides exigitwr. It may indeed make our fices fhine

-more bright before men. Ecclef. 8. 1. but we are never the mose
- amiable for it in God’s:Eye, if he do not look upon us in the face
-of Fefus Chrift: and therefore it is, that whil& 20 babes and chil-

dren bis Son is revealed. Masth. 11. 25. there are but few of thefe
great wife men that arc called unto shis marvellons light. 1 Cor 1.

26. But on the contrary rather as they by reafon of -their pride

are ufually .at odds with him, fo he (who ufeth to refif sbe prond)
hath a controverfic efpecially with them (with the wife men of

-Edom. Obad.v.7, 8.) and accosdingly is wont purpofely to fec

himfelf to befool fuch Abitapbels in sheir Comnfels, and to take

“fuch Foxes in their own craftinefs, that fo he may cat down thofe
Aoyrouds; Sxvpduala, vl dudle and yefiuale. 2 Cor.10. 4,5 thathe

may bring all into Captivity to the obedience of Chrift.
- 2. But, toend all, feeing God himfelf. Dens. 32. 29+ accounts
it the highe@® point of wifdom t@ confider the latter end; herein
above all appears moft eminently this 73 Jasedyer, the fuperemi-
nency of this faving kmewledge of Chrift.  TFhat it layesh in for
death, and providesh for eternity. .

Now in Death all thy other learning, which thou haft fpent fo
much time and pains for, is quite loft. Thy bark is fplit, in which
all thy treafure was flowed; nor is there more treafure {unk in the

.Sca, than there is learning buried in fome great Scholars Graves,

which is a great lofs to the Church, State, nay it may be to the
whole World, and yet may be the greateft to them{elves. What-
ever their Notes may do to others, fuch Notions will not then help
themfclves : fo thatin cafe by that time they have got no better
learning 3 the hard Students Candle, which was wont to out- -

. watch the longeft night, will grow dim in that Evening, and burn

blew in that damp, yca and quite go out in that darknefs. And

fo notwithttanding all thofc formes fparks (‘more precions than '

thofc
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thafe of Diamonds) he may then lic down with forrom. (Ifa. 50
11.) with this Motto on his Study-Door. Qualis artifex pereo!
the knowing man not then knowing what will become of his
Soul, Quor nunc abibisin laces # or if he do, the more is his grief,
when with angith and horror he thinks and faith , firgunt in-
dotii &r?i:m calum. 1 repeat not what followeth in the fen-
tence, as defiring it may never overtake any of us in thofe firaits..
But wo to us if it do.

But the more bleffed therefore is this more excellens knomwledge,.
that we now fpeak of which isnot fo mucha tree of knowledge,
as a tree of life, and is therefore called esernal life. Fobn s7.3..
by which my Soul lives indeatlr, that I can tell what to do, when.
other far more learned men are at their wits end : that in mine.
evening I may bave light. Zech. 14.7. whilt others far more
fharp-fighted flumble in that dark entry into omter darkwefz for
ever. O give me that fweet Bird that will fing in fuch a Winter, - :
that Jamp of a wife Virgin, that will burn clear as midnighs s that spanp, » 5. 6
sorch which will not light my body to the Grave, but my Soxl 1, 7, 8. '
Heaven. 1, this, this is the light of life.” Fobn 8. 12. by which, '
when my bodily eye grows dim, and upon my eyelids fits the gloomy, ob 16.16.}
fradow of death. 1 may then lift up an Eye of faith with Steven.
at the very point of Death. 4éf 7. 6. and then fce Chrift more
clearly, and know much of him more fully than ever before, as
itis related of Oecolampadius, upon his Death-Bed, being asked alii Apoph-
whether the light of the Candle troubled him, laying his hand on thegmata mo--
his breaft (aid, Hic sbunde lucis eff, or with Lexremins. Az Nyx Ticwivm
mea stenebras non babet. The more darkne(s without, the more
light within; when the Curtains are drawn, Chrift more un-
vailed 5 and when the dying body fmells now of the Earth'to
which it is finking, the Divine Soul (ut in rogo Imperatoram ),
favours of Heaven, to which it is alcending with a farewel-faith,
and_ welcom-Vifion, no more to fee Chrit, as here , through 4
glafi darkly, but face to faces to kuow bim o more in pars, but  Cor. 13, 12:.
even as I am known. 1 clofe mine eyes to fce my Saviour, and like -
old Simeon lay down my head in my Fathers bofom,with his Nuse
dimistis. Now Lordlet thy fervant depart in peace, for mine exd.
bave feen thy falvation. ‘

\

E Text had two patts.
1: The Purchafe, 73 Jasgbyor Tis grdosng , the excellens 11 Sermon-
knewledge of Cbrift Fefus our Lord. 2. The price that ous. Apo- 2::'9’!:: ;;zz
- D. € 18.3646.. ’
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ftle was chearfully willing to come up to,that he might compafs i,
Nysuas advla {nular, be accounted all things lofs, that be might
ain ite
e in the handling the former part the laft time I endeavoured as
I was able (though infinitely under its worth) to hold forth and
commend to you the fupereminent excellency of the faving know-
Yedge of Chrift above all ather things, and all othes knowledge what-
focver. But as (they fay) th:%ews are now wont, when ever
they build an Houfe to leave fome part of it imperfe& in reference

- to Jerufalems wuins which they would remember, fo inall our

. 8 King.10, 7.

Ale 1.

largeft difcourfes of Chrift and his Excellencies of neceflity fome-
thing, yea much -muft be left unfaid , becaufe there is infinitely
more than we can comprehend : the balf of our Solomens glory will
never be told. Here the moft copious and fluent Orator mult clofe
his imperfec fpeech with a Dicebam inftead of a Dixi, and draw
the Curtain of {ilence over thofe siyarterla, which he cannot
draw and fet out to the life.. - And yet it’s good digging deeper in
fuch golden Mines,and anpther hour would be well fpent in view-
ing and admiring that infinite excellency,which in Heaven we fhall
be adoring to Eternity. Should we lanch out, we may foon be
fwallowed up in that. bottomlefs Ocean. ‘And thercfore for this
time let usrather draw the net 1o the fbore, and in the fecond ap-
plicatory part of the Text fee what we bave taken, or whether
our felves ratherbe fo taken with an holy admiration and defite
ofit, that with our Apoftle we can be willing to fuffex the lofs of
oll for it. "AnAa pir ¥y 98 ), yea donbtlefs, and Icount all things as
Lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord.

And if thatbe fuch a tranfeendens excellent knowledge.

Firt, How low thould the confideration ot it lay even Scho-
lars of the higheft form in their thoughts and eftimate of all

. their other knowledge in comparifon of it! and of themfelves as

~Cap, 22413,

long as they fall thort ofit. Behold 1he beighs of the Stars, bow bigh
they are! faid Eliphaz to Fob: But it was that he might have
more lowly thoughts of himfclf. And when we look up and fee
how high Heaven is above, we cannot but think what poor low
things we are in the Ant-hill here beneath. Yea by how much more
exa@ly the Aftrormcr by his inftrument can take the height of
Sun or Star, by fo much the more fully he apprehends at what a
wonderful diltance he and the higheft Mountain of the whole
Earth is under it. O that. the confideration of this high tran-

Acending excellencyof the knowledge of Chrift might help us (though

‘not



on Purripprans 3.8.

~ not to low thoughts of learning yet) to more lowly thoughts of
our felves notwithiftanding all our other knowledge, that thedaze-

- ling brightnefs of the fun of Rigbteoufnefs might at leaft fo far

blind us, as to hide pride from us : pride,which is the great learned

mans greateft and dangeroufeft {nare, in which by reafon of his

learning and knowledge he is eafilieft taken, and by which he is

tcn;'ﬂ of all hindred from this more excellens Ruewiedge of Fefues-
“hriffs )

1. Moft eafily takenwish it, it being a very hard thing tobe a

kmowing man, and not 2o kuow it, to be learnedand humble toge-

9

thers for the King of Tyre tobe as-wife as Daniel, and not to be as Exek: 28, 2,3! -

proud as Lacifers “Hyraous guoni, knowledge puffs wp faith the
Apofile, 1 €or<8. 1. and ufually the more aiery and empty the
knowledge is, it makes the bladder fwell the more. The Devil is
avery knowing and a very proud Creature. The moftlearned -
Philofophers and wileft State(men among(t theHeathen, have been -
noted for pride; vain-glory and an impotent defire of applaufe
being accounted by them a piece of gallantry rather than a vice. -
And although bEChriﬁians it cannot but be accounted a fin, yet
even amongft them fuch as excel others in knowledge are oft
kaown by it. The more able in this kind of old were very ready -
to defpife the weak, and to over-look them which were under -
them. Rom. 14.3. The fapercilium with which the great Rab-
bies defpifed the poor iguorant people that knew not she punttilioes:
of the law. Fobn 7. 49. and the Typbus of many of our great -
Criticks, who account themfelves the greateft (if not the only:
Scholars) plainly thew, that as it was an band of pride which -
was lift up at firft to the tree of knowledge, {0 itisa fruis; which

hathbeen very ready to grow upon that tree ever fince. To have- .

bigh partsand a lowly beart, is a rare temper, moft excellent, but
feldom met with. A man cannot look upward and downward-
together. -Happy were it that even the masu of God to all his other
learning could add this skill, whilt with one eye he is foaring
aloft in higheft {peculations, at the (ame time he could look fo low-
asto fee himfelf and all other learning #otbing, but folly in com-
parifon of shis more excellent knowledge, becaufe as pride firlt is the -
Scholars {pecial fnare, in which he is eafilieft taken, So :

2. That whereby he i$ mott hindred from this faving knomwledge -
of Fefus Chbrit, whether we confider it on Gods part or our
own.-

1° OnGods, who takes no pleafure to communicate Himfelf -ifn

o D2 or
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“fo precious a mercy to a proud ‘Creatyre. The Scripture faith he

bebolds uch afar off. Pfal. 138. 6. and then they will'be as far
from beholding Chriftin any nearer approach. Nay that he refiffs
them. Fames 4. 6. and what advance can Balasm make when an
Angel, can thefe when God flands to refift them 7 The Apofile in
his Epiftles to the Romans and Corintbians, fully thews, how God
blafted all thofe high-conceited, great leatned men of old, 4% sugis,
#% yeguparivs, w8 evdililis, wheeher Philologifts or Philofophers,.
‘natural or moral, as fome expound thofe three words, dwee
addlicw, he browght to nought all their wifdom, that as learned and
profound as they were, tuaedrOnoar, tuaraidduoay, when they pro-
feffed themfelves wife, they became fools, when they proved fo proud
as to account the Gofpel foolifbnefs s and notwithftanding all theie
depth and (olidity they became moft vain , vanithed quite away
into meer emptinefs, were fwoln empty Bladders.
~—Keysiis sshcsas Fuwasor doxdss

'3n the wifdom of God, by wifdom could not come to the Ruowledge
of Gods but proved moft vain and corrmpt when they endeavoured
to be moft acemrate , as its obferved, that Arifosle {peaks more
wide of God in his dcroamaticks than in his Exotericky, and in af.
ter-times how dull and arid fome Schoolmen and other Writers
are in the more fpiritual truthsabout Fefus Chrift and the Power of
Godlinefs, who were moft {ubtle and acute in other {peculations :
the favin% knowledge of a crucified Chrift futing beft with that
Chriftian heart, in which prowd comceits of thefe carnal excellencies
are crucified, and God delighting to give grace to the bamble, and
promifing the meek that he will teach them bis ways. In fome low
Vault (they fay) they may fee Heaven more diftiné&ly than they
that are on the upper ground.Iam fure the more lowly the heart is,
the higher pitch it rifeth to of the faving Rom/edg of him,who bad
us learn of him to be meck and lowly,prefently after he had shanked
bis Fatber that be bad bid tbofe tB);ng': from the wife and prudent,
and bad revealed them to babes.  Babes 1n humility do here prove
men in underfanding. It was a Pifcatoria fimplicisas, that at fir(
made the beft Preacher, and a like fimple-hcarted lowlinefs of {pi-
rit is yet and will ever be a great belp to make the beft Scholar,

 efpecially in this piece of learning of the excellent knowledge of Fe-
fus Chrift, who is ever seady to teach them moft,who acknowledge

themfelves to know leaft, as he is wont to be 4llin all to them who

_&zercit, Buan- to themfelves and in themfelves are nothing. It is Scultetus his

e

~ obfervation of Ofiander, and fome other like him, that ufually

évlediPaxla
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aeledidaxTos are wont to be very proud 3 but all may obferve, that
they who are @ssdidexlos of all, are moft humble. = Socrates did
+ pot know the les, becaufe he profeffcd he knew nothing, nor was
Agwr any whit the more unlearned, becaufe he acknowledged he
_ was more brutifb than any man. Prov.30. 2. Some think he was
Itbiel and Ucal’s Tutous, who are there mentioned. That I can-
not fay. But thisI may, that a man of his humble temper is the
fitteft Scholar for Fefus Chriff, who (as others think) is fignificd
by that Itbiel and Ueal 3 fo that we have not more need to be ftu-
+“dious, if we would be learned, than to be humble if we would be
made wifé tofalvations becaufe pride on the one fide makes God
unwilling to teach us, - : '

2. Andus on theother, asunwilling to learn of him. Pride
may poflibly prick us on to learn other things, but it’s an humble
heart only that knowing' its own blindnefs and darkne6s fendsa |
man to School that he may lcarn JefusChrifts for felfulnels (asan
ntus exiftens) hinders us from taking in the fulnefi of Chrift, as
the Fews going abont to efablifb their own righteonfne(s did nos fub.
mit to the righteonfne(s of God- Rome 10.3. and the thoughts of
their own freedom hindred them from accepting true Jiberty by
Cbhrift. Fobn 8. 33. fo conceit of our own learningand wifdom
fo prepoffefleth the heart, that it prejudiceth it againft che faving
knowledge of Chrift, {0 that his Gafpel to the learned Greek, is no
better than fiolifbnefs. 1 Cor. 1. 23. and with the great Rabbies
they are but the carfed Ideots which know not the law, who believe
inChrift. Fobu 7. ¢8,49. The higheft and hardeft Leflons in
Chrifts School, as Self-Denial, Taking up the Crofs, and the like 3
being diametrically oppofite to the main Principles of that gsfye-
ua 795 oagnds, which therefore flands out in Enmity againft them.
Rom. 8. 7+ and becaufe it looks at them as filly and poor low no-
tions, fit only for mean and low fpirits and apprehentions, doth
not more bate them than defpife them, as Michsel did David fox 2 Sam. 6. 16.
dancing before the Ark, and told him in plain terms that he played 20
but the foolith Morice-Dancer in fo doing, asthe wife men of
the world are wont fo far to make ufe of Religion as may coun-.
tenance their defigns, but (they fay) they will not follow it too near
at the beels, leftis (hould dafb ous their brains. And (o P. Marsyr
and Deodate, expound thofe fearchings of hears about Reuben, of Fudg. 5. tss
their being wife Statefmen, but therefore (o wife, as they would 1%
not foolifnly advénture for God and his people. It’s a very bitter

Pill, and hardly (wallowed, that a man who is $1 repusation for Ecctef. 10, 1.
: wifdom, '
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wifdom, fhould out of zeal to God, and in obedience to his word,
do that which the World would call him a faol for his labour ; or
that a very learned and great-read man (as Pax/ even in the judg-
ment of his Enemies, in this kind »/q; ad invidiam, rarely eminent)
for him. 1 Cor. 2. 1. to preach not fo loftily as to give Felix occa-

A8 26.24. fion to fay, that much learning made bim mad : but (o plainly, as-

1 Cor. 1,21, other learned men might count i the foolifbnefs of preaching, here is

always a #rial, and too oftena fuare, which he isa happy man,.

that isnot raken in. ,
For the Devil roo well knows how precious and ufeful a talent
knowledge and learningis, and therefore he labours,
Asthe Dung- 1. Either te bring mep to negled it, as they that dote upon ho-
hill Cock did pours profits and pleafures, that have more of the brute than th
thePearl. o snin them. Such fools bate knowledge. Prov. 1. 22. ‘
2. Otrto corrupt it, {0 as God may have #o pleafure init, and
“no readies way to that than by making them proud of it, as we

have itin the inftance of Babylon,and the King of Tyre. Iz, 47, -

10, 11+ Ezek, 27: 2535425, 6,@ce

But, that when God raifeth up our parts in learning, we do not -

T

liftand puff up our hearts with pride, it may be of greatule to -

confider.

. 1. How frequently the Holy Gholt in Scripture blows upon all
our wifdom and learning, that he may blaft the beauty of it, and
fo keep us from being proud of it cries, Hoe to them shat are wife

in their own Eyes. Ifa. 5. 21+ prodaims it the greatctt folly to -

truft 80 our own wifdom. Prov. 28. 26. warns us not to lean to our
© own underftanding. Prov. 3. 5. nay chargeth usto be fools that we
1 60r.8:20 gy be wife. 1 Gore3.18. and the like.  And is aH this to ad-

Fb1s.8  vancefolly? orrather to debafe pride. Toundervalué learning, -

No, but to thew of how little worth itis in compari{on of the
Gea.3.8.  learning of Chrift5 not (as the Devil blalphemoufly (uggefted to
Eve) becaufe God envieth us knowledge, but becaufe he would
have us ko onr felves, and how little able weare of opr felves

. favingly to know him. -
Ariflot, Meta- 5, How blind and ignorant we are by natare. One of the moft

pof b v, quick-fighted Sons of Nature compares us to Basts. The Scripture .

b 36. 29. \ S . - .
g:. ,35, l"zm to wild AG-Colts. Fob 11. 12+ faith i’s but a very little chat we

€. doft thou know of the things of nature.” Fob 26. 14. and juft nothing of

5‘3?1" : h::d things of anhigher nature. Fob 8. 9. thatas natural men we do

im;»: ?:,ni © f hid from us, thould not pride be hid from us to? when God

36,15 . asks.

not, nay we cannot know them. 1 Cor. 2. 14. and when they are -
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asks Fob, where is the place of darknefi. Job 38. 19. may not every
naturgl man lay his hand upon his heart and (ay, bere Lord.
5. For acquifite knowledge and learning. How extreamly ig-
norant greateft Scholars have been of the things of God ? The
wife men of the Eaft, (whatever they were called before) began Cartwright in
then to be truly wife when they came to feek after Chritt. Massh, oo
- 2. 1. for otherwife there were fome nearer home that were wifz 1o .
do evil, who to dogood bad no underftanding. Fer. 4. 22.and there-
fore the Prophet there, and in thg following Chapters all to be- 7., 4, 21,
fools them. Nicodemus a Dollor of the Law, could not fay his Ca- 8, 9.
techifm. Jobn 3.10. The great Philofophers even in the wifdom of
God knew not God. 1Cor. 1. 21. niy, Nolue Asbenas. 1o dithens
it felf was an 4lsar but to the'snkuown God, whom ye ignorantly
worfbip, (aid Paxl. A 17.23 But was it not a bold part of him See Chryfoftem
to brand thofe Univerfity-men with Iguorance, who moft aboun- #n lecum.
ded with knowledge? Or, wasit not rather firange that to them
that were fo fiudious and inquifitive after news, v. 21. God’s
Creation of thaWorld, and Cbrift, and the Refurrection (the thrce
fitft great Letters in every Chriftians Primier) thould be ZsréforTe
* firange things,v. 20. thinking (as fome of ours have obferved) Selden de Diis
that whilft he preached, 'udiy & drdsaety (v. 18:) the former had Syriv. )
been anew God, the latter a new firange Goddefs, which he had
propounded to them to be put into their Calendar. Butit’s no
news that Chriftand 1he true God fhould be miftaken for a firange
God to fuch as are (raugers from God , though never (o well ac-
quainted with other literature, of whom is too often verified what

Lucan faid of the Dryades.

Solis niffe Deos & cali [ydera vobis, )
Aut [olis nefcire dature

There were learned men in England, when yet Mr. Fox faid to
his friend, Brother, Brother, Fefus Chbrift is not known in England,
We think there’s more kinowledge in England now than there was
then, I fear (though) Chrift is lefs known, I am fure he is more
blafphemed.
4 Nay fourthly, to this purpofe confider, that whillt we here
canry this datk boufe of earth about withuss even by grace we
know bus inparts 1 Cor. 13- 9. are but tender-eyed Leab’s, and Gen, 29, 1.
therefore have need of Chrifi’s Eye- falve, that we may better dil- Rev, 3. 18,

cern his beauty and our own deformity. Nay though the Sj;;mf;
' at
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hath Doves Eyes (and they are bright and clear) yet they are inter

Canti 4. 8. cjucinmos within ber locks : fo that neither her beauty is feen by
z""b"‘f 18 others, nor doth fhe fee the beauty of Chrift fo fully as might be

defired. When neareft,we are far from a full view, and when got-

ten highefi, this Sasgiyor 7%is yravsas is (o far above us, thatif

duly confidered would lay us low in thoughts of our own underl-
ing lownefs, as one that landing alone thinks himfcIf a tall proper
man, or by one that’s lower than himfelf overlooks himfelf; if

by a Giant feeth what a dwarf he is, .

5. This I only add, that thofc whom God hath litted up and
advaaced to higheft abilities and ferviceablenefs in his Church, he
hath been wont firk to lay lew in their own Eyes, taken them off
from their own Legs, let them fec.how bratifhe Prov. 30. 2. and
bow cbildifp. Fer. 1. 6. they arc in themfelves, able to know lit-
tle and to do nothing, thathe being acknowledged to be 4IJ, he
may have all the praife 5 they humbled at the firft, and he exalted
both then and ever after. ]

Thus the tranfcendent height and excellency of the knowledge of
Cbrift thould lay us all low in our own Eyes.

Ufe 2. But fhould withal raife up all our hearts to higher defires and
morc earncft endeavoursafter it; to be fure we purchafle this wif-  *
dom at any rate, for fecing its fuch fupereminent knowledge, we
certainly are fools fo long as we leave it out of the bargain; Ac-
cording to the Pfalmifts Prayer, 0 apply or (as the word is) to
bring owr bearts to wifdom. Plal. go. 12. and according to Solo-
mon’s dire@ion, above all gettings to ges underflanding. Prov. 4. 7.

, whata greedy but yet holy Covetoufne(s doth St. Awftin commend

TraBlat, 1. in to us in that expreflion of his, Capias quifgs quod poteft inquantum

oam, poteft, qui nonposefl, mutriat cor wt poffis, €vc. that every one thould
take what he can, as much as ever he can, and he that is weak

fhould labour to grow up to more ftrength, that at laft he may
carry away more than now he can, was ita Buasulas that the man
was fick of ; that the more he ate the more he hungred ? No, but

a {piritual appetite of a divine objcét, that, (as fire the moft fpiri-

tual Element, the more its fed the more it burns, fo) the mose that

the Divine Soul tafts of this fweetnefs, the moze it thirfls and longs
for greater fupplics.

1. And this becaufe herein we cannot exceed : for however in
fome other Cafes (whillt we follow our own conceits) we may
be overwife. Ecclefe 7. 16. and too much learning hatb made
fome men mad ; yet Yam fure the more we have leamnt of Chrift,

the
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-the moreare weable (with Paxl ) tofpeak the words of trush and
Jobernefs. Ad. 26,24, 25. and no fear of being here over-wife,un-

lefs we could be over-happy : or of going and getting too faft or

too far, when Paxl who very far advanced, profcfleth be bad not

-attained. Philip.3.12,13. ‘

2. But the danger on the contrary is in falling fhort, and it®s juft

fo much of eternal life,as it is of the faving knowledge of Fefus

Cbrift. Fobn 17. 3. Ignorance being Satan’s blind, which he fets

.up in our way to life; the motber of Popifh Devation, but in truth

one of the moft dangerous Precipices into irrecoverable deftru&i- N
on; forasthereis no hitting upon happinesby ablind perad- -
venture, fo there is no right ordering of our fteps to it,when we

know notthat we are out of the way. What mifchief other fins

do usby their greater atrocity and more deadly guilt, the fame ig-

sorance doth (it may be,) by leading of us blindfold into the

worft of them ; for they that walk in the dark kniow not at what

sbey flumble. Prov. 4. 19. Or atleatt by cutting off all hope of

help, whiltt it renders us fenflefs both of remedy and malady,

‘both of the fmart of our wound, and of the way, nay of any nced

of our Cure. Other fins arc like a malignans Feaver, thisof igna-

ramce like a fenflefs Lethargy 5 much different, but both deadly.

And fo Selomon’s Proverb that brings this blind-folded man erring

from the way of underfianding, leaveth bim in the Congregation of

tbe dead (Prov. 21.16.) as in an irrecoverable, hopelefs condi-

tion. To which purpofe is both that of the Prophet, where God
compaffionately complains, that bis people perif for want of know~ As likewife
ledge. Hof. 4+ 6. and that of Elibx. Job 36. 12. where to die with- fuch other ex-
omt knowledge is threatned as that which fealeth upon xs the bottom- P':Cfrﬁom ”;
lefs pit, fo as never to fee ar take hold of the paths of light and ;9? :;‘:f;.’g
life, and fo this inward, and atlaft that outward darknefs mect gg. 10, 11. :
and lie down together for ever. I only add that the defperate-

nels of this danger is aggravated, when this igmorance is affeéted,

when we are niillingly ignorant. 2 Pet. 3. 5. as we do #ot know,

fo we will not underfland. Pfal. 82. 5. not only fimply blind that

we cannot, but fromard, and (o wink with ewr eyes, and will not Fer. 9. 6.
fee. Matth. 13 1?. And this is the rather to be heeded becaufe

too often pradtifed 3 no kwowledge and wifdem being fo defpifed
and loathed as this of Chrift, which the Text calls excellens 3 all
other kind of learning, though not alike fancied by all, yet buted

by none but by brutith ignorants that know not the worth of it.

That I may ufe Solomon’s Phrafcé Prov. 1. 9. i’s an ornament of .
gm;e
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geace 10 the bead, makes us fine, and fo we are both glad and.
proud of it. Butit’s this true knowledge of Chrift that works
grace in the heart, which a corrupt proud heart cannot brook, and
thetefore doth bate it. Prov. 1. 29. and all the means of it, fay
snto God, Depart from ws, for we defire not the kmowledge of shy
ways. Fobz1. 14, Now of all others thefe froward fools hati»ﬁ;f
knowledge the Scripturedooks at as a moft dangerous, faith that
this. thetr peevith tarming away will flay them. Prov. 1.32. that
whiltt they bate wifdom, they love death. Prov. 8. 36. and their

Matth, 35.41, bidding God depart now will be anfwered with a Depars from me ye
curfed at the laft day.

_ And that we may be the more fenfible how nearly we are here-
in concerned ; be pleafed to confider that Igmorance of Chrift is fo
much willingly and wilfully affecied, as the proffery of Chrift, and
the means and opportunities of the true and faving knowing of
him and acquaintance with him are neglected. Now our opportu-

_nitics in this kind are fair and our advantages great; we had
therefore need have owr eyes in onr bead to look aboat us, that we -

Prov.19.16, prove not like Solomon’s fool, that hath a price in bis band, but .
wants 2 beart to improve it. _

1. Asmen. Fora mam without knowledge is uninannced and e~
come a beafl. Pfal. 49.20. Amaxggoras faid he was born calamé~
folem intmeri, 0 cye the Sun and beaven. Poor man! that he was
fo (hort-fighed as not to have looked higher to the Sam of righte.
onfnefs, we are indeed all born to look upward, and it will be too
low if it be not as high as God in Fefus Chrift, who flooped fo low
as to become man, that man in and by him might come to know
and enjoy God. I confefs that humane reafon cannot at fistt dif
cover Chrift, but being difcovered by faith, it’s all reafon that we
fhould acknowledge him s nor fhall we thew our fclves reafonable .

Ifa.46. 8  men, unlefs we adore him. Heis §A$9@-, Fobn 1. 1.and there-
fore it isthe moft Divine Reafon to believe in him the light which
inligbtnesh every man that cometh into the world. v. 9..and there-
forelet the. Prince of darknefs fhut his eyes to this light. But did
be for us men and-for onr falvation come dom{rom beaven, and be-

s T0¢fs, 439 come incarnate, &c ? O let us that (hall at laft be canghsr wp inso
the Clouds, to meet bim in the air, be caught upin the {pirit, even
now whilft we are on carth, with Stevex to fee and injoy him in -
Hcaven, fecing we have fach a fair rife for it as we are men.

2. Efpecially as we are Chriflian men, in the clear mirrour of
the Gofpel of Chrift, it’s expected thac with open face we at leaft

fhould. -
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fhould come to a more full view of the beauty and glorious ex-
cellemcy of the knowledge of Chrift. Are ye alfo yet withons wnder- *
fanding 7 was our Saviour’s fharp check of his dull Difciples.
Matth. 15. 16. And bave I been [o long time with yon, and baft Jobn 14,9,
thos mot yet known me Philip? wasa quickning Irem for his un-
proficiency. And have not we need of the like Goadsin oiir fides?
‘Hath Chriftbeen o much taughe, and fo little learnt ? (5! mand
* fenefiras, and are our cyes yct fhut? Nay doth the Gofpels Noon-
day fun fhine 2 and are we yet indatkne(s ? like Asfins. Ceviin
folepofiti | whata tertible thunder-clap is that, and which may
awaken us out of our deadeft fleep, and make usopen our Eyes,
and our Ears tingle.  Ifour Gofpel be bid, its hid in them thatare 2 Cors 4. 3, ¢4,
loft, whofe Eyes the God of this World bath blinded. As men, elpe-$+
-cially as Chriftian men ours had need to be enlightned.
3. And yet more particularly as Uaiverfity-men if younger, it’s
the age in which we ufe to learn other things, and why fhould we-
not then begin to learn Chrift in this morming of our lives, which,
if a friend 1o the Maufes, thould not be a Stranger to Chrift. Perge Seneca Ep, 7yi
& propera, me 3ibi accidat wt, fenex difeas. 1t ill beginning to
learn then, but then better than never. At leaft let the old man
when his fight grows dim begin to put on his Spe@acles; and if
it were no thame to fome of the Philofophers in old age to go to
School to learn that which they had not before ftudied, let it not
be decmed a difparagement to the graveft, even then to become
‘Scholars to Chrift, with the ancient is wifdom, faith FobCap. 12.
12. but no faving wifdom unlefs they truly know Chritt, and
Mulsitsde of years thould teach wifdom (aith Elibn. Fob 32. 7.
and no fhame even then to learn wifdom, efpecially this we now .
fpeak of. But whether young, and fo have but few years paft, or
old and fo have but few behind to number, it concerns us all fo to
number them, that both forts apply omr bearts to wifdsm. Pfal. go.
12. whether young or ofd, as Uaiverfity men, aslearned menit
efpecially concerns us (as fuch) to lears Cbhrift, that we may be
made wife to falvation : for is it not pitty that they who know fo
much of other things fhould know o little of Jefus Chrift ? tobe
among, thof¢ great wife men of the world.  Pfale 2. Io. and yet
for want of kiffing the Sonto perifp from the way, v. 12. peritibut
perituri 2 athoufand pities that {uch mre polithed picces, fuch cu-
rious carved Mercurial Statucs fbould have their end to be burnt in Heb. s, 8.
the fire thas never goeth out. Mark 9. 43-
But 1bope better things of you,Eand things that accompany [alva-
2

tion's
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" siom> that yeurother learning will be an introducion to lead your:
as the Star did the wife mento Cbriff. Matth. 2. an under-ftep to

Yift up your defiresand endeavours to this Jwsgéxer, this eminently.
traufcendens knowledge of Chrift Fefus onr Lord.

St. Maries N D for helps hereto.
Fom. 21653 1. (From what hath been before faid) Be bumble if yow:
11K Serm.  wonld be wife, and learn to know yours felves, if indeced you would
" everknow Chrift. The Laodicean oAngel, when he thought and
faid he was rich, was poor and blind, and ftood in need of Chrifs:
eye-falve. Revel. 3..17,18. By not knowing the plague of owr own.
5’:4" we come not acquainted with the Phyfician. But by being
fenfible of our own darknefs we come better to fec how marvel-
lous the light of the Swun of rigbseonfnefs is, that canilluminate it..
The knowing of our own vaft emptine(s helps us to know the in-
finite fulnefs of Chrift that can fillit. Thuszbe Lord fillctb the bun-
gry with geod things, but the vich be [ends empty away. Luke 1. §3.
- In a broken glafs you cannot fo well fec your own face, butina
broken heart you may beft fce the face of Chrift.
2. Take heed of grieving the fpirit of Chrift 5 for though there
be a fpirit in mam, yet it’s the infpiration of she Almighty that gives.
Pob32.8,  snderftanding in other things. Norisit any other than the fpirit
of Cbriff, whois afpirit of wifdom and Revelation in the things
of Chsift. Epb. 1.17, 18. Now whilft thou dealet kindly with thy
friend, he willunbofom himfelf to thee. And Twrn yox at my re-
proofs, and 1 will pour ot my [pirit unto yow, and will make known
my words unso you faith Wifdom. Pro.1. 23, But how can that
Spirit breath which we fifle ? If thy friend, when offcnded with
thee will not fpeak, then. wonder.not if thy.Comforter gricved by
thee be filent. . :
3. Selomon {upplies us with a.third help. Prov. 13. 20. where
he faith, He1bat walketh with wife men [hall be wife, but & com-
AnguftinTr48, panion of fools fhall be.deftroyed. A fruitful converfing with them
2.in Joamn.  that are acquainted with C{n-iﬁ by what we fhall both fee of him.
: inthem and hear from them is a great advantage to our better.
koowing of him. As in Univerfities there is an air of learning, and
f;"‘,"';:.:’;':}":; in them Colledges and Sociesies. founded and ere&ed, that by the
as_Quintilian Conferences and Le@ures of learned men we might gain more .
eillsit.) 5. c.3. knowledge in feveral Arts and Faculsies, or at leaft with more
fpeed than by our own ftudies; fo in the Church of God where he
is fo much kxomens  Pfal. 76. 1+ inthat School of Chrift the: Coms-
. ' . ) munion .
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munion of Saintsy if rightly ordered and improved, there isa.
firong breathing of the fpirit, where, by others knowledge and
experiences conterred and communicated, we may come to know
much more of him than (it may be) we fhould ever have done
by our own. Thus the wife men of the Eaff, that they might
PIove yet wifer, come te Jersfalem to enquire of him. Matth. 2.

I, 2. and- the Spoufe asks the Daxgbmw{ Fersjalem of bim when
fhe is ata lofs for him. Cant. 5. 8. and he himfelf when his Ps-
remts bad loft bim, was found amongft she Dollors, bearing them and.
asking sbem queflions. Luke 2. 46. 1t’s not a little that he gains
who hears much and asks oft, and that not only of Do&ors or
others of the higheft Form, but even of Punies in the School of
Chrift 5 for if we be fent o learn of the Amt. Prov. 6.6. and other. -
inferiour Creatures. Fob 12.7, 8. then a mighty Apollos may pro- 48 .8, a6,
fitby an Agwils and Prifcillae’s infiru&ion, and the poor Coun- yy, eins uis
try-mans Conference may help on learned Funins his Converfion. ram 3 feipfs
You know who * faid it, TN 7IDD77 ROZD: He is s wife firiptam.
“man that canlearn [omesbing of every man : and there isno fuch * Ben. Zoma.
Idiot amongft all thofe that are made wife to falvation, bat infome
. thing or other by what he i, faith, or doth,the ableft Chriftian may

learns Sepeé olitor, &co Agur faith, sheré are four things that are
Listle spon the earth, and yct very wile, and none of (o lictle efieem Prov. 0. 24,
- in the Church, but may teach the bet of us wifdom. The little fin- 25, &

¢ may in fome pofture reach that which the greateft cannot. If
thou would@t be rich, thou would@t reccive a Jewel from a weak
hand, and therefore if cither thou becft wife or wouldft be wife, .
Converfe with them that sre made wife to falvation, with them
moft, of whom we mey gain moft, even-with the pooreft and
meane(l, becaule there’s none, of whom thou maift not learn
fomething. - A

4. Nay learn by teaching, and get by ‘giving, for that’s one
way better to fee and know Chrift and our fclves, by fhewing and
holding_him out to others. The Mafter while he teacheth his
Scholar improves him{clf. It’s {o in the nature of the thing 5 but
over and befides by reafon of Gods Blefling.  As the Nurfes Breafts
grow biggerand fuller by giving fuck, and we ufe to feed them.
well that our Children might fare the better.

And therefore.
1. 1n private converfe let all Chriftians be imparting (omething _
of their knowledge of Chrift, that they may receive it back again

with advantage. Here #é5-7¢ 5 ad@s 74, is a Chriltians comms-.
T o ) o tative,
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sative juftice. In thiskind to lend, that we may have our own with

interett is honeft ufury. At fuch meetings when every onc brings
his Symbol, all are feafied, and he that invites and entertains others
is himfelf a gainer. It’s but putting a little water into the Pump
that brings upmore. When we are moft free and communica-
tive, we drive the beft trade 5 are never more helped of God than
when we help our Brethren, RWRWIIIMMN. Prov. 11. 25,

“holds as true in fpirituals as temporals. The liberal foxl hall be

made fat, and be that watereth, fall be alfo watered bimfelf.
2. In publick adminiftrations let fuch as God hath fitted and

. called,as they are more defirous to kuow, be more careful o preach

efws Chriff.  They have his promile for their incouragement
VWA QPAVLT,  They thas are wife, ox (rather) thet make

 others wife, fpall (themfclves) snderfiand.

And therefore although T am very far from cither countenan-
cing the Lay-Preachers of our days, who pretending moft to the

- knowledge of Chrilt, are fuch Minifters of she fpirit that they have
. all good letters in abomination. :

. 1 th 94 16..

Or, from haftning others that are of themfelves too hafty to fly

_from the Univerfity before they be fledg’d, whom not God’s call

but their own fclf-conceit and oftentimes penury makes Preach-
ers,and fpeak Paxl’s words, but far from hfS meaning, Neceffity is
laid wpon-me, and wo to me if I preach not the Gofpel.

Or, from the leaft undervaluing of the Blefled Advantages
which by continuance in the Univerfity, fuch as wait for a call from
God, do in the mean time enjoy of ftoring up knowledge as of
other things, fo efpecially of Jefus Chrift, that when called forth,
like good Scribes inftructed unto the Kingdors of Heaven, they may

. bring out of sheir treafure things botb uew and old. Masth.

13- 52.

3th are we not to fland here all the day idle and (carce at the ele-
venth bowr go into Chrifts Vineyard. Though we fhould be Con-
cha, not Canalis, yet not mean while let the water corrupt in the
Ciftern, and the well-fitted weapon ruft for want of ufing, and all
upon pretence of furnifhing our felves with a greater meafure of

.knowledge.

‘But God forbid that we fhould be able to learn to know Chrift

' .only in the Qniverfity. The Minifters of Chritt in this kind have

.alfo their advantages in the Country.

1. They there meet with many exercifes and aflitions, which
-whilft here in the nelt many of us are not expofed to; and (o vex-
. atis
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atio dat intellelinm, zabipela pabiuala, that (ome could then fay
with Ignatins, yy dyyepas drar pabilis, whatever I learnt before,
Fbegan then to be Chrifts Difciple.
2. Thereby they are the more driven very neat to God in Pray-
ery and it is the Key of this Treafury : and hence come to more
near views in thofe nearer approaches. -
3. They have there much to do with men’s Souls and Confei-
emces, which much advantageth their experience, and advanceth
their skill in thae fpiritual Anatomy. ‘
4+ They have in that their greatavork (for which none is fuf-
ficient) frequent occafiops of feeing and acknowledging their
great weaknefs and cmptinefs, and thereby an advantage of dif- 2 ¢or, 12, ¢,
covering Chrilts greater firength and fulnefs. .
5. Add lafily (to retutn to the thing in lrand ) they are engaged -
in teaching of others, and thereby Chrift is engaged to teach
them, as Panl was therefore comforted of God, that with thofe
confolations he might better comfors his pcople. 2 Cor. 1. 4.
Teach that you may learn.
But-fiudy that you may do both, for however now adays every .
frol will be babling, yet unftudicd men are but bad learners, and
. wotfe Teachers. For wifdom muft be fearched and digged for as
fikver. Prov. 2.4. and although our poring, of it felf, will not find -
out fuch a treafure, yet God is ready to fhew it when we are carn-
e to feek it.  Philip was fent to preach Chrift to the Emnuch
when he wis at his Book, 48 8. 26,28. and when Mary is weep- :
ing and feekjng, Chrift appears tohrer, Fobn20.13, 14, 15. Seek Hebr; 3.1.,
therefore if you would fird, and ftudy Chrift if you would know
him, view him as.you ufe to do him whom you would know,and
as the flmng man did the brazen ferpent.- .
Many have laid down Rules for your better profiting in other..
fludies. Give me leave to point at a few direions for the more
fure attaining to chis excellent kmowledge in your fludying of .
Chrift. . N
;.ﬂ Lay afide all vain and unlawful fludies which do not only .
take up the time, which fhould be better (pent i the (tudying of - N
Chrift, but do fo cither intangle or debafe the Soul, that they keep
out the light of the funof Righteonfnefs. Such are
1+ &\l black Arss, which the Children of light have no infighe -
into. The fun of Righteoufnefs its beamns, when théy break out,
burn fuch bovks. It’s no right courfe by digging in Hell co find :
the way to Heaven, or to have acquaintance with Chrift by having
(4s.you arc wont to callit) a Familiar.. 2, All
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2. AWl 4rts of Love, all profane and lafcivious {peculations, and
ftudying of fuch Books which are incentives of Luft, and by which
the Student becomes ingemiofifimé meguami a (nare which youth
is frequently taken with 3 and it were well if fome that were more
gtown up were wholly freed from. But this is-one kind of having
fellowfhip with the uufruisful works of darknefi : and which leads
off from acquaintance with Chrift. For the Books which for che

- prefent we read are wont to leavea tincture and impreffion upen

Prov. 2.9~

Deut, 29, 29.

the (pirit of the Reader, efpecially if his judgment be weak, as

- eurs in younger years arc not very firong. And of this make this
trial, whether when you have been greedy in reading (uch Books

you have thereby any great mind to read the Bible. I am fuse chat
when you have been ferioufly reading it, you will have as little de-
light in reading them, as Paw! had in sbe thorn in bis flefb, when he
had before been cangbt wp to Paradife, as Hierom faith, dms fci-

-emtiam feripturarum, O vitia carnis non amabis,

3+ All vain and idle fudies, fuch were thofe feiences falfly fo
called. 1 Tim. 6. 20. about Gemealogies and queftions, and thofe
.0ld Wives Fables in the Apoftles times, an{werable to which are
our Romanza’s, too many of our filly Pamphlets, and (let none
be difpleafed if1add) not a few of our Criticks minusie and orgu-
-tie, no better than as Elian called fome of the great Artils pretty
little curious knacks, xefre €varduare, which (hallow and light
.heads take up as Jet doth firaws inftead of what is more (olid and
fubfantial like Solomon’s, 13 227, Prov. 21. 6. 4 vanitytoffed so
and fro of them shat feek death 5 very feathers which we beeak our
arm with,by throwing thém with our whole might, make our fpi-
rits vain if not profane, and fo far from helping us to this, 71 W,
this fubftantial knowledge of Chrift, that many of the plaineft and
ftrongeft Scripture-proofs of the DoGrine of Chrift-are attempted
.to be evaded and enervated by thefe bold Criticilms.
4+ All over-bold and curious prying into the Ark of Gods fe-
crets, meafuring his Counfels by our thoughts, and his wi(dom in
them by our resfon which inftead of ftudying to know Chrift hath
Afiretched many mens wits into wild and tedious difputes,and quite
crackt others brains into blafphemy and diftra@ion ; as men grow
mad having their eyes long-fet open againft the Sun.  This #ree of
Ruowledge, a forbidden fruit, which yet we have an itchand lico-

Fudg. 13. 17, rith appetite after, whil(k by being thankfully content with what

God in Scripture reveals of Chrift and his will, we fhould be wife
A0 fobricty. Rome 1203, Butfor Gods fecrets, Eorum fides false~
.tem
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tem dffert, Periculum Inguifisio, as Hefy-hius fpeaks, To which

let me add that of Scaliger. Nefcirevelle, que magifter maximus te

(cire nonvult, erndita infcitia eft. ’

1. Let this be the itk Caveat in our learning to know Chri@,
thac we lay afide thefe and fuch like ftudies that cither in their
own nature eftrange us from him, or at lcaft as we handle the
matter hinder us in our fearch after him, -

2. Let the fecond Caveat be this, that as to this end, we-muft
lay afide all unlawful ftudics, o we muft take heed that we do not
overdo in our ftudies that are lawful. Not that I would have you
fludy them lefs : but Chrift more, Nor them fo much as Chrift
le(s. .

And this.

1. Either for time, in {pending it fo wholly on them that there’s
none left for thofe duties in which we fhould more immediately
acquaint our felves with Chrift. Many aclofe fludent who hath
fiinted himfelf tg fludy fo many hoursa day, hath (it may be) for-

otten to pu}tl it;‘to (}}C account one half hour to pray and read the
cripture, Which is fuch a leasing 40 gur agn underftanding, that
we ac M:‘God. Prov. 3. 5,56;‘,; p:(;‘;:d Atheiftical ffl’f- fuf-
ﬁci#as though of themfelves they could ftudy it out by their
own Candle, whilft they fhut their window againft che light of

I-lljeaven. Which therefore God may juftly fo blaft and crofs, as

that .

Either they never come to attain that knowledge they are fo
cager upon : they bad no Rnowledge that called not upon God. Pfal.
14 4o Such hardeft Students have not always proved the beft
Scholars, but have only ftudied themfelves blind , and put out
their Eyes by their own.Candle light : ~

Or, if often they prove Scholars, it’s as often that of all o-hers

they are furtheft off from being Chrifts Difiiples. Tt hath been no
news in theWorld both in prefent and former times to find great-
eft Scholars greateft Acheifts. The wifeft of the World by 1heir

- ifdom kuew not God. 1 Cor. 1. 21. The Creature terminated their
fight which fhould have been a tranfparent glafs, in and through
which they fhould have {een God, and fo by poring on it they loft
him, evem these, where he was to be found, when our other ftu-
dies fo wholly take up our time, that our addrcfles to Chrift are
cither wholly excluded or curtailed, he who is thereby fo much

undervalued cannot but be very much offeaded. It’sa fad ftory -

that you read of Origen, who in his Lgmentation confeflcth :h;:
. F

33.
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he fell into Satan’s Snare by his not faying out his Prayers. Do not
therefore fo over-fludy other matters that Chrift be wrongedin
point of time.

2. Nor in point of intention of mind and beart by being cager
on them, but remifs toward him, wearing out the body, and
beating our brains in beultjng out fome nice fubtilty or knotty
difficulty in other Arts, and mean while never know what Pawi’s
inexlurbusr@- in the fourteenth verfe of this Chapter.means, never
acquainted with that givirg all ditigence which the Apoftle Peter
calls for in clearing up our intercft in Chrift,and making exr Calling
and Eleétion fure. Solomonindced would have. thee whatever (in
thy’ ordinary calling)_thy hand finds to do chat thou do ir, IO
with thy mighs, but 5780 = thy might Mofes would have
thee referve fox God as his due. Dewt. 6.5. Such Holocaufts are
God’s Royalty only, Such an one David offered to God. 2 Sam.
6. 14. where i’ faid, that M7 Y87 W3 D and w46,
11896, words that both in their rife Gignify ffrength, and duplicated

* words to exprefs his double diligence and earneftnefs, putring ous
all bis ftrength, when it is before the Lord, according to the Apo-

~ files general injun@ion, though we fhould mot be flothfal inany
other fervice, yet we fhould be then efpecially fervent in [pirie,
when itis in ferving the Lord. Rom. 12.12. This 78 oasplyop
74 yrdosas, might julily challenge an Saegexmsesast in our dili-
gence, to be as much more intent in fludying of hum, as the con-
templation and knomledge of him exceeds both in its fublime ex-.
cellency and profitablenefs all other fpeculations. However it
‘would be well if we did fiudy Chrift but as hard as many a clofe
ftudent doth other Arts and Authors. But to devour them with-
out any hungring appetite after him is a Buaruls, a falle appetite,
is-extream unworthy and illin it (clf; and fhews that we are very .
ill affeCted. . '

For our better help hetein, to thefe Caveatslet me add thefe 3.
directions,

1. Study other Books, but efpecially the Scriptures, for they .
axe they which teftifie of me, faith our Saviour.  Fobn 5. 30
other Aurhors may afford thee fome light : but it’s the law of God
that iffues forth the light of life to comvers the foml. Pfal. 19. 74
other Books may help to make us wife for the World, buc the

. Seriptures only wife to falvation. 2 Tim. 3. 15. David was a very ..
wife man; but he acknowledgeth himfelf beholden to Gods Te~
ftimonics for it.- Pfal 119. 98, 99. and Solomen; who is accoun;-

. ' tea..
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ted the wifefty fends us to his Books for it. ‘Prev. 1. 17 to 6. he
faith, it muft be digged for. Prov. 2. 4. but the Scriptare is the

field which you mult dig in,if ever you find this Pearl. Matth. 13.

44+ His was toobold a word when he added. Nou in flore Putrum
ant Carie Scholafticorum : for whatever rotten fuff there may be
in fome of the latter, yet I am fure there is much of Chyift to be
fouad in the former. But yet as I would not have Abulenfis difpute
fo long as to forget his Creed, fo nor other greatet Students in
their well furnifhed Libraries to wanta Bible; as (they fay) fome
have ; or to fludy cither Fathers or Schoolmen more than the
Scriptures as it may be too many do. One faid, that 4rifosles E-
thicks was the Schoolmans Body of Divinity. How truly Iay nots
but it>s too true, that time was when skill in a Romifh Miffal, and
fome old Liturgy was more in tequelt than readinefs in the Scrip-
tuwre : but fure Chrift was lefs known both then and now too,
when by our Anti-Scripturifis sheir Jpirit (not Gody) is o cried up
. that the Scriptures are decried, and H. N. hisblafphemy revived,
with whom to be Scripture-learned, is a terminus minwens, or ti-
tle of difgrace. But for us that would not be fo over-wife, but
* wife to [obriety and faloation, as the wife men had their Siar,
Matth. 2. o let the holy Scriptures be ever ours to Jead usto
beiﬁ o " C .

And for this purpofe let us be careful and confcenable in a con-

ftant reading of them, as alfo in a diligent astemdance upon the-

Minifiry of them. - For wifdom.is by infrudlion. Prov.1.3. Afaph
was in a mift, till he got into the Saniluary to know his way. Pfal.
73+ 16, 17. and the Spoufe is dire@ed to the Shepherds Tents if
fhe would find her beloved. Cant.1.8. And this though we be
never fo able and wife. For wifdoms Proclamation is not only
who fo is fimple,” and be that wanteth underftanding, let bim turn
in bitber, as Prov. 9. 4« But Hear mywords, O ye wife, and beark:
en umome ye men of underftanding. Fob 34. 2,10, The wilclt
may bear and increafe Rnowledge. Prov. 1. 5. 9. 9. elpecially in
the knowledge of Fefus Chrift, the -oldeft and wifelt may yet live
and learn, 1t being the fault of thofc fuolifh women, not that they
‘weze always learning but that they never took out their Leffon in
coming to the knowledge of she srah. 2 Tim. 3. 7. learn ot of Scrip-
ture though we our fclves be never fo learned.

And this even of thofe that are weak and it may be in refpet
of our felves unlearned, who yet in fome things may be better

informed and experienced. Thou who in a firange place willk
. F 2 - fome-
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fometimes ask and learn the way of a fimple man or ayoung
Child, difdain not to learn more of Chuift of the fimpleft, though
thou beeft & man of God, yet herein according to that in the Pro-
phet, let evena Child lead thees  Thus ftudy other things, buc the-
#Fe1n. 6. Scriptures moft. : : ,
2. Study much but pray more - for this wifdom muft be gotby .
asking, Fames 1. 5, as it muft be digged for. Prov. 2. 4« foit muft-
ernogbou T be cried after v. 3. 79'p yrn. Thoumutt give, or (as (ome rene
“P%';: b‘::'e' derit) confecrate thy wvoice in loudeft cries and carneftefs pray-
calum :?mm. ers for fuch a Boon.” Solomon the wilcft man that ever was came
" toit this way, 1 King3-9. And-David that was litle fhort of
v. 12, 13. 64, him, at leaftin this part of Divineft Leasnin (Pfal.1ig. 98,
66,68, 108, g9, 100.) yet how often in that and other falms doth he pray
124, 138 P 114 beg for teaching ! Danicl muft not lie groveling, Dan-8. 18,
"85.11, 143. 190 10: 9 but Zechariab muft ook wp. Zeche 1. 18. and Ezckiel
10, muft be Jifredup. Ezek: 8. 3. 40.2. if he would fee a Vifion,and
Fobn mult come up to Heaven if he would have a Revelation. Re-
vel. 4. 1 Brightman prayed- much when he commented on that
Book, and 1believe they that pray moft have moft.of Chrilt re~
yealed to them. Al here is not gotten by poring on a Book, but
more by looking upward. ,
God is the Fatber of lights. Fames 1.17. Chrift"the trae bight.
Fobn 1. 9. 8. 12. (Ille Iux, nos lumina dicimur, ut oculi lumins)
and the Holy Gholt is the fpirit of wifdom and Revelation. Epbef.
Rom.11. 7,8 1417+ 1¢’s he that fometimes blinds.and bides, and that can alone
C Pibrz. 4. opems Luke 2445 and enlighten. We want it, and it’s in his
o hand alone to give it. And therefore becaufe it can neither be
Phal.s1.6.  wrefled, 01 bought, it muft be prayed out of it. Stwdy much, but
Exod. 36. 2. Pf".y more. )
2 Chron. 1105 = [ afily, Stwdy well, but live better. And thats the beft
1i>33: courfe to know moft of Chriftina faving way. Ariftotle could fay,
rvgrdrTs § zommela. In foul water you cannot fee your own face s
nor the face of Chriftin a foul Confcience.  The Sons of Belial
ktew nos God. 1 Sam. 2. 12. not do they defire its  Job 21.14.
_ nor fhall the wicked underftand. Dan. 12. 10 and fo they leave off
Axgeftin in 10 be wife and 10 do good together. Pfal. 36. 3. but as in onc place
Foan Tra. 2. its (aid, Nifi crediderisis non inselligeris, {oin another its added,
Jobn 6.69.  Nas credidimus, & cognovimus, we know by believing, and as Fo-
nathan did, we fee by tafting (1 Sam. 14.29.) Pfal 34. 8. And
- fo knowledge and fenfe are joined together. Phil. 1. 9. -Nonewims
Zpiff 108 - bec Jedlia doces, Jed undio, non lisers, Jed [piritus, non Ersdisio, f¢d

exercitatio,
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exercitatio, faith Bermard. The Romans wese filled wish goodnefs
and kwowledge together. Rom. 15-14. And therefore would we
know Chrit?. -~ , . -
1. Fitft, make fure to be in Chrift (as in the Text Chrift Jefirs
my Lord) we are in bim, and then wé bave snderftanding, 1 Fobn
5. 20. when in the light, then inlightned, when betrotbed to bim,
its then promifed that we fiyall know bim. Hof: 2.20.
2. When once in hi, endgavour with all Care and Conftience
to walk on in the fear of His Namc, in obedience tohis will, in
a courfe of Holinels and Righteoufne(s before him, and that’s the
beft and nearcft way yet further to know him. :
Fear in Nature is one of the moft guick and spprebenfive affc @i~ Fear,
ons; and the Prophet faith of Chrift Himfelt, that he was of
quick underftanding in the fear of the Lord. How oft in Scripture is Jfi. 51.3:
it called the Beginning of Wifdom ? as both having the promife of #/4k 111, 10!
it. Pfal. 25. 132, 14+ and being ever careful and folicitous in ufing Prov. 1.7.9,
and improving all the means of it. And where Gods promife and 1'“;7 0b 28,28, -
our endeavour meet, fomething is ever made of it. binfon.
For Obedience. Keep and do, for tbis is your wifdom and under- Obedience.
fanding Gaith Mofes. Dewt. 4+ 6,7. and if a man will do, he thall Pfal. s11. 19;
kngw faith owr Saviowr. Jobn 7.17. Here, asin other things, we
learn by pra&iling,and come to kxow by doing. Let not oxr Scho-
lars be like the Aibenians, of whom its {aid, Scire quidem quid de-
ceat, fed negligere. For Theologis vita eft s non feiewsia. They Erafm. Adag. -
knew righteoufucfs, in whofe beart was the Law. Ifs. 51.7. for Lex Pog. 436.
Lux, and thercfore where that light is, there will be the lefs
darknefs. . o
For Holines, Picty, and Purity, you may pleafe to hear what Holinefs .-
St. Auftin faith whatever is in the Worldy yet for the City of God,
In bic nulla ot bomsinis [apientia, nifi Pietas. Piety there is the beft De Civit. Del,
Policy. I know you will believe our Saviour when he faith, lib.14. cap.28,
- Bleffed are the purein. beart, for they fpall fee God. * Masth. 5.8,
And fo. Aquinas, you know,makes the Donum IntelleGins to an{wer
to this fifth Beatitude. Py _ '
And lafily for righteoulne(s. The fecret of the Lord is with the Righteoufnefs.
Rigbteons faith Solomon. Prov.3. 32. Seminate juflitiam, & illumi-
nate vobis lumen feientie.  So the LXX. would make the Prophet
fpeak- Hof-10.12. As light is fiwn for the Righteous, {o the light pfal 99. 11, -
of this (aving kmwledge of Chrift is fown'in a way of righteonfnefs.
S David ends his Pfalm and I my Scxmon.- Pfal. 17. ult. As for
me Ifball bebold 1hy face in righseoufne(i, Ifhall be fatisfiedwben I
awake, with tby likeneft o And



38

1. Pare.

The Fourth SERMON .

And thus the Eminency of this faving Knowledge of Chrift
-fhould raife up our hearts in the ufe of thefe means to endeavour
~after it

AcSt. Maries N AY 0 account all elfe as lofs in Comparifon of it.

April3. 163,

W Oor, 15, &,
Eph, 3. 8.

Which is the fecond part of the Text, and the higheft
pitch of our duty, which our Blefled Apoftle had here attained,
and as it were ftanding vpon the higheft round of ‘this Facob’s
Ladder, by this his example be faith to us, as 1he voice from bea-
ven did to Fobn. Revel. 4. 1. Come sp bither. And therefore Swr-
fum Corda, that our Souls were indeed on the Wing, becaufe it’s an
high flight that we are to take, above all outward Eminencies, or
inward Excellencies.  She that is clothed with the [un, bath the
Moon under ber feet. Revel. 12. 1. And if ever we would favingly
-know Cbrift, we with our Apoftle muft account alltbings lofs fox shis
excellens knowledge of Chrift : and ex animo, even from the heart
fay, dane uir 3r 98 £ dyspar advle {upler.  Tea doubslefs and I
couns all things bus lofi for the excellency of the Rnowledge of Chrift
geﬁu my Lord. All of them very great words and magni animi.

left Noble Soul, to which a dc{pifed Chrift is of {o great worth,

that in comparilon of him all other greateft things are lefs than no-
thing! This is a firain above the Grandees of this Worlds greateft
Gallantry: which yet the leaft in the Kingdoos-of Heaven can truly
fay: and the le(s he is in his own Eyes, the more truly and affecti-
onately he can fay it, as he here in the Text, who accounted o
meanly of himfelfas the leaft of the Apoftles, and lefs than the leaft
of all Saints : yet {o highly ot Chrift, that he accounts nothing of
worth without him, ngy «ll lofs for bim. And that you may not
conceive him herein to brag and vapour, confider a little his par-
ticular words and expreflions, which I have in part touched be-
fore, but muft here again take them into further confideration,
that by the pregnancy of his words we may fec how full his heart
was of -the love of Chiift, and at how higha rate he valued this
-invaluable tranfcendent excellent knowlcdge of bim. Andto this
purpofe Confider we.

1. The Emphatical figniticancy of his words in themfelves.

2. His doubling and multiplying of them.,

3. How herifeth in his expreflions, when you compare them
one with another. )

1. The wordsare Emphaticaland firongly fignificant, as you
-will fee if you will run over them as they lie in the Text.
’ 14 "AMS
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To *Aard udy %9 98 5] Bebold! a troop comes! Here’s fuch a
clufter of words, as we cannot grafp, or the beft Grecian well tell
how to exprefs in Englifp, as Twlly faid the word swzip could not
bzexprefledin Latin. No fewer than five Greek Particles crow-
ded together, the more fully to exprefs not fo much the firength of
the affeveration as of hi%l aﬂl&i(i)n. y :

2. © I accomnt ] upon his ferious and diligent cafing v
the acc:?:r‘Hc fets this down at the foot of it. ‘H)g:,m. gmgd.z
bitos Duco, Fudico. An A& of his deliberate judgment which he Certd duco -
made no doubt of, but was clearly led on ta, and was fully fet- Zanch.
lCd in. .
3. Tlarle, 4ll things. That’s a great word and contains many
pasticulars, as we (hall fec hercafter.  But doth he not over-lath?
asthe called his Book Fefuitica liberalitasin their full mouthed Usi- Facobns Leno
ver[alis, Omnis, Nullns, Semper, Nunqusm, &c. oris he not a care- rentins.
Lels inconfiderate Prodigal that will thus venture and lofe all at one
caft before he had viewed, and weighed, and confidered what a
great and maffy fum this X/ came to? No, he had weighed Chrift
in the one balance, and 4l things elfe in the other, and they in -
comparifon proved lighter than vanity it felf, and therefore he
calls them .

4<. Zupfay lofs in the very abflrat, (in which isnogain, aud (0 grow, .-
#t¢dG- and Ewulaare oppofed.) Thatis: Notonly that which he Stephan,
would willingly lofe for Chrift, but which (fome of cthem in them-
felvesand all of them in point of confidence in them) would be
lofs with a witnefs,if to keep them and his truft in them he thould .
lofe Chrift. The word fignifieth a lofs, a mul&,-a punithment.
And by it he tells you it would be the foreft mulct and punithment
that could befal him for him to lofe Chrift for them : but none at -
all to lofe them all for Chrift. ‘ :

5o Nor hath he yet given them a title low enough: and there- -
fore to fuufay he adds exsgare. Not only Jofs but dung. Things -
ina form though in themfelves very precious, may be loft and.
willingly caltover-board to fave our lives. Butif it be nothing -
but dung that is fo loft and caft away, there will be lefs fear of re-
penting of the bargain, And yet fuch in his efleem are all things. -
in comparifon of Chrift, sxiera. Ililt not read a Greek LeGure
upon the word, or to fpend time in telling you what Grammari- See Gonflax.~
“ans {ay of it. Some rendring it Quifjuilie, fome Retriment s, tini, Helychif, -
fome Stercora, fome xugdfarn, fit tor thole Dogs, v. 2. (as Zan- Suide,Stephas

cby).(uffice it forusto know, that on all hands it ﬁga_iﬁethhfuch
' . things

ni, lexica.
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things as are, if nof moft loathfome, yet moft vile and contempti-
ble.And yet fuch doth the Apottle acconnt all things in comparifom of
Cbrift: They are {uula, oxdBara, lofi, dung.  To which he oppofeth
two cxpreffions, in the _ ‘
6th. Place, holding forth Chrifts comparative incomparable
worth, and his anf{werable eftimate and valuationofitin his 73
vasghxor Tis yracea: and ira xesdy medice.  Anvaegiyer to
Sw/fara , and xigd@ 0 Lwula, other things bafe dung 3 but
there’s an Swagpxd, 3 fupereminent excellency in Chbrit , and if they
be kofs, then though he fhould lofe them all and win Chrift, he
accounts him(c1f to be a wonderful gainer.
_Thus firft we fee how wonderfully firong and emphatical the

‘words are as they are fingly raken by themfelves.

2. But fecondly, the ftrength and earncfinefs of his fpirit fur-
ther appears in his doubling and multiplying of them. 1 touched
before of that Congeries or heap of five Particles;dare udr ¥r s 2,
which he poured out together. ‘Sure his heart was full that ont of

‘the abundance of it bis mouth [peaks, and (o runs over, and, be-

fides; all the other three words we have twice in this one verfe s
and if you will take in the feventh verfe, you have them thrice in

. two, to exprefs that as when the'dreams were donbled, the thin
. was certain, Gen. 41. 32. So when his words here are doubled and

i L‘Pi‘eo

trebled, and multiplied, you may certainly believe he fpake his
heart, and hereby exprefled no double-dealing, but the finglenefs
and aff.Gionatenefs of it. '

3. To this purpofe is likewile further to be obferved, us cref~ -
cit; furgit oratie, how he rifcth in his fpcech by fix (teps one after
another, till he come to the height of both exprcflion and affe&i-
on together. -

1. Froman &aag, yea but v. 7. 10 an dane uby 598 £, quin
etiam certé, yea bat verily in this veife, not vermntamen, as the vul-

- gar, which is corrigentis, but qui nimo, quod eft amplificansis; He

is rifcn to a greater certainty and fetlednefs of refolution.

‘2. From andzia,v.7. thofe things to a-xdyla, the indefiniteis
proved an Univerfal. Thofe things arc proved Al things.

3. From an #ynua: ('n the 7th.verfe) in the time paft to an
nysuas twice repeated in this verfc in the prefent tenfe. 1didand
Ido. I'do yet fo account of them, as not altering my judgment,
or repenting of my bargain.

4+ From {nuler to gxvara. He did account them o, and
which is n.ore, he doth account them dung, that there isno lofsin
the lofing of things {o vile and contemptible, 5. From
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s From an dySuas Quuler to an luwsdbare I did account them
lofs, yea and I bave Joft them. What in our judgmens we may un-
dervalue, that by reafon of our /uft we may not be willing to part
with. But his judgment and practice, his hand and his heart wente
together, he had a&ually lof# that which his judgmeat told him in
comparifon of Chrift was not worth keeping,

6. From a {uular.to an Iya xepdiew, what fometimes was gain,
was now become lof3, v. 7. and on the contrary, Chrift who was
before accounted /fofs is now become the only gains And that al-
though won with the Lif7 of all that was formerly acconnted gain.
For whom Ibave fuffered the lofs of all things, and do count thsm bus
dung, that I1might win, and thele winnings were clear gains; for
the words are, Tre xecdy xepdiow, sbas I may gain Chrift.

So that as our Apoftle 2 Cor. 6. when he had before poured
out a whole torrent of moft Divine and Pachetical Eloquence, and
as it were fpoken feven or cight verfes with one breath, he adds
v 11. O ye Corintbiant, our momsh is open to yow, owr beart is en-
larged: {0 he herc tells you how enlagged it is towards Fefus Lib. 8. . ¢
Chrift, that whereas Quintilian reckons up but four kinds of em-
plification, Incremensum, Comparatio, Ratiocinatio, and Congeries,
of thefe four the Apolftle fpends at leafk three in this one verfe, in
which he exprefleth the incomparable excellency of Chrift, both
in himfelt and in his c@leem above all things that may come in
competition with him.

In which he hath fct us a very fair Copy to write after him, that
we with him in our deliberate judgment and pra&ice, may acconns
alllofs and dung that we may gain Chriff. And that we may do fo
the betcer, it will be beft forus to confider what particulars are
contained underthis Univerfal adyle, what thefe A/l Things are
which he fo undervaluesin comparifon of Chrift Fefus bis Lord.

They were. .

1. All privileges that accrued to him by his being born in the
Church of Godly Parents.  Of she flock of Ijrael, of the Tribe of
Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, v. §. )

2. (Which followed upon the former) the outward enjoyment
of God’s Ordinances. Circamcifedthe eigth day. .

3+ All his moral, beft works, and legal performances, though
with all zeal and accuratence(s, as tomching the Law, a Pharifee
Concerning zeal perfecuting sbe Church : Concerning the righseonfueft
which is in tbe law, blamelefs. v. 6.

NOW, Ou this he bad IOﬂ, U 7o
i G And
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And this A/} came to a great deal. The lofs of it would quite
haveundone an hypoeritical Phirifee; who had nothing elfe to
live and fubfift on : and thercfore if fiript of all thefe would have
cried out with Micab. Fudg. 18.24. Te have taken amay my Gods
and my Priefl, and what bave Imore ? But Paul now nolonger a
Pharifee, but become an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift hach fomething

"~ more befides all that, which he is willing to lofe for Chrift,

And that is. . '

4+ Tdsla all things 5 which includes more than all that was
before-mentioned. 1f you ask what? I anfwer according to our
Divines {whom Iam not athamed of, or of their judgment. )

1. Allhis own inherent righteoulnefs, and beft works after
Converfion s his Jabouring more abundamly than them ol 5 bis
Converfiom of [o many Somls, his mof holy and unblameable Conver-
Jation. Omnia, que € naunc Chriftiamus & Apoflolns ago & babeo,
as Zanchy upon the Text, which he fufficiently makes out to be
here included, both from the univerfal xdyla, as being intended ¢o
exprefs more than was before exprefled in his moral unblameable-
nefs and zeal before Converfion,and from the prefent tenfe nySuas,
now that he is converted he judgeth fo of all that he was and is.
74 wdaas ) wegirla, as Chryfoftom. And he further explains himfelf
on the ninth verfe following, that in this adyla he contained bis
own righseonfne/s of the Law, which he reje@ed for the righreons~
#efs of God by Faith. Nor by that righteoufuefs of bis own which
was of the law, didhe mean only bis Pharifaical righteoufnefs s
that which by the power of the Law, and his free will before Con-
verfion he did attain to, and {0 might call his own (as our Ad-
verfaries contend) but all that even by the power of grace he at-
tained in obedience to the law; and what was inherent in him,
and in thac fenfe was bis own, as our Divines fully prove, and I
may have occafion hereafter to fhew. . But what ? are thefe to be

De Juflifice- accounted exi@are? Bellarmine here cries out of our blafphe-
vimesh 1619, o And are they to be accounsed lofs 7 or are they 1o be loft,that
we may gain Chrift 7 No,not in themlelves; but in regard of

our confidence in them, as to pardon and acceptance with God ¢

not in paint of fanification, but of juftification, which the Apo-

file is herefpeaking to. Nom nece(fe babuit Paslus fe abdiciffe a

sribu fui, € a genere Abrabe, fierigy allopbylum ut fieret Chriftia-

wus, won debwit ex caflo impudicns, ex fobrie intemperans, érc. as

Calvin fpeaks. He kept the [taff in his hand to walk with, bue

it being crackt he did not lay his whole weight orit. Pan! did

- . : Rot
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* not quite caft away divers of the other things mentioned which
were of lefs value, much lefs inberems righteoufnefs and good
worksina gracious converfation: he did not profanely renounce
his Birth-right, ot Gods Ordinances : nor inftead of his former
unblameable carriage proved debauch’d und fcandalous, as many
of our high pretenders to Gofpel-Perfe@&ion do now adays, Thofe
things might confift with Chrift, and fome of them are neceffarily
required of all that are in Chrift. But ' :
Partly in way of comparifon, 7y wgisc xeisdr ovynelon £ wa- Chryfoftom.
(as the Greck Fathers fpeak) he undervalues them in com=T?¢0dorer Phes
puifon with Chrift, xalapars 78y usbrer Jid 74 xpeizlora, he as'
it were coutemns the lefs in comparifon of the greater, § 3dp &6

pdurs pody @, dAAS Tasmigiuas T usilora, 1§ TIv 6iTor AaBey wegisTdy
$)Suas 73 oxiparoy, as Theodoret exprefleth it. Incompare with
Chrift the Bread of Life, all elfe are ‘but exdfara.

And this efpecially ia point of Faftification, for (o to rely upon
them for acceptance with God would not only comparatively bue
pofisively be the greateft lofi, as keeping us from Chrift, who is she
gresteft gain, which the Apofiles words plainly fpeak, when he
faith, that he had fufferedtheir lofi, tra-xesdy usgdicn, that be

might gain Chrift, intimatiog that {uch a lofs of them, as to confi-
dence of acceptance by them, is fuch a means by which he might -
and without which he could not gain Chrift. )

. 2. In this fuper-additional a«yla he includes (and as Chry- #xds vy wegd
fiftomn thinks, efpecially) all outward excellencics and advantages */owixdr
whatfoever 5 his cafe, credit, profit, and all other worldly great- g:z’fﬂ:'
nefs, aud conveniencics : which yet he might have bidden as fair v
foras another, as being borm i Tarfus of Cilicia, #o mean City, (o A8 21,39,
bimfelf of no mean eltcem and accomplifhments, xal' dxegesdrny
apsary, one of the moft exqmifite fell. Acl. 26.5. andin it a prime
Scholar, and of the highelt form, mestxonTor vorie worrds supurixids
Tes. Gal. 1. 14. hehad got the ftart of many of his Schooltellows,
fo that his rare abilities occafioned the High Priefts before his Con-
verfion to make ufe of him. A&. 22. 5. and after his Converfion,
made the Heathen his Enemies envy him, and even Porphyrie
pitty him that fuch a rare picce thould be (Tas he conceived) caft
away in fuch a foolith way as he thought Chrififanity was.

So that we fee that he had fomething, nay much to lofe, and
which aQually he had loft and parted with, fo that inftead of his
former eafe and liberty, nothing but bonds and imprifonments and

il mifery sbode bim. Ad. 20.23. 2Cor. 11.23,24, &c. and
G2 inftead
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‘ inficad of his former fingular efteemn, he takes part with the reft of
the dpoftles to be accoumsed the filth and off-fconring of the World.

1 Cor. 4+ 13 °
So t?m %vhcms (in the former head of things) eonly his con-
- fidence in them was loft , here both Confidence and the things
- toowere loft,and yet heno lofer: for in them all he had loft no- .
ke 10,39, thing, but what he accounted dwmg, and either comparative, or
pofitive lofs, thathe might gain Chrift. From whofe e¢xample
our watch-word is, Go thos and do likgwifes To be alike affe@ed
to all thefe chings in comparifon of Chrilt, and that we may gain
Cbrift, to accomnt them all lofs and dung, and accordingly when
God calls, a@&ually to lofe fome of them, and all confidence in all
of - them as to our Juftication, or Acceptance with God by them :
whether they be 1. All outward worldly excellencies and advanta-
ges.  Or 2. All Birth-right-privileges. Or 3. The outward enjoy-
ment of God’sOrdinances. Or 4. All moral vertucs and perfor-
mances. Or 5. Even beft good works and inherent graces: All
in themfelves good and may be injoyed, divers of them fo necef-
fary, as that they muft indiffolubly be cleaved to and not parted
from. But none of them to be relied upon for acceptance with
' God and Salvationy however good and ufeful and profitable fo-
ever otherwife they are or may be, yet in this cafe they are (in the
fenfe before explained ) to be accomnsed lofs that we may gain

Cbhrift.
# 1. AllWorldly Excellencies and advansages.

Ta frorines 1Cor6.3,4+ wir7d iy wd xbopy. 1 Fobm 2. 16
fuch as the Apottle there calls the inft of the flefb, the Inft of the eye,
and the pride of life, i. e. Pleafure, Profir, Honour, and the repute
of great place, learning, wifdom, eafe, liberty, health, life it felf.
Of all which all that I have now to do is to thew.

1. That Panl and all the faithful of his fpiric eves de fadlo did,
and do efleem shem all lofi and dung in comparifon of Chrift.

g. That de jure, there was and is very great reafon {o to do.

3. For application, that it is our duty to be anfwerably af-

1. That Paxl was fo, the Fext fpeaks aloud in the fore-mene
tioned pasticulars. Nor was it only for a good mood here once ;
but his deliberate judgment, and conftant frame of fpirit at othes
times in all his writings. For Chrifts ake his profit was lofi,

aCor. 11,27, whillt be ferved him in such Poverty, Hunger and thirft, cold and
. mlkcdmﬁ,
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nakednefs, that he was fain to fend from Rome as far as to Epbefus 2 Tim 4.13

for a Cloak to cover it.  His pleafure exchanged for-wearinefs

and painfulne(s, ftripes and imprifonments, fo that he had had a

- very unpleafant life of it, but that for Chrifls (ake he 200k pleafure

#n infirmities. And as for honour and repute he had learnt in the

caufe of Chrift to digeft evil report as well as good,- to be accoun~

ted amongt the filth and off- fconring of she World : one, who for

his ft& was a learned Pharifce, and for his perfonal abilities emi-

nent above his fellowss whillt he defired to know wothing bus

Chrift Fefus and bim Crucified, he is content that the Corimbiang

thall account him a fYol and that Felix (hall call him a mad man,

fuch- a dunghil was the world to him, whilft Chrift was the only

Pearl. And althoughhe was hercin eminent, yet not o fingular

as to be alone in thiseftimate, for Chrift was, The defire of all Na-

tions. The Apoftle {peaks indefinitely, but meaneth univerfally,

Uy ¥r 8 7iud Tois wissUuarye 1 Pese 2.7 Toyos, to all yom that be-

lieve be is precions, or, asthe word zuus imports, the price it lf,

by and in reference to which every true believer prizeth all things,

and it abovc all. Hence even in the time of the Jaw, and b:fore,

when the Beauty and worth of Chrift was feen at a further diftance, -

and through: darker thadows nothing in the whole City could @é33a8sy.

prove a Cordial to the Spoule fick of love, as long as the met not gepy, 44, 18,

with her beloved. Nay Afupb had none cither in Earth or Heaven g, 3¢

buthim. Pfal. 73. 25: f{othat icfeems all- befides him . was no-

thing. Ifrael thtice a year left all to come to the Temple a type .

of Chrift, and yet nevesloft by it. Tt was by the faith ofa M. ffab, Heb. 11. .

that Abrabam left all; Ifaac and Facob, and the other Patriarks

proved Pilgrims, that Mofes fo undervalued the Court, Honour,

and the Treafure of Egypt. But efpecially in the times of the Gof~

pel; when the wnfearchable riches of Chrift were more revealed,

in the very dawning of the morming this Phofphorss fhined (o

brighr, that the Migi came from a far Country, took a tedious and

dangesous journey and ranthe hazard of proclaiming him King:

under the Tyrants Nofe. But when this Sun of Righteoufne(s-

was got morc up ;  how willingly doth the wife Merchant fell all

" to buy this Pearl. Masth. 13. 46. their garments are made his

Foot cloth, their hair his Towel, the pretious Box .of Spikenard:

broken, and none but a Fudas accounted it too coftly to anoint

even the feet of the anointed Meffisb. What an bonosr did they.

account it to ]ifc;{um for Chrift ? ¢A48. 5. 41. How ambiri-
o

ousaf difgrace ? How greedy of gain by lofing all for him? Tbez '
boved .
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loved wot theis lives untp death. (Rev. 12-11.) is but a pefagic

- Hethat loves bis life accounts nothing more precious than lite : and

therefore on the contrary, he that is faid mos 10 love it, is prodigal
of it, and {o Beza these rendreth it.

And thisnot only with thofe Apoftles and firft Difciples, and
othes Primicive Martyrs apd Confeffors. Not only with a Galea-
cius of Pizzardus,ox other fuch more noble Heroes, who

When bribed withall the world could promife to be drawn
from Chrift, could readily return anf{wer and fay. Thy money perifl
with thee, valeat vita, pereat pecunia, venias Chrifins.

And when threatned and pusfued with whatever the malice of
man or Devil could invent to drive them from Chrift : yeta Poly-
carpus could not fpeak an ill word of his Mafter, whoms be bad fer-
wd [o long, and never bad burt from. o

When called upon but to think what they did, an holy Cyprian
will not take time to deliberate; and in the midft of the lames
to a holy Lamberts Nowe bus Chrift, None bus Chrijt. Blefi Souls !
we envy them not their dureols, who on thofe higher flilts could

-thuseafily fride over the higheft Mountains in this World co get
‘to their Saviour in that other.

Its our Crows of Rejoycing if band pafibus equis, we can but
follow them in this way. And tiuly the poorett, weakeft Infant-
Believer, who can but crecep, yetcan go thus far, as to be able
from the heart to (ay, Chrift is All, and Alin Comparifon of Him is
Nafbi” . .

1 ltgs the firft word that the infant can fpeak,and this it can and
doth fpeak at its firft renewed Birth and Converfion. This felf-
denial the fislt Leffon then taughe in the School of Chrift.  The

- woice of the Crier in the Wildernefs that firft proclaimed Chritt,

Fer. 22,17,

Lib. 4

blafted as fo much wishering grafs all the glory of the Creature.
Ifs. 40. 6. That eye and beart that (as the Prophet {peaks) be-
fose was not, but for Covetonfnefs, &<c. is now o unmoveably fixe
on Chrift, that then at leatt it overlooks all elfe, and eyeth him
only.

— ipfum ipfum cupido tamum [peclare vacavit.

As Statins ot himfclf, when invited to Domitians Feaft. It was
not his rich furniture or coftly provifions, but himfelf only that
his eye pored on.  That was the Poets flattery to a Domitians but
this is a trwe Converts real refpe@ to Chrift.

However it is with any of usnow (and I know not why after

our more acquaintance with Chrift we thould Iefs love him) I fzm
' ure
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fuse if any of us ever favingly knew him, there was oncea time,
and that was in the day of our efponfals and Converfion, before we
came fully toenjoy him, that we then above all did moft highly
value him. Onedsop of his blood 3 ‘one {mile of his Countenance
was then worth a thouland Worlds. I¢ was then, thatas in the
entrance’into Canaan Foftma did bang up all thofe Kings before she Jofb. 10. 26,
Sun, fo weall Competitors with Chrilt before him zbe [unof righ- 37
teomfnefs 5 lofticft thoughts, pleafingeft lufts, choice(t contentments
wesemotified for part in a dying Saviour. And, as Elifes when » King.¥9, 20,
(upona Call) hefollowe®Elijsh, and Matthew, Chuift, they befy 21+ .
all, its faid in both places that they then made 4 foaft : butit wasa Lukes.27,28;.
Funcral anda Marriage Feaft in one : fo, a Sandins applieth i, 29«
when we are mazrried to Chrift, we are dead to the World.

2. And fo much themore it is, or (‘at lea@) thould be in after
more full and glorious enlargements , upon. communion with
Chrift the #ew- born-babe thac upon hungymg and thisfling hath
once tafted that God is gracious, more gladly layeth: afide alt clfe, .
and then Chrift to the Believer is indeed preciows. 1 Pet. 2. 1. 2, 3,
7. What ase all the treafures of the World to-thofe anfearobable
Riches which we there find in Chrift ? what dull, infipid, fowr
fluff are all the Eanths (weets to the leaft @ft of the fweotnefs of -
LChiiftin peace of Confcience, and joy of the Holy Ghott? mof
glorions and unfpeakable # All the glazing light of the Worlds
fplendor is meer darknefs to the loaft warm bright beam darted
into our Souls from the fun of righteonfnefs.

3+ VJr in cale upon our playing the wantons in. that Sun-fhine,
we be before we are-aware gotten into the gloomy fhade of fome
uncomfortable defertion, Chrifts worth is moft fadly: felt and feen-
in the dark, and our wantof fenfible enjoyment ofit. With what -
a fad weeping eye doth the poor Ifraelite 1ook on the bragen Ser-
pont, when the fiery Serpens hath fung bim. Truly lighs is fiveer,
and its a pleafant thing to bebold the Swn : but efpecially to the
Prifoner, when now caft into the dark Dungeon ;. and the fick.
man (though he then hath but a weak head ) can beit judge of
the worth of cafe, fleep, health, when he lieth reftlefs on the bed.
of langwifbing; and the delerted Spoufc when looking befides all
clfe fofadly, asketh, But faw you bims wbom my foul lovesh ? as
plainly tells you ac what rates: the would again recover her now
loft beloveds psefence and Company.. Now, if ever, with Pasl
in the Text the accomnrs all lofs, and: dung, that the may. gain-

i, Ao
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And therc’s great Reafon why a Believer fhould fo account al-
ways, if we confider what Chriftand all that is in the World arcin
themfelves and to us, and what faith is, and what eflimate it

.makes of both. T muft but only name particulars.

1. All the Worlds enjoyments are jn themfelves (and fo the
more we experiment them the more we tind them to be) lying,

.yea vexations vanities (as one faid) the matter of them Nothing,

and the form a lie. But do youall think, and let them that have
had moft and longeft experience fay, Is there not fulmefs in Cbrift ?
And is not a full Foustain better thana broken Ciffern. :

2. Theycannot fupply all our wants and neccffitics, and leaft
of allour greateft, and never lefs than when we arc in moft need.
In death they fail us, and in a day of anguith and wratb inftead of
relieving they often moft vex and wound us. But Chrift is A/ sn-
to All. Col.3.11. The Root and Bramch. Ifa. 11. 1. 10. Revel.
22.16. The morning- Star and Sum. Murus & antemurale’s Prora
@ Puppis, all in all 5 and therefore in Scripture exprefled by all
things that in all kinds are moft defircable and eminent. As the
lookjng towards the Temple which was (Tas Ifaid) a type of
Chrift, was a remedy againft all maladies. 1 King. 8. againft
plagwe, famine, v. 37, 38. war. v.33. 44. So Chrifts Robe is large
enough to cover all our nakednets, and the Plaifter of his blood
able to healall our wounds: heart wounds and thofe that are
moftdeadly ; and can take the fire of Gods wrath out of them,
He isa precious Diamond that fhines and {parkles in the darkeft
night : a Cordial that can fetch us again out of deadlict fwound,
and which in death it {elf can make our beart live.

3. As they cannot fupply all our neceffities, which are many
and great, fo much lefs all our faculties and appetites which often
are far greatcr. A beaft may have a belly full. But its he who is
greater than onr bearts that can afford an beart full of fatisfalion.
Its true, that the more the Worldling takes in of the World, and
the more a Believer receives from Chrift, they both of them flill
thirft for more. But yet (o far as Chrift floweth in to the one, fo
far he filleth and fatisfieth, whereas the more the other drinketh
in of the World, the more he is filled with wind and emprinfs 5
and from thence it is that the bydropick thirfts yet the more : when
you have fhewn a Worldling all that the World can afford, he, as
unfatisfied, fill, asks, who will fbew ns aity good 7 and fo, like the

" Bee flutte1s from one flower to another. But let a Chriftian be

fhewn the glory of Chri@t, he fets up his reft, faith with Peter.
' Let
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Let ws bere pitch a Tabernacle, nay make it onr manfion, for it’s
good to be bere.  Chrift by being born at Bethlebem Epbrata, in
thofe two words tells you, what fruitfulnc(s is in him, and how
g0od an Houfe he keeps to your full fatisfa&ion. .
4- Add hereunto, that whatever poor little faint content it be
which they may fometimes afford, or rather we take in them for
the prefent, yet it will mot laft long, (it would loath and weary us
if it thould, and therefore one half of cvery four and twenty
hours God allots to the night,in which we seft our minds and fen-
fes wearicd with the cloying furfeit of the moftdelightful obje&,-
wherewith the foregoing day prefented us) to be fure it will not
loft always. The Tow lighted and prefently extinguithed with
this faid, fic tranfit gloria mundi, at the Popes Inauguration, isa
good Memenso. mwedyes 73 aiiua, I Cor. 7. 31. aretwo very di-
minutive words , but yet do very greatly expre(s what poor
fleight and flecting things this World and all the Contentments
thereof are; but a fafbion, but a noife, but a fhadow whilft they
1at --- Stat magni nominis wmbra. Vanity cven when confiffent.
Pfal. 39. 5. But the worltis, the thadow will not ftand fiill, bue
proveth O3 I8 P/al. 102 11+ fhadow that declinesh 5 a ﬁ:{bi‘m
_that paffeth away, the noifé ceafesh ; the fandy foundation finketh,
the grafs of it felf withereth, if not before cut down. But Bleffed
be God that bis word endureth for ever, that Jefus Chrift is that
TOWN. Prov. 8. 21. folid and fubftantial for the prefent, and
over and befides,yefferday,and to day, and the fame for ever. Hebr.
13- 8. A Precious tried Corner-flone, DVQ 0D, founded, foun-
ded, afure foundation. Ifa.28.16. And it>s to be taken notice of
how that fixteenth verfe is brought in asit were in a parenthefis,
between the fifteenth and feventeench, in which is threatned the
over-flowing and wathing away of all other high Towers and
refuges of lies, to which is oppoled this unmoveable foundation of
this reck of ages, (that flone before whom the Iren and Brufs,
Silver and Gold, the moft folid and mafly metcals are but as the -
lighs chaff of the Summer, --- tbrefbing-floor, Dan. 2. 35.) the Lord
Jelus, who inftateth usin thofe fure mercies of David, Ifa. 55. 3.
invefts us with that durable clothing, and riches and ri bteouﬁle]?,
Ia. 23. 18. Prov. 8. 18. which neither moth nor ruft doth corrapt,

and fo they do not wax old or decay of themfelves, norcan any™

thief breaksbromgh or fleal, that we may be fhiipt of them by any
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others violent hand. T16AsuG- & Aapuary w7y dpsrily, (aid Stilpo, Rom.8. 38,30,

For 73 dgazdy the Chriltian writes, 73y xeisdy, and (o0 makes both
H the
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the fenfe and fentence more compleat and petfect. And then (as
the Prophet quericth) will 8 man leave the fow of Lebanon thas
cometh from the rockof the field, o fhall thefe TN NP W,
thefe cool flowing (cver-flowing) waters be forfaken? Let others
fit down by their fading Brooks : but let me ever drink ix 7ysupas
gixis dxoavdions #élegs of that ever ‘jolloming Rock, 1 Cor. 10. 4
whichr (as the Chaldee Paraphrafe faith) did climb up the Hills,
and run down into the Valleys, and accompanicd Ifrael then, and

“doth as much for the Iffael of God fill all along our wildernefs-
wandring here,till we be at 1aft filled with Canaans milk and boney
in Heaven. ) . ,

5. That we fhould judge to be of more worth'that'an All-
Wifeand a moft merciful God and Father beftoweth on his beft
friends, and that as their postion to-livé on. "But are all the beft
of the Worlds enjoyments fuch? which Scripture arid experience

Pfal. 17 14. frequently teach us are the portion of the greateft Strangers, and
93.3,4 ¢ his worft Enemies: which a Cain and a' Fxdas may have with

_ Gods Cutfe here, and (with the rich man in the Golpel) fryin

Hell for ever when he and they ase gone.  But whatever fuch gifts
the Sons of the Concubines may have, Chrift is the only true beirs
porsion. His precions elect ones only have bequeathed unto them
this Corner-flone ele& and precious, as their inheritance and portion,
to pay. their Debts, to live on, and therefore to be flood for:
whiltt for thisoutward trafh they either ate denied them, or if
they enjoy them, bave them only caft in as an sudarinm, or over-
weight above the bargain. Maztb. 6. ﬁ .

6. That is the beft good which makesthe poffeffors of it fuch.
Now although in the Worlds perverfe dialect Riches are called

Ecclef. $.13. Goods, and tich men good men : yet not only Solomons, but even

their own experience plainly convinceth them that they are often
tbe worfe for them, even for the outward man, but to be (ure never
a whit the better for the inwardmans in point of true worth as
bafe and fordid as any, and for matter of inward peace and fatis-
fa&ion oftentimes more vexed and unquict than thofe that con-
fli& with greateft wants and necffities.

But how good is our God in Chrift ! who is both dye83s and

Pfdl. 119, 68, dyabomosar, is good and doth good; and makes all thofe good

whom he beftoweth Chrift upon, by him alone quieting their
minds, rejoicing their hearts, inriching, ennobling their Souls, as
the Diamond doth the ring it is f¢t in, making them wife umo fal-
vation: (without whom all our wit and learning unmoniﬁeg‘:s
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but like quick-filver not killed, which poifoneth rather than doth
any good) Gracious, fpiritual, heavenly ; in a word, like him-
felf, holy here, and happy hereafter. And (hall Chrift and the
World then ever tome in comparifon or competition ?

7. Efpecially, fecing he hath done and indured more for us, '
than all the whole World either would or could 5 (atisfied Divine Ashefaid,will
Juftice, pacificd revenging wrath, reconciled God, purchafed Hea- ";:EZ,S"": e°f°“
ven: and what could all the wealth of the World havé done to any g, givey
one of thefe, which in a day of diftrefs cannot eafe one pain of bo- 1 Sam, 22. 4.
dy, or pang of Confcience? And (hall thefe then be named the
fame day with our Saviour ?

8. He hath valued us more than himfelf, preferred our eafe and

peace before his own, for our fakes became poor, that we by bim
might be made rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. that great rock in a wearyland,
{fa. 32. 2. that intercepted the fcorching Suns beams, that we
might wich the more refrefhment fit in the cool fhade. I'may not
fufpect,you will be fo unworthily ingrateful. Tappeal to your in-
geauity, Hath Chrift thus valued us above himfclf? and can we
do lefs than prize him above all ? _

9. And yet this the racher, becaule the World generally is fo .
prodigioufly untlrankful, that Chrift,whofe vifage once was marr’d
more than any man’s, Ifa. 52. 14. is to this day flighted more than .
any thing clfc. This was the flane which the builders once rejecied. Pfal. 118, 22
And fo flill, whil@ we are building our Babels of Riches, Honour,
and Preferment upon the Earch, and find that this fone will not
fquare with thole buildings,we chufe rather to reject him than ruine
them. Some more moderate deal with Chrift, as Boaz bis Kinf-
man with Rutb, would be content to bave ber, but not upon fuch Rurh 4. 6.
térms as to mar their inberitance. Others more profane and mali-
cious, will Rill she Son that they may bave the inberitance, do not Math, ax.
only ileight him, but from their. fomls loash bim, asZech. 11.8. 38
as the Jews who out of {corn and defpite Would not vouchfafe (o '
mach as to mame him,- who yet hath a Name above all Names,and Matth. 11.24.
Fudas like, will fell bim for 30 pieces of filver ( Matth. 26. 15.) no 25.6t.
more than in the law wis the mulél or price for the death. of a Fobn 9. 2.
Bond fervant, Exod. 21. 32. a goodly price which fuch bafe [pi- Zech. r1.13.
tits prize Chrift at : cither fimply {leighting him, or compara- pifip. 5, 21.
tively undervaluing him. The common mixed multitude (fill,
asof old) whilft they long for Onions and garlick,, account this
Heavenly Manna but light food: with thofe brutith Gadarens,
preferring their Swine before their Saviowr , thereby exprefling

* a 2 them-
- )
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Colloguia men- themfelves more Swinifh than theitHogs, asin Lutbers fable,when

fal. the Lion enterftain’d the reft of the Beafts with dainties, the fwine
asked for grains : and, as he there adds, whas (howld the Cow do
with Nwtmegs ? Such husks and draff do fuch Brutes feed on :
and fo little do they defire, and fo lightly eftcem of the bread of
life. The Fews, Turks, Arrians, Socinians, blafpheme Chrift :
Mulicious, Profane, Worldly Sinners, flcighe and oppofe him, as
e is King, Lawgiver, Judge, in his word, wayes, grace and fer~
vants. :

You will {ay, this is a firange arghment to pesfwade to prize
Chrift, who is. fo generally defpifed and undervalued; and yet
fuch as with every true Chriftian heart is very cogent and effeGual,
whilft they thus argue : Though others fléight him, who know
not the worth that is in him, yet this fhould not hinder me, who
am acquainted with it, from honouring him. Fhe wife merchant

" prizeth not the gem lefs becaufe the Dunghil- cock'undexvalueth it,
or the Scholar learmng, becaufe a fool derides it.  For all Michals
fcoffs David by his bandmaids was never the lefs bad in bonosr.
2 Sam. 6. 22. '

Nay becaufe others undervalue Chrift,we (hould the more highly
prize him, that o we may vindicate his wrongs from a profane
wicked world, that it may appear that Chrift hath fome friends
in the world who will and dare appear for him, wherein he hath
fo many Enemies that rife up againft him : And that others can-
not have 1o Jow, as they have bigh thoughts of hims unlefs we
mean againto crucifie him, if all his followers (as once) (hall
forfake um, and he have none to plead for bim,before mem, who

© oV zéwvep.  alone makes interceffion for s to God.  To come to bis own, Fobu 1.

11. and for bis owm not to receive bim moft unnatusal and un-
‘worthy, Let others thercfore at their peril tread snder-foot the
Yood of theCovenant, Hebr. 10.-29. But thercfore let every true
Hraelite who defireth the defiroying Amgel to pafs over, firike the
£x0d, 12, 22. Pafchal Lambs blood om the fide-pofis and lintel, and not on the

threthold, {o to be trampled on. ;
1o. Thelaft ground of this Doctrine and duty is taken from
the Confideration of what Faith is and doth. In the former par-
ticulars, Ex parte objecli hath been prefented Chrifts merit and
worth, the Worlds meannefs and bafenefs : and yet the Worldly
mans perverfe thought and cflimate of both. Now, Ex parte fub-
je&i, 1Us faith that feerh sll this, that hath an Eye to fee Chrifts
beauty, and a tafl to relifh his fweetnefs, is a felf- emptying grace,
N afting
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wfting out all elfe to make more room for Chrift ; hath fadly ex-
}erimented the Worlds emptinefs, and experimentally hath been
onvinced of Chrifts fulnefs. And cherefore it cannot be but that
" 0 yox who believe, and fo far as you believe, Chrift is Pprecioxs,
1 Pete 2.7. Pides ementis eft incrementum mercis. 10 faith chat Ambrofs
Jesteth a duc price and valsk on Chrifl, by realon of the fenfeic
hath of its own want 6f him, and that worth and beauty which
it feeth to be in him, fothat when othets bide their face from bim,
. and defpife Bim, and sbe dawgbters of Fersfalem le(s acquainted Ifs. 3.3, -
with him, ask the Spoufe, what is thy beloved more than anorher
belsved ? She rcadily an(wers .-- Nefcis temeraria, nefcis. You Gant. s. 9.
would not fay fo if you had minc Eye, for in it he is white and
ruddy, the chicfef of ten thoufands. It bebolds bis glory as the V. vo.
glory of the only-begotsen of the Fatber, full of Grace and Truth, JFobn 1:14.
though befmeared and covered over with blood and fpittle. So
that with Paslin the Text the can from her heart ay. Yes dowbz-
le[s and I comnt all things bwt lofi for ‘the excellent knowledge of
Chrift Fefus my Lord, for whom I bave [uffered 1he lofs of all things,
and cownt them bus dung that I may win Chrift.
But (for Application) Can we fay fo and fay truly ? what Ufe..
meancth then the bleating of the fbeep 7 toallude to 1 Sam. 15.14.
Ifhall not here deal with opei profcfled Enemies and defpifers
of him, as with Fews, who-in their wretched Devotions, pray
that bis name may rot and be blotted out from under beavens. or
with Turks that blafpbeme bim, ot profanc Worldlings who prefer
every thing, themeaneft outward contentment, yea.the bafet Juft
before him ; asthey who although they believed, would for out-
ward refpeés mot profefi bims and that Theodofins which Swidas Fobn 12 422
tells the Rory of ad vocem Tuefs. o : '
But with many vifible Profeflors, who, though they fay they
highly prize him, yet when put to it are very hardly perfwaded to
deny any thing of their profit, eafe, or other convenience for him,
and ftick not daily.for the leaft half-penny gain to. lie and cheat
and fo to difhonour him. Dcfperate madnef(s ! as he faid, Quan-
tum pro quamtile! Think® what it is thou getteft, and what (hou
parteft with, a&elt over again Adams fin; tor an apple lofeft thine
intereft in the tree of life. Theu willt never live and chrive upon
fuch gains : fuch miferable exchanges at laft will cerzainly undo
thee.. 1% not xeUosa xanssier , but Gold, and the only pear! of
price for: very dung, if thou wilt fland to Pawl’s cltimate. O fools, pry. o0 6.

when will ye be wife 7. )
] d ' And -

N
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And when will even thofe that ate made wife to falvation'
prove wifer than in their ‘pra&ice fo to undervalue Chrifi as they
do, whom in theirdeliberate judgment and inward frame of heart
they valueabove all? To fay and profefs that he is fo,and in a no-
tional way fo co judge of him, is an eafic matcter : but to fay
Paul’s words of the Text with Paul’s heart, out of an inward
working fenfe and experience of Chrifts incomparable worth ;

“conftantly to carry along with us fuch aGual worthy thoughts of

it as may have a real directing, over- powering infludhce into the
general courfe of our lives, and our particular adkions; that our
lives may proclaim that God only is exalted, and Chrift Fefusis
with us indeed above all: this is a matter which the beft of us may
well blufh, and our hearts bleed to think how exccedingly we fall
fhort of. When Peter and other weak ones in time of petfecution, -
to fave their lives or liberties,deny him: when the Spoufe fo va-
lues her eafe and reft, that fhe will not be at the pains to rife ap
and open the doors we, our floath, foas not to fet open the door
of our hearts in more bufie Meditations and more carneft Prayers
to enjoy him: when he o little in our thoughts, raifeth no more
Divine flames of love in our hearts, when his glory, and intercft,
and fervice is fo over-looked and waved, negleéked, betrayed in
our lives. -
But (as he {aid) isthis thy Rindmefs to thy friend? O (as

they) is this your joyows City# Is a Chrift fo little heeded and
thought upon, {o much fleighted and negleGed our joy and cromwn,
our alland more shan all ? Is outward eale, liberty, and advan-

- tage, Dung, that is fo overprized? and do we count all things

"-Ufc 2

A8. ¢. 31,
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Col 1.18,
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-

lofs for that Chrift for whom we will lofe nothing 7 O fin! O fhame!
fhould we not blufh at fuch disingenuity and unworthinefs ?

And let it fhame us into more high and honourable valuations
of Chrift 5 and this really manifefted when he and any thing elfe,
though otherwife of never fo much worth and xfteem, thall come
in competition 3 whillt we ever account it a Barabbas, a Robber,
and a Murderer, that murders us and robs us of him by being
made choice of and preferred before him. But God the Father
hath written us a fairer Copy, who hath bigbly exalsed bim, and
given bim a name above all names, that in all things be might bave
the prebeminence. And therefore let him have it in our hearts. It’s
but reafon that he fhould be advanced infinitely above all that is

" on earth, who himfelf is afcended far above all beavens. We know

not what trials in this kind, in thefc dangerous times we may
poflibly
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_poffibly be put upon. The Queftion may be which fhall be pre-
ferred in our choice, wbhether Chriff or life? It certainly will be,
whetber Chrift or a luft 7 Happy therefore it will be, if in a way
and practice of holy Afceticks, we now hit right in the one, that
if God fhall pleafe to call us to it, we may not mifs or fail in the

‘other : But jn both remember, that as it is Gods firft Command.-
ment in the l{aw, that we fhould have #o other Gods in Competi-
tion with him,fo it is the firt Leflon in the Gofpel that we fhould
deny owr [eltes, yea and comparatively bate fasber and motber, and Luke 9. 23,
whatever is of deareft and higheft efteemn, yea and éwordessdas Luke 14. 26.
to: bid adjeu, and utterly #o forfake all for bim; that whatever 33..
firaits and loffes; we may meet with, yet if we can butefcape as
ZEncas, with bis fasber in bis arms, (0 we with our.Saviour i onr
befoms and Confciences, our bulk, will not be brokes our postion
(which we moft prize,as that which we may live on) will remain
whole : and folong we fhall not b¢ utterly undone. Indeed we
fhall if with other loffes, yea with othex greatelt gains Chrift.
thould be loft. Dona Dei, fine Deo, will be Pagx adwes. If we break
with Chrilt forany thing, it will breakus; It will atbeft prove
buta dead Contentment, if not a deadly torment. But fhall he
pleafe to enable us {0 to #ndervalue as to lofé all for him 5 if hedo
not reftore it again in kind, we may be fure in a better kind to find

allin him; and this the fweeter becaufe more immediately from

the Fountain-head, and never fof{weet as then, becaufe we there-

by plainly fhew, that we in all thofe loffes and fufferings would -
own and make him our God and Saviour ; and therefore his good-

nefs and faithfulnefs are engaged for him as plainly to thew (if

not to all,yet ). atleak to our fclves, that he is fo.

O thercfore, that our Eyes were enlightned to fee his beauty,
and our hearts raifed up toa more anfwerable valuation of his un«
valuable worth. -

A more conftant exercife of repentance would much conduce -~
toit; whilft it fees fins uglinefs it would help the Soul more to ad-
mire Chrifts beauty, and by feeling of its deadly bitternefs, would
make it more [enfible of his incomparable fweetnefs. .

But more lively and vigorous a&tings of faith in this kind are -
moft ufeful; for it hath an eye ferioufly and bufily viewing the
vanity of the World, and the excellency of Chrift, and fo cafily
difcetns the difference. S

Ii’s it that tafts and feetband (as Fomatban did) by tafting feeth
shat God is good. . ' Ie
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It was an hand of faith that lifted up our Apoftles Divine
Soul hercinthe TFext far above all easthly enjoyments, as high
as Chrift in Heaven, and there fo faRens. He believed, and
therefore be thus fpeaks : Tea dosbtlefi, and I account all things

but lofi for the excellency of the kmowledge of Chrift Fefus my
Lord.

H. Al Birsh-righs-Priviledges.

°
"I“H E fecond fort of things which he doth parcicularly name -
and infift upon, and yet in compare with Chrift, molt glad-
ly fuffereth the lofs of, are all his Birth-right-Privileges, which
(verfe 5.) he thus exprefleth,
Circumcifed the eighsh day : of the flock of Ifracl, of the tribe of
Bewjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews.
And as we have it added 2 Cor. 11.22.
Of the feed of Abrabam. :
‘Which let us a little confider in particular.
1. In thathe faith he was Ciresmcifed, he telleth us he was not

‘born of the uncircumcifed Gentiles.

2. And becaufe Cireumcifed -the eighth dsy, that he was nota
Profelyte 5 for they were not circumcifed the eighth duy, as the
Jews were : but when atany time they took upon them the Jew-
ith Religion.

3. He further addeth, that he was of the flock of Ifrael, which
was a furcher priviledge, and preferred him before the Ihmaelites
and Edomites, who being of Abrabams and Ifaacs Pofterity, were
Circamcifed, as alfo the Sons of the Profelytes, which were circum-
cifed the eighth day; yct were not born Ifraelites. And whichad-

-ded much to the woblenefs of bis birth, in which they much gloried 5

as being {0 born in the righs and boly line, and of the Church, of
which alli Facobs Children were, and therein his bleffing exceeded
thebleffings of bis Progenitors. Geme 49. 26. -

4. Hecaddcth, of the tribe of Bemjamin: in which he coucheth
many Privileges and Prerogatives, as the.cerrainty of his being a
true Ifraclite, when (according to their manner) he could defign

the-particular Tiibe he was of, as alfo the noblenets of his Paren-

tage, in (hat being a Benjamite he was not born a Son of the
Hand-maids as fome of Facobs Childscn were, but of Rachel, not

-only the lawful but alfo the beloved Wife, and of Benjamin, who as

he was the beloued of bis Fasher, Gen. 44. 20. fo his Pofterity
. was
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was the beloved of God, Dest. 33. 12.  Of this Tribeallo was The Zaper,
Sanl the firft King of If7ael, which that Tribe much gloried of, and Benjamins
thercfore ufed much o natnc their Children by his name, as our g7 # the
Apoltles Parents did him. o oun dati-
polties Laren on. Revel 21.
Add to all chis as the honour of this Tribe, that in the Schifm 1.
and Apoftafie of the ten Tribes from the Houle and Kingdom of
David and from the Temple and Gods true woifhip, this Tribe.
was faithful and kept clofe to both.
Yea both Ferufalem, and the Temple, and v 70y isgbar, fell
within this Tribes lot (as Chryfoffom obferves) which made it to
be ¢ foxsualigs pigus (as he fpeaks) in both Ecclefiaftical and
Political confiderationmore honourable. . '
And in thefe five particulars, Benjamins Mcls was five times as
much as others.
And yet the Apoftle ftays not here, but adds _
5 An Hebrew of the Hebrews, to exprefs thefe yet further pre-
heminences. . : -
1. That both his Parents were of AbraBams race, and neither Hammond.
of them‘of Strangers. ' :
2. That he was not boro of the Greek Jews, or Hellenifts,that
in their difperfions had forgotten their native Hebrew Language,
and were voskilful in the Scripture : but that although he was Egtiug in Jooum
born-at Tharfbifh, yet that not being far from Ferufalem, and his @ 2 Gor. 11.
‘Father not having long before removed from  Fersfalem thither, 22¢
and being himfclf a Pharifee, was ambitious to retain himfelf, and
train up him his Son in the Hebrew Language : in which we have
him preaching to the Jews, 4d. 21 40. and fohedid, 73y ya-
exxTigg oalew, retain bis native Charalier, as Theophylad expref-
fcth1g, andin that rdfpe as fuch an Hebrew was more hanour-
ed, as on the contrary the Greek Fews were (ubje to be neglec-
ed. A 6. 1. :
5. But efpecially this he adds to exprefs the antiquiry of de- Calvin. Beza.
fcents whillk he calls himfe)f an Hebrew of the Hebrews, he ri-
fethup as high as Heber, as fome Interpreters tonceive, but ra- Cajetan,
ther as high as dbrabam, who in the Scriprure is the firlt that we
find called an Hebrew, Gen. 14.13. of M2y from his paffing oves
Expbrates into Canaan, and o an Hebrew of the Hebrews is much
one with the feed of Abrabam, of whom they moft gloried that
they were bis Children, Fobn 8. 33, 39. who was the Father of Rom. 4. 124
the faithful , as it were the head of the Covenant to whom it
was firft {olemnly renewed and fealed, and fetled in his Seed.
: I 4 Which
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4 Which might be added asa fourth Prerogative couched in’
thefe words, namely the privilege of the Covenant and Promife,
as Aquinas noteth noc unfitly. -

Now what a long Bede-roul, or large Charter of privileges
and Prerogatives, and Titles of Honour, doth the Apofile here
produce to check the proud boafling of the falfe Apoftles, and
to fhew that he did not undervalue them out of envy of them thae
vaunted themfelves of them becaufe he had them not, as many
oftentimes contemn thofe things in othets, que ipfi nefeinm ek
men babent , which thenifelves fall fhort of 5 But to thew that al-
though in all thefe he did equal, or excecd them, yet as to his ac-
ceptance with God he had o confidence in them, but in Chri and
bis rigbteonfnefs only.

We have here a lasge Field, in which in thele many forementi-
oned particulars we have fcattered as many ftalks with full cars,
which for our ufe and bencfit we may cithet gather up in fome
few maniples, or bind up in one ftheafand bundle thus,

That it isnot, 1. The Aniguity, nor 2. The Nobility, Rich-
es, 0% Greatnefa, nonor 3. The Piety and Godlinefs of our Parents
and Progenitors; or (if you will take it in one whole bundle) It
no Birth-rightPrivileges whatfoever, that without Chrift cap
commend us to God for acceptance to Salvation. .

This onc contains the gencral fum of that whole verfe, and
thofe three the chicf heads, which all the forementioned particu-
lars may be referred to.

But before I particularly confider them, to prevent miftake,
Tet me premife, that Paxldid not here play the Leveller, and jum-
ble Kingsand Queens, and Peafants all together, asina Chefs- bag,
God who is not she God of confufion, 1 Cor. 14.33. would have
us obferve order :  and when he makes a difference , would have
us take notice of it. And fo according to the thice fore-mentioned .
particulars of the ancientnefs, bonowrablemefs, and godlinefs of
mens Anceftors, his will is that they fhould be efteemed of ac-
cordingly. "

So for the firft, of Awsiguisys dnciemt things, 1 Chron. 4. 22,
sucientpeaples 1fa. 44. 7. Nations, Fer. q.15. Landmarks, Prov.
22..28. Rivers, Judg. 5 21. Pat/ol,jcr. 18. 15. Mountaing, .
Dens. 33. 15 are in Scripture {poken of with honours as ameci-
ent and bonowrable are joined together, Ha. o0 15, And truly if
ancieus Monuments be venerable, then to be the Sons of anciens
Kings i Scriptusc-Phralc,, Ifa, 19, 11. may well go for a

e Title
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~ Title of Honour, and not to be vilified by upfiarts of yefterday.

,And for the fecond, of Noble and Honowtable Parentage s He shag
enjoineth Honewr to whom Honewr, Rom. 13. 7. and faith, that
Lend is bleffed, whofe King is the Soms of Nobles, Ecclef. 10.17.
and when their Nobles are of themfelves, Fer. 30. 21. and threat-
ens it as a judgment when fuch are pulled down and taken away,
Ifs. 43 14+ 3.3. when he makes she ancient and the bomourabie,
the bead, Ifa. 9. 15. he would not have them rudely kicked and
trampled npon by the inferiours foos of pride.

And for the third, of what unvaluable worth and ufe the god-
linefs not only of our felves but of our Progemitors is, we fhall by
and by fec more diftin&ly. .

. But notwithftanding the true eftimate that is juftly to be had of
allthefe, and the improvement we thould make of them, yet in
the cafe of the Text, as 20 our acceptance with God and affwrance of
[falvation, in comparifon mith Chrift, efpecially if (as often it falls
out ) we bear up our felves upon chem (as the Jews did, Fobn, 8.

33. ) 40 as not to [ubmit to bim, it’s not all the privileges that in

any kind we can have by our Parents in general, ot their either
Ancientnefs, Hononrablenefs, or Godlinefs in particular that will
bear us out 5 nor did the Apoftle offcnd againft the Laws of He-
raldry, in this his Emblazonry, when he calls either hisown or
Parents riches and greatnels {uufer /ofs, or theizx Nobility sxdgana,
or dung, as the Plalmift fgeaks of fome Nobles, which perifbed as
dusng for the earth. Pfal. 83. 10, 11.

For the fith, The ancicotucfs of his Pedegtee, the Apofile ex- 1. Antiquity,
prefleth it when he (aith, he was an Hebrew of 1he Hebrews. In
which words he derives his Pedegree, aprimd & amiquiffimi ufg, draer 7dy
origine, a< Bezs gloffeth it, and carrieth it up to the Spring-head 3 ,';’?"‘,““‘" .
to Heber fay fome, at leatt 1o Abrabam the Fatber of the fuithful, ~*°*'*"
and the fountain of Ifracls and yet this bis anciewery which the
Jews fo gloried of, in compare with Chrift and his defcentin the
Golden line from bim, he valueth at 3 very low rate, even as 4ofs
and dung. Aund {o thould we.

For although Antiquity be venerable,cven ammnofs quercas, an old
fais.fpread- Ouk, that keeps the fap in it be a goodly tight, and
therefore much mose an old Difciple, as Mnafon, A8 214 16. elpe-
cially if of anancient family that in many defoents hath continu-
ed in 2 conftant fucceflion of men of worth, and honour, and
vertue, and piety, be moft honourable in it felf, and conveyeth

down a greater blefling upou poficrity, sctaining the fame Iag
. - - I2 . * _an
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and verdure (as the ftone, the higher it cometh down from the

‘Mountain, defcendeth with the greater force) yet, notwithfland-

ing the greate@® Antiquity of our Anceflors, if we cannot thew

our defcent from, and intereft in the Ancient of days, the ever-
Dan.7. 13- J,fing Father, and do not walk in the old Commandment, and in
Ya.9.6.  the good old way, and anciems paths, if we do not pus off the old
1Jobna 3. ik, and be not purged from onr old fins, make bags shat wax mot
17 er.6.16.18. ;1 as the Scripture {peaketh : 1 muft tell you, .

$. _ .
. Epbef. 433, Rom.6.6. aPer1.9. Luke12. 33,

" SeeSirW.Ra- 1. That thegreateft ancicatry, though you be Atavis editi Regi-

leghy ¥ Book b, is fimply and abfira@ly in it elf, as to inerinfick value and
R,',-’};’,,d,ﬂf’ perfonal worth,of very lictle avail.  Thele fumofeimagines (as
Pontice, bngo  Tnlly calleth chem ) will not much adorn thy houfe, much le(s (et
fanguine cenfe thee out of obfcurity. And chy boafting of them will be but like
g “’ -g""‘“" difputes about Evander’s motber, or thote old wives Fables which
3 & iva o't the Apofile (peaks of, 1 Tim. 4.7. ridiculons in themfelves, and
xoe +dr &r» Will make thee {0 to every onc that will tell chee, that the meaneft
sA’ nwdyI79 man as well as Thou had the fame Adam for his great Grand-

M 0"0‘(‘:"" father. ‘
0§ WO¢

y4re]’ dy #dls s Menand, Non domns antigua, &c.

2. If thy ancient Progenitors were good, it may be thou and
_the seft of their Pofterity are (hamefylly degencrated , fo long
fince that all good is forgottens; as often it falleth out, that man
Pfak: 49. 12 being in honour abideth not. Ab Awgmflo in Augsfiniam, from che
emincncy of Anceltors. worth, they may be funk into the depth
Fuller. of all bafenefs, and then- (as he faith) they are bigbly defiended
indeed, when tumbled down from that height of Progenitors Emi-
nency into fuch depths of unworthinefs, as old Treesufc to biing
forth, but little, fmall, and fowr fiuit, and at laft none, and then
dic and prove an unpleafing fight, till laft of all they be made
fewdl for the fire : or the ruins o} an ancient Caftle, which begee-
more pity than veneration in its beholders s and a Robe of honour
tran{mitted from Father to Son, when once worn thread-bare and
sagged, looks very poosly onhisback that weareth.it, whilefta
plain home-fpun new garment would be mose handfome. The
Scripture {peaks of resaining of bonenr, as well as of gaining ir,
Prov. 11.16. M therefore duceflors gainedit, their pofterity mutt
ook to retainit, if they would be the better for it. bor a worth- -
Xis Sot or begger to boatt, of his ancient extsa@ion which heis a
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fhame to, isa very ridiculous thing. It’s but seweranda rubigo,
wenerable for antiquity, but debaled, becaufe now grown rufty.
Is not bare fucceffion in places and perfons, unleG al{o in life and
dolirine, that is a mark of honour, to either Churcbes or particular
men.  Let not therefore the Papifts prove Veteratores with the
Gibeonites, to impofe upon us with their od Shoses. Wo. Thefe
we now (peakof deceive themfelves,as though thefe 0ld rosten rags
would. help‘to: pull them out ©of the pit of difgrace here, or Hell
hereafter, asthole Fer. 38. 11, 12, did to draw Feremiab omt of
the Dungeon. :

3. But it may be thofe thy fo Ancient Progenitors which thou dweAd us 73
fo boaficft of were very bad. Thy blowd of old was tsinted: and Yives. Me-
then, to make much mention of them were to rake their wnfavoury.

. Carcafes out of their Graves, which it would be more for thine

and their honour if they were kepe buried, and former things (as )
the Scripture fpeaks, though in another fenle) were not remembred, 7% 43+ 18
And yet they will, if their pofterity prove (Tas very oft they do)

beirs more of their finsthan of their lands: for fome fins are of-

tent:mes hereditary Difeafes, entailed on a Family, and ram in s

blovd, as amongft the Romans, fome Families were prudent, fober,

juttin conttant {ucceffions : others on the contrary.foolith, proud,

luxurious :  And all the Herods in- their feveral fucceflions were

crafty Foxes and Blood-fuckers. And the longer fuch Blood runs, See Bragins in-
the more corrupt it groweth, proves an o/d leprofie, which was M4!b.2.x..
more incurable. Lewis. 13. 11. Of fome families as well as per-

fous it may be {iid that they are o/d in udulteries , Ezek. 23..43.

retain the o/d batred againit-the pcople of God,Ezek; 25. 1 5-which

is the very venom of the old ferpent, whichtheolder, the ranker Revel. 12.9,
it growcth : and fuch a fluin in our blood is not to be wathed out

but by the blood of Chrit. And therefore when it may be faid to

fuch as Ifa. 43.27. Thy firft Father bath finned, inftead of glorying,

in being born of. fuch ancient Parents, they had nced rather to

pray with the Plalmitt, O remembier not-againft us, QIUR] NI Plalqg s,
former inigmities, orx. (as itisin the margin, and as 4. Ezra.and

Kimfpi render ic) of thofe that wese before us.  For

4+ (Which may yet help more to prick this {woln bladder) God
may vifis the iniquities of forefatbers upou their Children to many .
generations. Exod. 20. 5. Levit. 26. 39, 40.. Numb. 14. 18. Deut, .

S« 9 IJa.14.21. Jer.32.18. Norcan eAntiguity prefcribe with Some of old!
God for immunity, who fpared nottheold world,, 2 Pes. 2. 5+ but ::“"‘r:’&‘?“‘f'

prepared Topbetof old and that for the King 5. Ifa. 30.33. who 7,4, , -
. . : threatens
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8i quis paterni threatens to bring down into the pit the people of old time, Ezek,
i nafciter 56, 20, aod t0 mcafure bath theirs and their forefatber’s * former
";2':4",'" morks into their bofoms. Ifa. 65.7. And the fore the older it hath
' been, the inore iucurable ic hath grown, and the Debt the longer
it hath been on the fcore, with the multiplied intereft of it, is
likely to fall the heavier on them who at laft payforit ; as a
great old Houle, the longer it hath fiood, cometh down more fud-
denly, and the fallthereof is greass as it hath been oblerved, that
the ruins of fome great ancient families have proved the more
eminently deplorable, and according to the Proverb, they get on
old Honfe on their beads. Thus firlt the Ancientry of our Proge-
nitors is not to be relied on. v
2. Nobility Nor fecondly theis Nobility, Ricbes, or any other outward
g’;‘g";"‘"‘f" greatnefs.  This the Apofile toucheth upon well-nigh in all the
p,,,,f-’: D‘,’f “' fore-mentioned particuldss. '
1.dr Rom, Of the flock of Iftael, and fo of the right line. Of the Tribe of
Benjamin, not of the Handmaid, but of the lawful Wife, and of
the Royal Tribe, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, and (o of the feed of *
dbrabam, who (his fervant {aid) was rich and great, Gen 24.
34 and the Childres of Heth acknowledged him to be s Prince
of God, or a mighty Prince amongfl them. Gen. 23. 6.

And yet again all this our Apottle accounts as lofi and.dung in
comparifon of Chrift. And {o again fhould we. For though
this may fomewhat difference us amongft men, yet as to Chrift
and Salvation it giveth us no precedency. One Hill here on Earth
may he higher than another; yet as ro their neainels to Heaven,

~ there is na confiderable difference.  All the Saints fit about Chrift
incirculo. Revele 4. 4..  As to this none are nearer to him than
another 5 where there is neither Greek nor Few,  Gal. 3. 28. Cal.
3 Il
’ 1. Whereas aur interctt in Chrift is amongft thofe fure mercies
Ifa.35.3.  of David, of which nonecan develtus, on bis bead bis Crown
Pfah138.18. flourifheth, and can never be blafied. The Nobili'y and Greatnefs
which we bave by birth from our Anceftors, we hold but by the
courtefic of the Trtnes. When they frown and the wheel turns,
7¢ dro acle, and you may fce Servants on Horfeback , and Princes
¥fa. 23.9,849. lackying it ox foot. Ecclefs 10. 7. And the taller fuch Cedars grow,
the mote cxpofed to be ftorm’d and blown down. How often of
Nobles chpecially do we rcad that they have been broughs down ?
Ifa. 43. 14. Nabum 3. 18. bowud in chains, Pfal. 1,9.8. Lid
Captive, fer- 27.20. Slain, Fer.39:6. Famifhed, Ifa. s 13.

€re
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er. 14. 3. Thus we (ee man being in bonour abideth not : and Pfal. 49.12.

therefore feeing this Glory (as the Prophet faith) 1s fo ready to
/Yy away as a Bird, how much better is my Chrift, who will be (ure &of. 9. t1.
to abide wich me for ever ?

Buce you will fay a Pearl isa Pearl though trod down in the
dirt 5 and a woble fpirit or family may hold its own, and conti-
nuc truly noble under all outward abafement.

True. But then confider, 4

2. Sccondly, That; Nos manymigbty, not many neble are called.
1 Cor. 1. 26. That true worth is not always found in thofe that
in the Worlds ordinary Nomenclatnre are called Nobles and Gen- .
tlemen.  One of this latter rank of ours very lately hath very pi- Mr. Mofely in
oufly bewailed their debauchery, that they had put offnot only the his eumher G-
Gentle, but the Mans for which he feareth in our late Wars the e#7#lxér
frorm hath moft heavily and eminently lighted on that rank and '
order. I like not to play the Critick in @od’s Judgments on others:
but ic were well they on whom they fall would obferve them.
Nor is this the diftethper of our times only, for of 0ld we find the
Prophet, 7er. 5. 4, 5. complaining, that wheg he found all amifs
in the inferiour rank and {aid, I will get me¥d the great men and
~ Jpeak toshem, as hoping fomething more worthy and noble in .
them, he found that of all others they bad altogether broken the
yoke and bwrft she bonds, as Pfal. 2. 2, 3. they were the Kings and
Rulers that f2id, Let ms break their bands afunder, and caft away
sheir Cordsfromuss (asfome now profancly (ay, what is a Gen-
tleman but bispleafure? ) So Schechem is faid to be more honourable
than all the bonfe of bis father, Gen. 34, 19. and yet guilty of a
rape. And they were the Elders and Nobles of Nsboth’s Cisy, who 1 King. 21, 8;
out of fear and bafe compliance with Fez sbel’s wicked Commands 11
a&ed his murder; as the Nobles of Tckoab’s necks were too fine and -
tender to .put them to the work of the Lord, Nebem. 3. §. --- Now
fin ever dcbafeth when ever it prevaileth, is a reproachto any peo- _
ple, faith Solemon: and fo to any family or perfon how great pra, 14. 34
focver. Epbraim the royal Tribe exalteth bimfelf in Iffaels but s.9.
when be offended in Baal, be died. Reaben, asthe firlt-6orn, was Hof. 15,1,
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power, but becaufe be Gen, 49. 3, 4.
defiled bis Fatbers Bed, be nmft not excel, and {o he was devefted
of his dignity, his primogeniture tranflated to Fadab, and in part ‘
to Levi who was taken 1oto his ftead of fis®-born, and his dowble.
portion beftowed upon Fofiph 5 and that Tribe fet not on 1be righs
band but on the left, not upon Mount Gerizim to blefs, but on Eba?

" forr
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for the inferior and le(s -defirable office to curfe. Demt. 27. 13. For
Naaman to be (aid that "he wasa greas man and au bonourable, and
yet to have ‘it added, bwt be was 4 Leper, 2 King. 5. 1. that
mar’d all.  And (o ftill to be in the rank of Nebles, and Gen-
- tles, and yet defiled with a worfe leprofie of Pride, Cruelty, Luxysy,
aud the like s asit fainssbe blood, lo it may well prick sthe blad-
der. With how much more right might the Bereans be faid tobe
more moble, AG. 17 11. and Faboz to be more bonourable shanbis
Bretbrew, 1 Chron. 4. 9. who (as the next verfe theweth) was
Rom. 9. 21.  more diyout and seligious! and how more nobl: is it to be a vef-
aTim.2.20. (| of bonowr of Gods making! To be of the Blood-Royal of
Heaven, Brethren of Chrift the Son of God, the Lord of glory, to
bave the bonoxr that comes of Gud, to be partakers of his righteouf-
nels and grace which truly ennobleth the Soul that hath it, as
Epf. 9. Hicrom faid of Paxla , that the was mobilior [andisate quam ge-.
Fuvenal. Sa- nere ! The Heathen Poet could (ay, Nobilitas fola atqs unica virtus.
. 8. Chrift (Iam fure) made Bethlebem, that in it (If (Micab 5. 2.)
& udv ydr  was amongft the leaft, not to be the leaft among tbe Princes of Fudab,
‘!"’Ea‘,“."’.” ¢ (Matth. 2. 6.) becaufe he was born in ity and the more he will
'g‘f.?;,’uf'i'f,} do to any ot us if he be born in ourhearts. And fach bonour have
&M uler ivys- all the Suints.  And therefore faving to all their Civil Titles and
yusay desTiy  Privileges, we may fay (‘as he did) thofec that are truly godly
Bide- Phalews g0 in 3 (piritual and (o a truer fenle, the truly Right Honourable.
Dest.26.19- So I find in Scripture the devout ftiled Honourable, Al 13. s0.and
.f]’-”d':s"' bolinfs and righteoufndfs often joined with bononr , as making
Ifa. ¢8. 13, .
s Thefl.4.4 fuch truly bomourables becaufc God hath undertaken it, that
Prov. 31,28+ sheywbich bonousr bim fball be bonoxred. 1 Sam. 2. 30.
3. Butthirdly, Though iaward worth may be conjoined with
.outward dignity in Progenitors, yet that is not always entailed on
and tran(mitted to Poiterity. However the outward trappings
may. Indeed the Sun feeth not a more glorious fight than 1s
Greatoefs and Goodnels continued in a Family from Father to
« Znead. 6. Son to many Generations. When primo avulfo non deficis alter, .
Sy dag Aureus & fimili frondefcit virga mctallo. But the true Nobility of
',,,0.;‘;,”, 4. Parentsisnot thine unlels thou imitare it. And that often doth
el Plue. nothold, that furtes creamtur fortibus. Children are not always
svei 7ud.  like their Parents, efpecially in their worth and vertues, but prove
Lam.4. 5. wofully degenerates and then, for them that were browghs ap in
fearlet (in this kind) to embrace Dungbills 3 for Childsen ot Pa~
zents of greatelt worth and honour to betake themfelves to bafe
wmanners and praQtifes , is greatelt balenefs; which very much

dithonours
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dithonours their Parents, and themfelves mpre : which (were

Scripture filent) the light of Nature in Heathens cricth thame of.

Quam te Therfire fimilem. --- for Achilles bis Somto be like Ther- Fuven. Saryr.

fites, how unfightly did they account it! Amd the Greek Trage. 8- ‘

dian will calthim that is wnjuf, bafe, thomgh be bad one bester than $ 984 Mvases

Jwpiser for bis Grandfsther. And when a degencrous Son of a "i"“‘"""@'

valiant Captain, asked of Antigowus his Fathers pay, he returned ::,3),‘; (j',:,f

him this anfwer, £ax’ iya &rdexyadias & wlozyabias widdy M, 3iris dras

that he rewarded not Parents but pérfonal worth. Thou who 4ox#. Enrip.
challengeft thy noble Parents efteem, imitate their virtues, and Nasal ‘n}. '
nobody will grudge or envyit. Otherwife the Poet ¥ will tell %9' "‘3
thee that the Horle though of a generous breed, if he prove a Jade, 5, cr::);’,m
inftead of richer trappings muftexpect the Cart-gear, or Pack-fad- yensé yeyde,
dle. Ifthoubeeft fick and poor, art thou the healthier or wealthi- #s 7a07’ 5ads
ez becaufe thy Parents were rich and healthy, and not rather even 7%¢ 7exsios
therefore the more miferable 2 And thercfore whilfk thou ast vi- 257 &7%:

- cious, canft thou think becaufe thy Anceftors were virtuous, that ® Fuvenet, Se.
thou art therefore the better man, or not rather the more unwos- - 8. rrirogs
thily degenerous? Let Socrases in this inftru thee, that we jodge ;’."”’" epirbe-
not of the goodnefs of Corn from the ficld in which it groweth, v collo, G,

9

but from its own intrinfiek goodnefs ; nor muft thou judge of thy 45 7 rol
true worth by thy extra&ion, but thine own perfonal worth,which ,&’:{’,\ ;,’,.
only can truly innoble thee. , 8oy waeg

But this particular of Anceftors Nobility is much akin to the 7eeir.
former of their Amiguity, and both of them come in the rank of
thofe Bievixe, or outward worldly excellencies and advantages
which in'the former head we had largely fpoken to.

And thercefore I pals on to the thitd Birth-right- Privilege here 3. Godlinet
fpecified, and that is being born of Godly Parents. For this alo is of Parents,
contained in all the former expreflions. .

Circumcifed sbe eightb day,and therefore-not a Profclyte born o
a Stranger. :

Of tbe flock of Ifrael, who prevailed with-God, was of the holy
line, and all his Children of the Church and Childrem of pro-
mije. .
/(;f the Tribe of Benjamin, beloved of God and of bis Fasber,and
whofe pofierity kept clofe to God and his wosthip, when the ten
Tribes fell off to Idolatry.

An Hebrew of the Hebrews s IF meant of che Seed of Heber, he
alfo kept clofe to God, and joined not with others in the attemnpe
to skale Heaven by Babels hcigfizs or if Abrabam, he wa; th:

ea
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The Fifth SERMON
bead of the Covenanm and the father of the faithfuls and fo his
feed the feed of promife.

And yet even all this alfo he accomnts lofs and dung in compari-
fon with Chrift.— And fo thould we do, though we could vie it
with Paxl inregard of a long feries of moft godly Progenitors.

~Not but that this in it felf (cfpecially if duly improved) is a
great blefling, and highly to be valued, above being born Sons of
Kings and Emperours. For unfeigned faith to dwell in a Grand-

‘mather Lois, and to delcend to the mother Esnice, and fo by de-

fcent to come to Child and Grandchild Timothy, 2 Tim. 1. 5
how happy and honourable! Great are the Bleflings (ifnot hin-
dred in the defcent) which comie down from godly Parents (by
means of their Inttitution, Prayers, and Covenant) to their fuc-
ceeding pofterity.

1. Oft-times outward bleffings and profperity. Ihmael and
Efan came by their greatnefs, the fatnéfs of the earth, and dew of
Heaven by this Title, Gen. 17.20. 27. 3. as we after find 1t
again and again fignally exprefled, that both Abijam, 1 King. 1.
4+ and Feboram, 2 Chron.21.7. had peace and cftablithment for
their Fore-father David’s fake and Covenant, as the Moabites and
Ammonites (caped the bettes for Lots (ake, Dest.2.9,37. and
Solomon for Davids lake, 1 Kings 11+ 12,135 32, 34. Godly Pa-
sents do not ufually leave their Children Beggars , if they prove
not Prodigals, Pfal. 37. 25. I have been young, ére.

2. Right to God’s Ordinances. When the Covenant was once
made with Abrabam, Ibmael his Son though by the Bondwoman
had the feal of it ftampt upon him in Circumcifion, Gen. 17. 4
23- and Peter inferreth the like for Baprifm from this promife
made to them and their Children, A&. 2.38,39. and not only to
them Fews, but to us Gemtiles that were afar off , but sow sre
made near by the blond of Cbrift, and the [eed of Abrabim, Gal. 3.
29. and in their ftead graftedinto the fame Olive to partake of the
like privileges, Rom. 11.17. and as they were federally boly by
reafon of ‘their Root, v. 16. fo in the like kind the fame Apofile
faith, our Children are boly, ¥ Cor. 7. 14. and (as to this) to have
no more privilege than the Children of Pagans, is the Anabap-
tifts liberality : But moft unworthy is he of this choice blefling
that doth not highly value it, and accordingly improve it. For,

3+ By this right to the Ordimances and means of grace we come

" to have a fair advantage, and are fet in a nearer proximity. Chrift

faid to the young man (probably born of Religious Parents, and
' vertuoufly -
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vertuoufly educated) that he was not far from the Kingdoni of God,
Mirk 12.3 4. Such (as the impotent people of old) are fet in
Chrifts walk, and are thereby in a fair way to gain healing by it,
won indigni qui vocenswr ad fidem, as Ambrofe (Ca little too boldly) in Rem.11.16.
expreflcch it And if to be near to 8 Curfe be fo fad, Hebr. 6. 8.
then fuch a nearer probability of grace thould be efteemed and
improved as a great bleffing by all wife men, who even in point
of Worldly advantage, ufually do highly value their very poffi-
bilities.

4. Children of godly Parents , if through Grace themfelves
allo prove Godly, in the improvement of this Birth-right: Privi-
lege oft-times prove eminens' as in other gifis, (0 in faving grace.
Deum ampliora done conferre non dubitandum eft, (aith P. Martyr. in Roma1.16.
Faceb upon thisadvantage (aith, bis bleffings exceeded she bleffings
of bis Progenitors. Gen. 49.26. Asthe Snow-ball, the further it is
rolled, the greater it groweth, and the Child fet on his Fachers
thoulders is lifted up higher and feeth further. How eminent in
holinefs did Timetby prove who had the advantage of a godly mo.
$her and Grandmatber in a continued fucceflion? Obfervation of
what we may find in thiskind frequentin our days, would make
this good. But the ftory of the people of Ifrael, and what the
Pfalmif faith, Pfal. 87. 4,5. puts it out of queftion, that where-
as of Rabeb, Babylow, Pbiliftia, Tyre, and Etbiopia it was faid,
Bebold (asbeingalmofta wonder) that this man, i.e. fome one
tinglc man of note and eminency, Rars avis in terris, was born
there, as one Anacharfis in Scythia: yet of Ziow, of Ifrael it
might be faid, W'R). W', man and man, this sndthat man, i. e
very many men, mwlti piesate, dolirind, ingenio, rerum bellicaram
glorid, aliifg virtwtibus infignes (as Muis gloflcth it) were born
there : That little fpot of graund where then God planted his
Church, and {o where there was a Godly feed of Godly Paremss, af-
-fording more eminent men for holinefs and many other noble ac-
complifhments for their proportion than all the whole World be-
fides; And thatnot for the goodnefs of the air there, (as the Jews
Fable, that Aderterre Ifraelis [apiensem reddis) for the air of that
Country is the fame ftill, but we find it not producing any fuch
thing now : But becaufe the (pirit of God breathed there then,and
fo many Godly men and Parents breathed in their holy Prayers,
Conferences, and Counfels, by which (through the blefling of
God) their Children and Pofterity came to be fo nobly and he-

roically fpirited with chat 7237 ™7, that arsiua syspormdy,
K 2 which
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Spiritus prin= which David prayeth for, Pfal. 51.12.and that T T, chae
erpalis. wrika mewcdy, that fisgelar fpirie, which Denic) was indued
Spiritus am-  with, Dam 5. 12. .

Rlior. s. Tdonotinfifton that which may beadded, vig. the falvation
of the Children of godly Pavents dying Infants: of whom, (leaving
others to God ) we piomfly believe, that they are wraps up in she
bandle of life by vertuc ot Gods Covenant with their Parents to be
their God, and the God of their Seed, till they live to reject chac

" Covenant.

6. Or if they live longer, and very long in @ finful way, yet
Godly Parents, Covenant and Prayers may at laft reach them and
zecover them.  Gods Covenans endureth to a shoufand gemerations,

* Pfal. 105. 8. and that islonger than the World will laft. He mear~
eth for ever, as the former part of the verfe expreffeth it. And
this in a conftant fucceflion from Father to Son. Exod. 20. 6.

The'Prayess, Faith, and Covenant of a godly Parent recover-
cth, and proveth efficacious in two very unlikely Cafes.

1. When it feemeth (and in partis) intersupted by the inter-
vening of fome degencrate perfon in the line, as in Davids 5 after
a Jehofhapbat, a }gebomn, and after an Hezekjab , a Manaffeb; -

Bilic.grad.  @rc. Then, as Picolominens faith of Homowr in fuch cafc of iner-
cifion, it paflcth over per faltum, fo the Covenant leapeth over
fuch-an suworthy perfon, and recovers it felf in thofe after-fcceed-
ing, as the siver dam’d up in fome place, cither {welleth over, or
creeps about, and then runs in its former Channel, and fo the
godly Grandfathers Covenant, though broken off in the wugodly Som,
recovereth it felf in the Grandcbild, as Hexekjsbin a Fofiab, and:
Rom. 11. though the Jews have been broken off for many hun-
dred years, yet becaufe of God’s Covenant, made feveral 1000, of*
years fince (the Apofile makes account) will recover them to-

Rom 11,38 ward theend of the World. And thatleads to the

2. That thiscfficacy of recovery it hath a long long while af-
ter the Godly Parents are dead- and gone, as Abrabam’s before-
mentioned fome thoufands of years after his Death. Awd-fo, asI:
faid, Abijam and‘]:borcm had the benefit of Devids Covenant,.
though he long before deceafed.

And therefore although it be a great comfort to godly Parents:

So smong - _ ¢o fec theirChildren cloatbed with their graces before their death,

:‘:,:;m;, E- a8 4aron did Eleasar his Son, Numb. 20. 26. yet if not, the cafe is
was wont to fay, that he- resped this as afpecial fruit of his own vertues and' praifes, qndd
caram fpeliatorcsbaberct parcwes, aylfa. 39,33+ a3 L, de Dien reads it .
’ not
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not defperate, but there’s lifc at roos, as Fob exprefleth it’, Cap.-
14: 7,8, 9. to which I only allude. .

In thefe and the like particulars very many and great are the -
Bleflings that come to Children from godly Parents, were it their
Covenant only if duly improved : and it is the great fin of fome
Ghildren that it is not improved at all, and of the beft, that it is
not more than ufually itis. God, Iam fure, hath much refpe&
toit in his beftowing of mercy. Iwill for their fakes remember she.
Covenant of their. Anceflors, Levis. 26. 45. And they in thofe for-
mer times (who were older and wifer) in all their wants and
firaits, quickned their Prayers and Faith by it, whilft ftill and ‘up-
on all occafions, Tbe God of their Fathers, they were il think-
ing and fpeaking of, and pleading and having recousfe to Gen.
31: 5142553+ 32 9. 46- 3. 49:25 .

But notwithfianding all this (te return to my purpofe) as in
Gods Covesans with Abrabam-to be a God 10 bim and bis feed Chrift
was included, and principally intended, Gal. 3. 16. fo in the beft
Parents Covenant conveyed to their Children, if Chrift be left out
the entail is cut off, and all this cometh to nothing. - What s it co
be the Sows of the beft men, if we be not alfe the Sons of God, which
we are only in and by Chrift 7 fo that in compare with bim,and as
to our jmflification and acceptance with God, we may, nay thould-
with Paxl, comu: cven this happy privilege allo Jofs and dung.
For -

®

L "I‘His being born of moft godly Parents doth' not frec us from Sc. Maries

A that original guilt and fin which is conveyed to us from 4pril- 10
out firft Parents. David under the Law, though he could fay he '6”“
was the Son of Gods Handmaid, confefleth himfelf born in i Pfal. pry), g5, 16.
§1. 5. And Rawl under the Gofpel faith, we are by nature borm
Ghildren of wrash as well asotbers. Epbef: 2.3. Ourpext beft Pro-:
genitors cannet cut off this fad old intail of -our firft great Grand-
father. The winnowed Corn brings forth that which fpringeth:
from it with the busk, and the circumcifed Parent begets hisSon
with his foreskin, yea and with natural finful defilement, which -
was fignified by it. :

2. Nor doth it infule or propagate pofitive holinefs. Theis-
begesting of Children is-an AQ of Nature, but bolinefs is from
Grace. 1¢’s Chrift 1be Everlafting Fasther, who in this fenfe of bis
own good will begets us, Fames 1,18. P. Martyr conceiveth that

for the Godly Parents fake, God may do much to their Children,
' . at
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i'Rom.11.16. atlealtin a tendencyhereto, ur ad fidem adducantur,é donis fpi-
Minimé fandli- riths iéxjiruantur. And I'deny it not : but yet (0 as that he there
tatem und cam confeflcth that they do not propagate grace with natmre, but fin ra-
ﬁ""'z'f',"::f ther. Such apropagation ot bolin fi had been by the firjt Covemant
Yus pecearnny inithe firft Adam if e had flood s but in the fecond Covemant 10s
¢ nature vi- not fo derived by Paremts, but infufed by Chrift (the fecond Adam)
tum. immediatcly from him{elf. So thatalihough ir be fometimes cal-
Mal. 2,15, led the boly feed : yet that’s meant of federal holincfs, or of the
Ya.6.13.  former advantages to true holinefs, not of any neceflary or con-
' ftant beftowing s much lc(s of any natural propagating 1t to their
policiity. (Though the mother was an ele@ Lady. yet it was only
-t 78y Thayay 64, 3 Jobn 1,4. not all, but well that fome of her
Children walked in the trush ) For, »
3. Very often good mens - Sons prove as bad as others : indeed
Gen. 49. 26, fometimes very good, and it was Facob’s preheminence above bis
Progenitors,that all his Children were taken into the Church. Bue
Fofiab was a very good man too, and yet whereas he had but foxr
~ Of three of  Sons, 1 Chron. 3. 15. they all proved flark naught. A4 juft man
“them, See  begets a robber and fhedder of blovd, Ezek. 18. 10. as we read
2 Chron. 36 F,4r. 20. 16. there were feven bundred men lefi-banded of Bestja-
of the fourth, 77 . . X
See Jer.a2  Minty who bad bis name from the right.band. Upon which, one
Anonym. Annot, not mote argutely thar truly and pioufly, Itd nou raro ffevole naf-
Cantabrigie. cuntur & Renjamin dexire filio, and imitate them ratherin their
deformities and fins, than in their graces and beauties.
- 4. Nay too often beft mens Sous prove the very worft. Adam
‘1 8am.2.12. had a Cain, Noab, 2 Cham, Abrabam an Ibmael,-Izac an Efan,
Hezekiab a Mana(fch, Elies Sons the Sons of Belial. Many of
Davids Sons proved notorioufly wicked , and the unworthy
bafe Nabal, is 1 Sam. 25. 3. 1regiltred to have been of the
. moft noble and generous Caleb’s poftesity. The Fews who
Matth.3. 7. claimed Abrabam for tHeir fatber, Fobn 8. 33, 39. our Saviour
calls a geweration of vipers, and faith they were of their father
the Devil, V. 44. Nati de amico Dei Abrabam, vitio [uo falli fum
quafi filii Cham, as Hierom faith on Fer. 2. 14. A fad truth! fo
notoriouflv known, that it came to be a Proverb, both with the
Jews, 1113 30N deetum vini proles, Wine begess Vinegar , and
with the Greeks, “Hedoy vinra aiuale, Heroum filii noxe. . And 1
‘with that our fad experience here in the Univerfity of many pro- -
mifing bloffoms cankered in she bud, of very many godly mens
‘Sons if not wofully debauched, yet much degencrated, did not
prove this too true, and that the Papifts had not fuch occation to
’ ' condemn
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condemn our Minifters marriages by reafon of the frequent, abomi-
nable mifcarriages of their Children, as of old the feven Sons of Sceva
the chief of the Pricfts, proved Vagabond Exorcifts, Afls 19. 13, 1 4.
Thus Corrmptio optimi eft pefima : and be@k mens Sons prove oft
the worft of Sinners, whilit pinning their faith on their Parents
Sleeves, they do not only thereupon not accept of Chrift, (as the
Jews upon this account rejected him, becaufe they were Abrabam’s
Seed, Fobn 8. 33.) but alfo think it will bear them out in their
grofictt impietics.

5. And as thus they are often moft enormoufly finful, fo of all
moft extreamly miferable.

1.For aGodlyParentsCovenant will not in this fecure and exempt
‘their ungodly Children, when by their degeneratenefs they cut off
the entail of cthofe mercies which would otherwife follow upon it.

Not from temporal Judgments here. Sad is that word of fuch,
that they that found them devowred them : and that, becaufe vhey Fer. so.7.
bad finned sgainft the Lord, the bope of their fathers. Becaufe God
had-been the hope of their Godly kathers, therefore it made their
wicked Childrens Cafe defperate. So that (as Ezekiel adds) even
Noab, Daniel and Fob, three men eminent for piety and for pro-
tra&ing or diverting of God’s judgments from others, thould not
be able to deliver esther Sonus or Danghters. Ezek. 14. 16, 20.

Nor from eternal at the laft day. And here Confider,

1. With what face wilt thou then look upon thy godly Parent, A fad laft
who wilft remember what Prayers he made for thee, what counf(t1 mecting,
and admonitions he gave thee, and what care every way he took
about thee to keep thee from that place of torment , and all in
vain ? It was a-piercing word of that man of God on his Death- Mr. R, Bolion.
Bed which he charged his Children ftanding about him, that sbey
fouid not dare then to appear before bim ("much lefs before Chrift)

in an wnregencrate Condition.
2. Again, think what {inking over-whelming grief and con- A fadder laft

fufion it will be then as our Saviour {aid, to fee Abrabam, and Parting.
Yfaac,and Facob, (and fo your godly Parentsand Friends) in the Luke 13, 28.
Kingdom of keaven, and yor felves thraft out, and fo vaft a guif let

between them that were by nature fo nearlyunited. Pariing of

friends though but for a time, and for neccflary and good occafj,

ons do now oft-times occafion tears, and at parting atdeath, or-

by fome heavy outward judgment, very fad ones; when one is

taken , and tbe other left, Luke 17. 34. though they be taken

* away to heawen, whither we have hope to follow after them. fBul:
uc
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fuch-a fad parting as this is, when we (hall go sway into everlafling

Maith. 25.46. punifpmens, aud our godly Parents into life esernal, neves, never,
never to cnjoy or fee them more, unlefs it thould be, as the Rich

Lake 16, 23. . gnan that faw Abrabam afar off, he himfelf being in termens. The

, .thoughts of chis fhould fink into our hcarts now, elfe it will fink

o us into the very lowcft depihs of defpair and Hell then. Anlefs,

And the clofe 3, Thisprove yet a lower, that thofe Godly Parents of thine,
°:."'t~'l: faddeft who whileft they did not know whether God wonld bave mercy on
old thee, as David for his fick Child, 2 Sem. 12. 22. fafted and pray-
ed, and wept over thee : when they fec the iffue, and the good will
of God accomplifht upon thee, they will then quietly acquicfce

Prov.v.26.  init. Nay as cthen God will lagh at thy deftraction, and mock when
thy fears then are come s {o that godly Woman when fhe had ufed
all means to reclaim her rebellious Son, out of anguith of fpirit
broke out into this deep expreflion, finful wresch, I bave ufed all
.means for thy goodinvain : . bas look, #o.it, I that bave done all shis
forrowing, if thow doft wot amend, fhall sejoice ome duy so fee thee
frying inbell. A harth word you will fay, and it may be, not fo
fafcly imitable : but yet (they fay) was blcfled to bring home that
Prodigal 5 and it may be to do as much to thee. This only I
will 2y, that as David’s fear of Abfalom’s fad Eftate-made him
fo fad at his death ; -fo it was fomething yet that he died lamen-

3:Sam, 18.38} ted, and that he had a Father to {ay, O my Sou Abfalom, my Son,

‘ my Son Abfalom. Bt this is yet more fad, that if thou beeft once
Jodged in Hell, thou muft not then expe@ from moft tender-heare-
ed Godly Parents their Prayers, no not fo much as their pity for
thee in that everlafting undoing mifery. I dare not fay they will
or can rejoice in it : but their wills being wholly melted into Gods,
1 am fuze they will fully scwiefce in ir, yea and rejoice in that
glory which he fhall gain by thy mifery, from which not theie
Covenant, but Chriftand the fice mercy of God in him only can .
deliver thee.  And therefore even that (as the Apoftle here doth)
, is to be accounted lofs and dung in comparifon.of him.

Ue1; For Application. From what hath been fpoken on this argu-
ment , Let fuch as are born.of Godly Parents, and (o have the
excellent advantage of this Bisth-right-Privilege, Firft, very much
blels God for it, as having thereby an intereft in thofe many fore-
named Bleflings wrapped up init. . And if Plsgo thanked Naswre
that he was born an Athenian and not a Theban, how much
moze caufe have we to blefs the God of Nature and Grace too, that
we are barn Chriftians, not Pagans, clpecially if of srae and gedly

Chriftian

N .
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Chbriftian Parents, from whofe Covenant we have right toand in.
texcft in fo many happy privileges 5 that the Patent was granted
not only to our Parents perfons, but to defcend to their pofterity,
for agreat while tocomes which Davidfpeaks of as an unparal-
lePd mercy, 2 Sam. 7.18, 190, :
. Firlt, X fay, Blefs God for it .

2. Take heed of megleling, rejelling, and fo forfeiting it, as it’s

faid of them, 2 King. 17. 15. that they rejeted the Covenant

73

which God made with their fatbers, as Efam (old bis birsb-right for Gen. ag, 33,
amefs of possage, which the Holy Ghof calls a defpifing ofit 5 and 34+

the Apoltle counts him a profane perfon for doing it, Heby. 12.
16. and we fhall be as profane if upon lefs firaits than be was then
in,for the fatisfying of our vainer finful lufts we part with fuch a
bleffing, forhe that fold the birsh-righs loft alfo she blefing. But
Nabotb was more natural, who upon no terms, no not to gratifie
aKing, would give away the inberitance of bis fatbers. And So-
lomon weuld have us more ingeouous when he gives this in charge,
Dby own friend, and sby fasbers friend forfake not, Provi 27. 10.
much le(s owr own God, and the God of our Fatbers, and onr Fas
thers Covenans forfake not, rejeéi mot. .

. 3. Butas a very precious talent let us make much ufe of it and
improve it, as a postion and flock left us by our Parents, which,
if webe good husbands with, we may.grow rich of.

The Ordimances which by their Covenant we have right to,
fhould not fail to be improved to our greater edification, which
it’s expected we that have the advantage of godly Parents, pri-

. v;tc Carechifing, inftruction and Prayess fhould the more
thrivé by, L :

And ?bc more (as we fhewed) it fettesh #sin Chriff’s walk,
the nearer we fhould be to the {aving towch of Chriff’s garment +
and therefore even whilft we are not as yet converted, we thould
be lefs diforderly, nor (o far run away from Chrift in finful cour-
fes, as others are, but searer to the Kingdom of God.

And when brought home and converted , God expe@s fuch

~fhould be more eminent in grace and ferviceablenc(s, as having
befides their own care and endeavour, and the immediate work-

1 King. 21.3.

ings of Gods Spirit upon their own hearts, the happy advantage -

of their godly Parents Faith, Prayer, direGtion, encouragement
and Covenant » as the Boat or Veflel, which befides the wind fil-
ling its fail, is helped on with the Rowers Oars, ufeth to go much

the fafter, Godly Esmice her Son , and Lois hex Grand-Cbhild,
L fhould
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fhould prove a Timothy, a grown man when young. If thy fasher
were good. thow thouldft be besser: but if thy Gramdfasher too,
it’s expe€ted that thou fhouldftbe eminently godly. He chat can'fay
not only, O Lerd, traly I am sby fervomt, but allo the Son of thy
Hand-maid, thould more fully pay his vows, and the vows of his
Parents, Pfal. 116. 16, 18. and ever, when tempted to fin,fhould
think he beareth his godly Mother faying te him, as Basbbebs to
her Son Solomons what my Son, and whas the Son of my vows !
Give not shom thy firengib unso women, @ce Prov.31.2,3. B is net
for Kings, O Lenmuel, to drink Wine,&c. Whbat thou, a Son of

Juch a Parent,a fon of fo many Vows and Prayers, for thee to devote

thy felf 30 fin and defirullion ? Sure whatever others may do, or will
do, it’s wot for thee to be wicked and profane, nay it’s not for thee to
come lagging bebind, bus to ewigo otbers who baft uch belps and fur-
sherances 10 make greater [peed and progre[sinthe ways of godiinefs.
L’s not for theeso make is thy aim and pitch, only to be and do as
others, which wosld be nos only sngracions, but even umnatwral, to
defire rather to be like your meighbowrs, than your Parents, whofe.
examples and other helps (hould advance you to a more eminent:
degree of holincfs. In thefc and the like kinds our godly Parents
Covenant fhould he improved. But

Fourthly, (Which is more to my prefent purpofe ) ThisCoves
nant is not wholly and only to be relied ox, and refied in ¥ndced
Ifrael was bromgbs low, becaule shey relied not on the Lord God of -
their Fatbers, 2 Chron. 13. 18. We are to rely on the God of onr
Fatbers,but not snly on ous fatbers; and their Covenant (to think,
that becaufe our Parents were good, therefore we fhall do well
for this without further care of our felves will fail us; as the
Jews who built upon this, that they bad Abrabam to their fatber,.
notwithfanding they were funk into the depths of fin, whilft our
Saviour faid, they were of their fatber the Devils asthe rich man
was funk into the depehs of Helt, shough hehad Farher Abrabam
much in his mouth, as you have him thrice sepeating it. Lauke 16.
24, 27,30 And therefore it was that our Saviour (to prevent
or mect with this fallacy and delufion) exprcfly aith, Masth. 3.
9. Think not to fay wishin your felves, ve bave Abrabam so onr Fe-
sher, as though that,would beable to bear them out, for he adds,
that God even of thefe flones comld raife up children mnto Abrabam :
fo that he had no ueed of 1hem co maintain an boly feed or Church
upon the Earth, as was aftesward made cvident in the Jews re-
je@ion, God taking the ews-caff Gentiles into their room, asGod
to

« N
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to this day upon their rejeCting of him, cafts off the pofterity of
many godly Parents, and yet proves not Childlefs, adopting other
Families into that rclation which otherwife were moft unlikely.
Indecd the Child whillt an infant is carried in the Parents or
Nurfes Arms, but yet when grown up muft go on its own legs :
and fo whatever the fath of Paremss may do for the benefit and
falvation of their Children that dic infanss, yet if they live to ri.
per Ag¢, cvery one mult live by bis own faish, Hab. 2. 4 Other-
wife to live, and to be Children of difobedience, and yet for our
juftification to fay, we bave Abrabam to omr fasher, is but-a pjece
of ridiculous and blafphemous non-fenfe :  which foolifh Plea,
when the Jews made ufe of ta our Saviour, he fully anfwers and
refutes by replying, if ye were Abrabaw’s Children, yox would de
she worky of Abrobam : bus now you feek to kill mey this did wos
Abrabem, Fobx 8. 39, 40. and the like may be fliill aid to fuch
vain pretenders, yow bear yowr felves much upon this, shat you are
fuech godly Parems Children: bus if you be their vight-born Cbil-
dren, where are their graces # ashe {aid, --- dan’ ohwsg & Y4r0ai@-, Sophecl,
vipasy’ $74F & & 2oy, ifyou are-of the boly fied, hew jor much by
yowr boly lives. «You drink and drab, live vainly and fcandaloufly,
and even hate the ways of God (for fuch often prove bittereft
Enemies of Godlinefs.) Bt shis did not Abrabam; this did not
your godly Father or Mother, as God faid to Febojskim, Fer.22.

15, 16,17. thy Father Jofisb did judgmens and juftice, be jndged
#he eanfe of sbe poor and meg : bus thine eyes andshine beart are
et bas for shy Covetonfnefs, Cc. .

At non ille [asusis quo te mensiris Achilles,

Talss in bofle fuit Priamo, e,

You that bear the Name, and plead the Covenant of fuch a Fa-
ther, are proud, and filthy, and profane ; but semember, he your
Father whom you (o boaft of, and rely on, was not {o : he loved
thofe ways and people which you hate, aad abhorred thofe
courfes which you delight in. And- then as the Prophet Egekjel
Gid, Cap. 33-25, 26. yelift wp va eyes to yowr 1dols, and fhed
blsod, amdfleall ye poffefsshe lond ? ye fland upon your fword and
work abomination, andfball ye poffefs the land ? {o here. You pro-
feme and rejed the Covenans of yowr Fatbers, and thall you poffefs
and enjoy the benefitand blefng of i 7 No, as the fame Prophet
faid to the fame degenerated pcolla‘lc, that God would bring the
2

worf
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worft of the beatben, and they [bonld poffefs sheir Honfes, Exek, 7.
24+ fo even the worft of other Familics and Kinreds fhall rather
be brought into the bond and blefling of the Cow¢nant,. than
you that have fo wickedly and perverfly broken it.

And therefore take and follow thefe few other dirc&ions if ever
you would come to have the benefit and blefling of it. .

1. Labour to follow them in all their holy walkings, and to
be more like them in their graces, than in faces and perfons. If you
would have their bleffings, walk in their bleffed mayes; that as
they {urvive in you , {0 their grece:'may in yomrs, and fland up
in their fleads to do their deeds, as 1o emjoy their eflates and inberi-
tances, as God promifed to David', There fhall not fail thee a

Si tamen, Fun. man to fit on the throne, but it is S=RP, Only if, or So thas thy

itdtamenVulg. Children take beed o sheir way, and walk before me, as thow baft
walked before me, 1 King. 8.25. Itis with an If and an Only, If,

€4p.9. 4, 6. as it was faid to Solemon alfo in the following Chapter. And

‘ therefore, as Dgvid in his folemn-blefling and charge given to So-
lomon, (aid , And theu Solomon my Son, know the God: of. thy Fa-
thers end ferve bim, 1 Chron. 28. 9. fo let it be faid to the Children
of all Godly Parents, Ob knon and ferve she God of your Fathers
as they did, as cver you would enjoy 'the blefling that chey
had.

Indeed:to imitate our Parents we are naturally prone, and in
fome Cafes, cfpecially. in their fins, perverfly fet upon.  As is the
motber, [o isthe daughter, Exeks 16. 44. and if Vzziab will go
into the Temple, 2 Chron. 26+ 16. Abaz his Grand-cbild will fbus
sp the doors of it, Chap. 28. 24. Here we account it a piecc of
our piety to our Parents to imitate their impieties 5 as they Fer.
44 17. relolvedly faid, we will certdinly do as we bave done, we
and our fasberss and how foolifl foever Anceftors have been, the
Plalmit faith, their poflerity will approve sheir [ayings, Pfal. -

9. 13.
SEtra. 9. 9. ! wlgmich .continuing, ¥ and repeating, and perpetuating of their
Jer.44. 9. fins, is but Cham-Jike to wncover their nakednefs, to deface our An-
celtors Statues, and mingere in patriss cineres 5 and difhonours
them whom the law of God commands us to bowoxr.

But withall is the readieft way to bring down the heavieft judg-
ment on our felves, whilft we ftand upin their fteads to fill wp sbe

Matth, 23 3% megfure of their fins; and (0 to augment the fierce anger of the Lord,
' Numb. 32. 14. whilft he vifits on us both owr own and oxr fatbers
$er3.25.  fins sogesher , as our Saviour faid, that ou yow may come all the

) ' - ' - righteous
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righteous bload fhed upon the earsh, from the blood of righteons Abel
80 the blood of Zecharias, Matth. 23.35. or as Nebemiab [aid to
the Nobles of Fudab, Did net your Fathers thus 2 and did not onr
God bring all this evil upon sy and upon this City, and yet ye bring
more wrath upon Ifracl, Cap. 13.18. - ~
And thercfore as in this worle kind of imitation, the Scripture
forbids us to be like them (be not likg your fathers, 2 Chron. 30. Pfak18.8.
7,8. Zechar. 1. 4+ Ezek: 20.18.) and reproveth and condemneth
us when webe, Are ye polluted after she manner of yowr fathers 2
and commit ye whoredoms afier their abominations 2 Ezek; 20. 30.
and therefore if we would not add fewel to the fire, and more
- enkindle and increafc the heat-of Gods wrath, we fhould imitate
their graces, but not their fins, (as it’s fignanter faid of Fotham,
2 Chron. 27. 2. that be did right inthe fight of the Lord according
as bis father Qzziah did :  Howbeit be entred not into the Temple of
the Lord,-ashe did. He followed him in a fair way, but baulk’d
bim ina foul.) we fbould what wecan (asit were) revokeand-
reform their fins, by a quite other, yea contrary courfe, as the fou
that fball furely live, feeth all bis fathers fins, and confidereth,and ,
doeth not the like, Ezek. 18.14,17- So good Afa removed all the 1 King. 1512,
Idols shat bis father had made 5 and Nebemiab could fay, that his '
Predeceflors the former Governowrs, had dane evil fo and fo 5 But
he adds, But fp did not I becanfe of the fear of God, Nebem. 5. 15.
Its not in their fins that we fhould imitate them; as the Sous of
Korab, not joining with their father in his fin, efcaped that woful
pis-fall (Numb. 16.32,33 With Numb. 26.10, 11.) and were
Levitesin Gods fervice.  But in their Graces and well-doings,and
herein 1abour to exprefs them #o the life, that when they are dead,
they may yet Jive in thee. Heére above all things, take heed of de-
generating. That the Heatbens thould complain, ‘
Atas Parentum pejor avis tulis nos mequiores, @rc. that of the
yptians it thould be faid, another King arofe,that knew not Fo-
fepb, Exad. 1. 8. is alefs wonder : but that of the people of God .-
it (hould be faid, Fadg. 2. 10,17. their fatbers obey'd the Com
mandments of the Lord, but their Children didnot fo5 how (ad!
if after godly Parents and Anceftors (it may be) in fome fuc-
ceffions are gone to their reft, fuch prodigals thould arife as not
only to wat all that eftate which they had gathered, but alfo quite
extinguifh all that lufire of  holinefs which they had fo long con--
tinued 3 to bave the bead of gold, and sbe feet of clay, although
it exprefled what degencrous fucceflions therc are in the World‘i
, ap
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" and'as at this day we may fee in many,both greater and meaner fa-
" milies amongftus, yet we muft needs judge that they are very fad
changes; when pofterity proves fo degenerate, that God may
jultly disinherit thcm, and Godly Parents not own thet; as the
Prophet {peaks of Abrabams not kmowing his degenerous pofte-
rity, Ifa. 63. 16. as Augmfius would not acknowledge Fulia for .
his dawgbter, but accounted her rather as an Impoftbume broken
. out of hims-as on the contrary we rtead the eflc& of Fobm Bap-
Brxgens. - 4ift’s Miniltry was to turn the bearts of the fathers (to whor he
) yetpreached not) untothe Children (fo as Yo own them as 91%.
'Mal.4:6. g0, legitimate and not (purious ) when it was withall o twrn the
" bearts of the children to their fatbers, viz. in following them in
_ Axerflin de  cheir godly ways; dumsin id quod fenfersns illi, confemtismt & ifti.
. f’: D. L. 20. which therefore Luke rendreth by taruing the difobediens to sbe
. 29, . .
] wifdom of the juft, Luke 1. 17.
Thus Godly Parents and Children fhould mutually refle a la-
_ ~ fire upon one another, as Abner’s name may be taken both ways,
" 1 3em.14. s0. cither Pater Lucerna, or Lucerna Patris, cither the futher was the
lamp ox brightmfi of the Som, or the Sou the brightnefs of the Fa-
ther. Tndeed both fhould be murtually according to that of Sole-
mon, Prov. 17. 6. Cbildreus Children are the Cromn of old mem, and
"Wodinkeam. sbe glory of Childrem are their Fatbers : but that is, ifboth be vir. -
tuous and gracious, for cHe Blcflcd Hezekisb was in no fort dig-
nified by his wicked father oAfbax, nor Abaz any whit graced
by his godly Son Hezekiab. But thercfore it (in part) was (as
"Mem in Pre- fome obfcrve) that Abrabam, Ifsac, and Facob, are ufually na-
“werb.y. med together as mutually refle@ing a luttre on cach other, the
‘Rot giving life and (ap and verdure to the branches, and the flour-
ithing branches back again, commending the lively root, that it
may be faid they are tbe feed of the bleffed of the Lord, aud sheir
off-fpring with them, or, as itis Ifa. 59.21. the word and fpirit
of God may not depart out of thy moush, wor oxt of the mouth of shy
feed, mor omt of the momth of shy [eeds [eed from bewceforsh and for
ever. What a glorious refplendency is it when fuch bright beams
from Father to Son, (as of Bsfil’s Parents, that they were fuch,
Magiésgen 0- that if they bad not had fuch blefled Children of themfclves, they
fat, 3c. p.333- had been renowned, and their Children fuch, that if eheir Parents
bad not of themfelves been fo famous, yet they would have been
moft happy in (o blefled an offfpring) what a glorious refplen- .
dency, Ifay, is it, when fuch bright beams from Father to Son
and back agaio are thus mutually sefle@cd! and when bodh are
confpicuous
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eonfpicuous and eminent. How comely and glorious  fight is -
it co fec Abrabam, Ifasc, and Facob, hand in hand, going up to
the Mowm of God, ftriving which thould be formoft ! , ,
Ac lealt when there is a failure on the one part, greater cate
fhould be taken that the fupply may be made up of the other, as
that when the Childis bad, the Parent may be good, wt ramoram
flerilitatem radis [acunda compenfes, as Hierom ad Demetriadem,
or as hecliewhere exprefleth it, at guod in virginon poterat in ra- Ad Oceqmum;
dicébns demonftrares 2 asin fome plants in which the branches are ‘
ufclefs, the root is of Soveraign ufe.
Or (which is neates to my prefent purpofe) when Paremts ate
bsd, the Children nced be good o keep up the Family , st radicis .
amarisndinem dulceds fruilumm compenfes,as the fame Hierom, (peaks
in his Epiftle to Lets, as in {ome plants, when the root is good
for nothing, thefrais is admirable, both for Meat and Medicine, -
and as he there (hews of Albinws “Lets’s Father, that by.realon .
of his Childrens and Kinzeds Piety, was himfclf a Candidate of -
Heaven, and adds, that he thought even Fapiter (the father of all £go puto etiam
Molatsics and impicties) might bave believed in Chrift if be bad ipjvm Fovem
bad fuch Children and redasions s as our bappy experience bathf; babuifer ta-
fomctimes.found finful Parents brought home (0 God by the P1ay- pop ‘sorunfi in
cts and helps of cheir godly Childsen, and fo they proved means chriffum.cre-
of their fpiritwsl bisth, which weve caufes of their- waswral, ax dexe. ’
Jealt have been a mcans to keep off judgment from them, and fo
bsing henour to thems though tirey cominued bad, -
But if goed, didadouble, yea muleiply it, whillt they -were
maltiplied Copies and Portraitures of their Parents Beauties, a$
Tally faid of Sewwws Smlpicins: Nallam mmgmam nsmenservsm Philippic. 9.
clarins S. Sulpitins relinquere poswis quam effigiesn moy nns. [worsme;.
virtweis, conflamia;. picsasis, ingemii- filism , the happine(s of the
Son being onc great part of the bleflednets of the Father they being.
a part of .their Parents, and as deas, nay often dearer to them
than themfelves. And thersfors it is, that in Scripture as we find
God curfed Cham. in cwrfiag his Son Canaan, Gen. 9-25. foheis -
fiid to blefs Fofepb in blefling his Sons Manaffeh,and- Epbraim,Gen. See dinfworth
48. 15, 16. as ellcwhere he is (aid to promife to give-that to the in lcum.
Fathers, which he promifed the Fathers fhould be received on'y .
by their Childsen, Dess. 19. 9. as Gen. 46. 4. God promifeth to
bring up Facob again ito Canaum from Egypt , which he never
wasalive, and only when he was dead, but fully made good to Grorins in ho-

his Poftesitys - And: thus Children msy blefs their Parents, who 4m.
- are
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are wont to asktheir bleffing, and though I do not fay fully re--
gwite shem who were authors of theit beings, yet they may pay this
sribute of bonowr to them in imitating, and exprefling, and cqual-
ing their virtues and goodnefs.
2. Nay they thould labour, not only to imitase and equal them,

but if it may be to exceed them. :

Not in fin, asit’s not only faid of Antiochus, that he fhould do
that wbich bis fathers bad not done,Dan. 11. 24. but alfo of Ifrael,
that they did worfe than their fathers, Jer. 7. 26. corrupted them-
Jelves more than their fatbers, Fudg. 2. 19. and above all that
their fathers had done, as in the ftory both of Ifrael and Fudab,
and their Kings, as Omri, worfe than all that were before bim,
1 King. 16. 25. and yet 4bab that came after worfe than be, v. 30,
33. as drawing down more to the dregs and like winter-ways
growing decper and dceper.

‘But thus to add more fin is only to incresfe more wrash, Nebem.
13.18. ¢

3But Imean exceeding them m grace and goodwefi, as Nazianzen
(Orat. 20.) faith of St. Bafil’s father, warlds yap xearor des7i
oy 7 #asdds xandilas pbys 70 wearior Sxer, that however be ex-
ceeded all otbers, bis Son only bindred him from being chief of alls
Nor is this precedency and going before the father contrary to the
duty and [abjection of & Child.  We are not wont to be angry
with our fclves or others for defiring that owr Son may be a bester
man shan bis father , as when Dgsvid’s Servants in his prefence
prayed that God would make Solomon’s Name better than bis
Name, and bis shrone greater than bis, wedo not find he was dif- -
plealed at the Prayer, bue (it’s faid) he bowed bimfelf upon the bed,
1 King. 1. 37, 47. as faying Amen to it. Indeed Elijab (whether
in humility I cannot fay butIam fure he was in a paffion when
he faid it) Non fum melior patribns, Iam not betser than my fa-

-sbers, 1 King. 19. 4o But I 1emember too that Bernard faith, Re-

cedaut a me & dvobis qui dicunt, Nolumus e[fe meliores gndm pasres.
It but a profane modefly and flothful humility, more negle& of
God than refpe@ to our Parents, that when we bave greater ad-
vantages we make not greater progreflcs, and being fet on their
Jhowlders we do not fee and reach furtber, if we labour not to be
more godly, that we may be more blefled, as Facob faith, bis
bleffings exceeded she bleffings of bis Progenitors, Gen- 49. 26. and
as God promifed his pofterity, that in cafe they obeyed him he
wonld dy shem good, and muliiply them above their fatbers, Dens.

30. 5.
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30« §. Your Parents that lay up and get Eftates for you, and
envy younot if you prove ricker than they, will not take it as
any sndutifulnefs in you, nor difbonowr, but a glory to them, if you
prove bester than they 5 and therefore in this atkaft labour to ex-
ceed them. - '

3. However make fure of Chrift and intercft in him, whicB the
Texc tells you isa 73 Smegbxor, infinitely better in it felf, and far
more advantagious to you than all the relations you can bear to
them ; forif Children have this bencfit by Godly Parents, that in
a federal way, if the firft fruiss be boly, the lump is alfo boly, and
if tbe roos be bely, [o alfo are the brancbes, Rom. 11. 16. then how
much rather, and thac in a (aving way, if Chriftbe to us (by.our
implanting into him) both Firf fruits and Root, as he is faid to
be, 1 Cor. 15 20,23, and Revel. 22. 16. and the whole Covenan,
L. 42. 6. And thercfore if we mult leave father and mother 10 Pfas, 44. 10,
come o Chrift, then who or what thould keep us from Chrift when g5, 422
we may with advantage enjoy both him and them, the benefit 19. 29
both of his Covenant ‘and theirs too, as the Prophet fpeaks, of
receiving their fifters, Exek, 16+ 61. if they be i«:dly, orinCafe
they be not, yet Chrift will be able to {upply that defec, thae
wben fatber and mother in this refpe@ fail thee and caft thee off, yet
then God in Chrift may take thee ap, as David {peaks, Pfal. 27.
10. And (o cither ways, every way there is a blefling and matter
of comfort to godly Children, whatever their Parents are.

If godly, they have all the former blcflings of their Covenant, .
and Chritt aboye all to fweeten and heighten them, without whom
the l;l'cxt tells.us fuch birth-right-privileges as to Salvation profit
nothing. - ’

Or i%_: Cafe Parents fhould be wugedly, yet if their Children be.
godly, one Chrift may be more than all Parents, and prove afl
when they are or do wothing, but it may be what rather might
binder than fursher them, as when the fatber was an Amorite,
and motber an Hitsite, when in our birth-bloud, he may fay unto
#s live, Ezek, 16. 35 4,5,6. '

Aund when thou art deprived of any benefit by sheir Covenant,
thou maift take hold of Gods Covenant, as upon this ground God
comforteth the Sons of she firangers that feared they were usterly
[eparated from bis people, Ifa. 56. 3, 4,5,6,7. And this may
further comfort fuch, that (as the very Heathens have obférved)
It is more praife-worthy to be good when born of bad Parents,
vidaes wadizos 1@y drbgewar in #;;c smairiiy X TUesy 76 4% 1&'3, wur

sy
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Hocrat, Epift. Togay swdontpbrlay ysyorbras &5 736 tx 780 Jvaniroy x} yarswer,

adTim, & ;’g:” pafrgrlas (Mhﬁ? Suates 6ic yorsiierr yles, and thar although
they want the benchtof a godly Parents Covenant, yet if they be
the firft godly of that line, they may in fome fenfe be the bead of
the Covenant 5 and although they fall thort of that happine(s of
continuing the boly line tiom their Anceftors, yet they may have
the both happinels and honous to begin it to their pofterity, as So-
firatns and Ipbicrates when upbraided by their mean defcent and
obfcure Parentage, they return’d an{wer, they fhould racher be
honoured and admired that they were the firft raifers of their Fox-
fes, 371 dn’ 3uS 73.940@ doferar,, s one of them faid, and dpfe
73 brvs, a8 the other, that they fhould firft begin to ennoble their
Kinred and Families, as dbrabam born of idolatrous Parents, thould
him{lf prove the father of the faithfuls
. And indeed what mattes both of honour, comfort, ard thank(-

: giving is it to fuch! that

" Bgregia et - Not only for themfelves tbey fhould firfk be fo good when Pa--

boles faclerato  ypenss before them were {0 bad, 10 beautiful when Children of fuch

_Dataparente.  hlack Moors. .

Thou (fure) hadft a watchful Eye,and a blefled helping-hand of:

an Heavenly Father, when thy natural Parents dealt with thee as
o5 39. 14,15, the Opirich with her young ones, (againft which fbe is bardned as
16 though sbey were not bers, leaving ber Eggs in the Earth, and_ for-
getting thas the foot may crufl them, and the wild beaft break them : )
. did nothing to belp thee, but (it may be) much to binder thee :
If thom thrivet, Heavgn {ent thee a good Nurfe and BenefaGtor,
when Father or Mother did not Bear thee up in their arms, but it
may be did what they could to caft thee down ro Hell.

But fecondly matter of: further comfort and praile, that it’s
not only fo well with themfelves, but that alfo by their means it
may be better for others, even all their infuing pofferity : that God
fhould of all their Lineage firft own them , and then wrap up
their pofterity in their Covenans, and (0 an Ifaac be bewed out of
Abrabam, asan bardrock, Ifa. 51. 1,2. and a David lpring up
out of Feffe’s dry root, Ifa. 11.1, 10. efpecially if a Chbrit arife
from both'; that they who of themfelves were fo unworthy thould
be foaccepted as to convey their Covenant-bleffing to their Iffue,
and Chrift be'formed in their and their Childrens heasts, without
whom (as we have now at large thewn) all bisth-right-privi~
leges fignifie and effe& little as to falvation. o

And thus. much of this fecond fort of things which the Apefile

comparcs
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¢ompares Chrit.with, and prefers him before them, viz. All
Birth-right-Advantages, ‘

H E Third {ort is, 4l outward Chburch Privileges and emjoy- Sc.Maries,Sep
ment of Ordinances. This the Apofile.couched in that he remb. 25,
faid he was o . 1639
Of the flock of Ifrael who was a wreftler and prevailer with
God inprayer. And this was the Fews 73 mserardv, Or advansage,
tAhz; (0 them were commisted sbe Oracles of God. Rom. 3.1, 2.
n
Of the Tribe of Renjsmin, in which the Temple and Ark ftood,
where God’s wosthip was {olemnized, and in that he was
An Hebrew of the Hebrews, ot of the feed of Abrabam, who
was a Prophet, Gen. 20. 7. and tamght bis family, Gen. 18. 19, .
and {o they wanted not that Ordinance. This may be poffibly
couched in thefe expreflions. But however it is plainly expreffed
in that of his being
Circmmcifed the eighth dsy. Now Circumcifion was an Ordi- Locus i Reki-
mance, their initiating Ordinance, from which theretore the reft &ione, g;ju
" of their pedagogy is, ‘and they themfclves are denominated,when ;;: :"zj‘";: :z“
they are called the Circumcifion, by which they were diftinguithed ‘pyperins i
from others, and which they very much glotied in € 4n uncircsum- cum.
cifedPhilifline,a tesm of reproach,butCircwmcifion a title of honour.) .
So that it was a choice, and chief, and prime Ordinance, and there-
fore here fet in the head of all his excellencics, as being the prime;
and being to him adminiftred on the eighth day, fo it was admini-"
ftred in the moft regular and puscit way 5 and (o it holds aut and
* fignifieth chicfett and choicelt Ordinances, and them moft regu-
larly and purely adminiftred and enjoyed. And yet even this in
point of juftification and acceptance with God to Salvation,to Pal
was but Jofs awd dwmgs and fo in the like cafe thould be to us alfo.
Chicfeft, choicelt Ordinances, and moft purcly and regularly ad- poa.
miniftred and enjoyed, however in themfelves of eminent holinefs
and worth, and in their due improvement and ufe to us of un-
fpeakable advantage, yet for our acceptance with God they are
not to be relied on, or refted in, but Chrift and his Righteou(nefs
only. Pamlcounts them lofs and dung for any Confidence in them,
and fo willingly faffers sheir lofs shat be may gain C brift.
A truth (may fome perhaps. think ) i it felt mbolfome but (carce ob;,
Jeafinable now to be urged, when Ordinances are by fo many fo
much vilified , when the Socinian fo much blancheth both the
: M2 Miniffery (-
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Miniftery and Sacraments,and {o manyEnthsfiafts think themfelves
above Ordinances. Are they now at leaft to be lower’d by us when
fo unworthily trampled upon by others? Is not this on the onc
2.Ghron. 19. 2. hand 0 belp the wngodly? which was reproved in Febofrapban,
and on theother, to add sffliclion t0 the afftidled 5 which God cx-
prcfleth himfelf {o highly difpleafed with, Pfal. 69. 26,27.

Sol, Tanfwer,God forbid that I fhould undervaluc them at any time,
efpecially when others fo much fleight them: Bat I take it tobe
no difparagement to the be@ perfons or thingsto be placed in
their own rank, or for beft Ordinances to be fet under Chrifk
And for the time, although fome now pull them down too low,
yet others wind them up too bighs as the Soeinian doGrinally
takes too much from them, fo the Papiff, (whom at prefent we
are asmuch in danger of) in his opus operatum gives too much
to them : Nor doth the Embufiaft morc vilifie them, than the ig-
norant carnal, both Proteftant and Pspift, reft inthem,and the out-
ward enjoyment of them.  All I fhall here add, is, that this Truth
(by Providence) licthin my way, and therefore I may not well
balk it,efpecially fecing the Text gives me occafion to treat as well
of their pofitive worth in themfelves and to. us, as of their undes-
value in comparifon with Chrift ; for it being the Apoftles inten-
tion to advance the worth and efteem of Chrift by preferring him
before other things, it was congruous to that defign to compase
him with, and prefer him before fuch as were of fome, nay of
greatett worth.  For elfe, for him’to have faid chat Chrift was
better than fome of the meaneft things, had been 2.very mean and
low commendation, indeed a difparagement rather than a com-
mendation ;. for that which is buta little bigger than the leatt, i
almoft next to nothing.- They are therefore great things and
greatly eficemed, which Chrift is here preferred to, and amongft
the relt before the beft Ordinances; and therefore according to
the true fenfe and feries of the Apoftles arguing here, if we weuld.
make it to be rational, and honourable for Chrift.

Lhave two things incumbent on me. :

1. To fhew the true worth of Ordinances, and what anfwer-
able cficem we fhould have of them.

a.. How much Chrift exceeds them in true value, and fhould- fo
much in our valuation, as that however. otherwife we ought to
valuc them, yet 0 as to accowns shem lofs. and dung in point of ju-
flification, ix compare with bim.. . ' '

1o The firft, becaufe they are here made but as a foil, the better

‘ )
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to fet off the tranfcending beauty of Chrift 3 I fhall the Jefs in-
filt on. :
However Ordinances are here fuppofed to be in themfelves of -
great worth, and therefore by usto be highly valued, and that
defervedly.
" 1. Becaufe they are Gods Inflitutions, and therefore called Of- °
dinances, as ordained by him : and therefore alfo it was that when
our Saviour had inflituted them, Masth. 28. 19 go and seach and
baptize, he addeth, v. 20. that he would, and that to the end of
the world, have all obferved that be bad commanded, é-c. becaufe he
had commanded them. And if the Rechabites did fo adhere to Fer. 35.6,¢.
their fathers commands, the feveral Ses of Philofophers to their
Mafters Didases , angd others to their Inftisutes, thould it not
fhame us Chriftians to fleight our Fathers, Out Lord God and Sa-
viours Inflitutions?" If he who refilesh a civil Ordinance of God
receivesh damnation, Rom. 13. 2. theo he who fleights a fpiritual -
and moxe Divine Ordinance will not go fcot-free. Were we not
too proud in over- valuing our own fancics and conceits, and too
disingenuous and undutiful to fleight that which. we ought moft
highly to reverences This only,that they are the Inftitwtions and Or-
dinances of eur Soveraign Lord and dear S aviour, might make way
for their beft eftcem and welcome without any Letters of recom-.
mendation, becaule bis Ordinances.
3. Becaulc ordained fr all, for the bef, to be brought on and
to be carried on to everlafting life by. No, faith the Entbufiaft,
cither only for the Non-Age. of the Law, in which they were to
be taken beed to as ¢> a light fhining in a dark place, until the day
dswn and the dsy far arife inour bearts, 2 Pet. 1. 19. themw they
Shall no more teach every one bis neighbour, €¢. Fer. 31.34. nor
need shey sbas- any man fbould seach shem, when shey bave an - -
anointing sebich teacbesh shem all things, &c. 1 Fobn 2.327. Ox,
if for any undes the Gofpel, only for Babes and Punics who bave
need of milk , of fuch feftukes in their hands, that live by faith,
which muft hav; the hand-boklaof a-word, or for darker times, :
or at.molt (as ¥ Swenkfieldand * Saltmarfb fay) for the flefh, s gyip.
the ontward and old m:f& of 8 Chriftian ; which is to be dealt with 1552':.* Anne
by: Preaching and Symbols: But to the inward and sew man, all* Free Grace,
means and ordinances ave annibilated, and be [eesh God withons P56 '5°
meanss whatever faith may require, yet under the Regimen of the Sriehr-Star,
Spirit no fuch need, as no need of Star:light when the Sun is up s as < ***'**

in the New Jernfalem no Temple found, Rev. 21, 22, nor nmfg of
un
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“Sun or Moon 10 fhine in it, when the Glory of God doth lighten it,

and tbe Lambisthe light thereof, v 23.
This in a more full audience lately hath been difcuffed and de-
termined, and therefore ncedeth lefs now to be faid to it. Only

. (if youpleafe) this

Chapters 4o,
41, Goc.

27Tim, 3.16.

y Jokn3.29.

1. Astothe difference between the time of the Law and the -

Golpel : It was indeed then darker than when under the Gofpel
the day flar was rifen: But, Ipray, Remembet, It arofe in the
Minifiry of the Gofpel, and thercfore did not difannul :¢. And al-
though not (o great seed of teaching now as they then had, and fo
in that comparative fenfe only the Prophet faid they fhould wot
teach one another 5 yet (1 hope)-Chiift under the Gofpe! appoin-
ted Puftors and Teachers, and them to continue teachiog to the
end of the world, till we all come 0 u perfelt miny, Matih. 28. 20.
Ephefs 4. 11, 12.

2. Although fome Gofpel Times may be more illuminate and
petfet than others, yet the Scripture Word and Ordinances are
for the molt perfc@ 5 as long as we live by faith, it muft be by a
word ; and the Apoftle intimates to us we thall live bere by fuith
till in beaven we do by vifion, 2 Cor. 5. 7. Andif by thenew Fe-
rufalem be meant Heaven, it’s truc there will be as no Temple, (o
no Ordinances. Batifa more glorious Conftitution of the Church
upon Earth , No Temple fignifieth no humane Conftitutions, nor
legal Ceremonies, no  Fewifh Temple, which they yet expedt, but
pure Divine Worfhip and Ordinances, which Ezekiel (according
to the times he propheficd’in) foretold and exprcffcd by Tem-
ple-worfhip and Ordinances. .

3. And forPerfons. Although in Gofpel-times (ome may at-
tain to a ‘greater comparative "perfeiion than others, yet when I
read that she Scriptures are able to make even she Man of God per-
fet, 1fhall not afpire here to any higher perfcion, 1 hope the
moft fublimare and perfect here will not (I am fure they fhould
mot) be wife above what is written, 1 Cor. 4.6. And whatever
‘men talk of the Regimen of the [pirit» the {pirit of God himfelf
hath fore-told and fore-ptophefied (and that of beft Gofpel-
Fimes) that the Word and Spiris fhall go together, Ifa. 59. 21.
and although they that have rcctived the Spirits Un&ion, need
not that any fhouldteach them, AN’ a5, but.as that anointing seack-
eth (thatis) they by the Spint being enligh-ned and cftablithed
in the Gofpel- Truth (which they had beard from the beginning,

‘¥, 24.) that had been preached to them, they were antdored .

againft
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againft the poifonous Do&rines of Anti-Chrifts and Sedwcers, -of *

which the Apoftle there fpeaks (v. 18,19, 22,26.) So that they

necded not theirs (no more than we that are by the Spirit rooted

in written and preached Gofpel-Truths, ftand in need of Enthu-

fiafls) contrary Do&rines or infpirations, yet not but that they

{lill needed further illumination and confirmation by the Gofpels
difpenfations. - Elfe why fhould the Apoftle in that very Epiftle So Bellarmia
ftill further preach to them and inftruct them ? And (as Bezg d¢ verbo Dei
well obferveth) He is fo far from by thofe words annulling either lib, 3. <ap. 30.
Miniftry or Minifters, that he could not well more highly com-

mend them; in that he thews by the aflitante of the Spirit and .

the Blefling of God upon them, their hearers were fecured againgt -

all the Stratagems of Seducers, which we alfo might be if we

kept clofe to fuch Ordinances.

4- Which have their operation not only on the owtward sud
old man of a Chrijtian, but (as the Apotfile faith, and Gods people
by frequent and happy experience feel ) reach the Sou! and Spirit,
Hebr. 4. 12. and buildthe whole man wp to an everlafling inberi-
tance, A8. 20.32: It’s well they will acknowledge an o/d man
inthem, fo it feems there is fome flefl, and they are not all fpirit.
But however it’s by the word that we are fanciified, Fobn 17.17.
and fan&ification reacheth fim! and [piris as well as body, 1 Theff.
5. 23. This is and hath been the good old way in which the moft
eminent fober-hearted Chriftians bave gone before us ro heaven,
far exceeding our high-flown {ublimates in real godline(s, who
ever acknowledged Gods Wordand Ordinances, not only milk_for -
Babes, but frong meat for firongeft Chriflians, and therefore fhould
be highly prized, as being fisli of Gods own appointment, and
that fecondly for all, for the beft, and"’

3. Thirdly, for their good and bettering. This God faid of his
Commandments, Deut. 10. 12. and it’s. true of all His Ordinan-
ces : whatever our fins make them, yet in themfclves and Gods
primary intention, they are Soveraignly ufeful for our good every
way, whether as to all temporal ot fpiritwal blefings in Chrift -
Fefus, conveyed to us in the right ufe and improvement of
them. ’

1. Firft as to temporal profperity and fecusity. The Ark going
before led Iffael into Canaan at fisft, Fob. 5. 6, 13. and it broughe
a blefing withit to Obed Edoms Houfe atterward, 2 Sam. 6. 11.
and Datid hearing of fuch a blefling by it, refted not till by bring-

ing it mearer % bim he might have a part in if, v. 12. Whicfh‘lh;
' o aile
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failed not of 3 for Pfal. 132. fpeaking of it, after the fetling of:it
(in the beginning of the Pfalm) you find all blcfled and fetled in
the State (in the latter part of it) which telleth us that the right
fectlement of Gods Worfhip and Ordinances, is both firft in-let
into and after-eftablithment of our outward peace and fecurity : as
ou the contrary, the unfectlement or removal of them fets open
“the Sluce, and picrceth the Bank tharall outward judgments may
_ come flowing in upon us, as Fordans waters did as foon as the
Pricfls feet were lifted up out of it, Fofb. 4.8. fo when Gods

‘Houfe laywaft, A0, the word is, Hagg. 1. 9. it prefently follow- -

eth in a conjugate word of the fame root, 21 NIPR), that God

‘¢alled for a drought and dclolation mpow theland, v. 11« David

. . confidered this well, and therefore to prevent it you read thus of
W ALY, him, 2 Sam. 6.1,2. Again David gathered Ifrael together to
bring up the Ark of God toits place. That woid Agein relates to

a former fuft gathering of them in the former Chapter to make

him King, and fo to fctile the State, and thereby to faften his Scaf-

fold; but you [ee the very next meeting was to fettle the Ark that

he might be at his work, as it was afterward the very firlt work

2 Chron.29.3. both of Hezekisb and Jofish to order the Temple, as the beft-
ard34.. means to fettle the Kingdom. And therefore Semacherib took

a_very unfit time for his purpofe to invade Fudab in the days of
Hizekjab, when it was (as it’s remarkably exprefled, 2 Chron.
32¢ 1.) afterthe eftablifomens of Gods boufe, fos that o fafined
the State, that he could not unfettle it, I confefs it’s very fad
that we read of a quite contrary event of the like care of Fofiab,
2 Chron. 35. 20+ that after be bad prepsred the Temple, Pbaraok
Necho came up, and when Fofisb would nceds fighs with. bim, he
was flain by bim: But this weakneth not the Truth I am now
upon, for that was from his own wilfulnefs, and if a man will
frowardly poifon his wound, it nothing impairs the healing efhi-
cacy of the plaifter, fo that, That inftance only holds forth chis to
us, that Gods Ordinances will not fecure us from the danger of
our own fins and frowardnefs, though they will from other mens
malice : and therefore althougha bloody Feab may be flain whil®
3 King: 3.28. he 2akes bold of the borns of the Altar, yet a more innocent David,

34 even when Hofts of Enemies encamp againft bim, Pfsl. 27. 2, 3.

+Exod. 31.14  takes San€uary in Gods Temple, 2. 4. and there you find him as
tn afecret and fafe Pavilion, v.5. And if legal Ordinances pro-

ved fo bencficial, it would be fisange if Gofpel-Osdinances fhould

come behind them, and prove a lefs blefling when. the Apofillc

calls
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calls it wadpoue iuneyfas, the fuine(s of the bleffing of the Gofpel
Chrift, Rom. 15. 29. He co{x‘ld arppcal to his Cfrif;'nbiam,/i:hg'
they bad reccived dsmmage by bim innibing. But when he com- 2 Cor. 9, 9,
eth to the Romans with a full bleffing, he makes account that he
fhould be beneficial to them in all things, in temporals as well as
fpirituals. For although it fuits beft with the adult age of the Gof-
pel to have our chicf portion by it in fpirituals; yet fuchis the
bounty of our Saviour as to encourage and reward the kind en-
tertainment of it with temporals? fo that although very heavy
outward judgments have often followed the preaching of it,
which Heathens have obferved and were wont to object againtt it,
yet both Auftin himfelf and Orofius his Scholar (whom he et on De civir. 1, 1.
work to an{wer that Cavil and Blafphemy) have fully thewn that
thofe outward judgments came not by mens having and enjoy.
_ing, but their negle&ing and abufing of fuch mercies; for other-
wife it was an experienced truth, that valles florent cum Evangelio,
and the Gofpel of Pesce, whichholds forth the riches of Gods
grace and bounty, were it but an(werably reccived, would bring
along with it (if we would but ¢ry God in this as Mal. 3. 10. ) the
increafc and continuance of outward peace and plenty. But that
is but wifdoms left-band largef in outward mercies.

2. But her Right Hand reacheth out better, even fpiritnal and
eternal Bleflings. And how fhould the #ord and other Ordinances
upon this account be valued, when they are the Golden Pipes that
convey the Golden Oyl of light and life to the Church, the fan&i- Zech. 4. 12
fied ordinary means and infiraments of grace and falvation, the
immortal feed that begets us, 1 Pet. 1. 230 < Fames 1. 18. and
faith in us, Rom. 10. 17. the milk and bread of life which feeds
and ftrengthens us, Hebr. 5. 12. the higheft cordial to revive us,
Pfil. 119. 92,111, 143. in our firft converfion, as God works
in us in a moral way, the aitive inflrumens by which he perfwadcs
us, 2 Cor. 5.20. and asa Phyfical agent he infufeth a principle
of graceinto us, a paffive infirumem (if Imayfocallit) adpre-
[emsiam cujus, he puts a new life into us, as be quickwed Lagarus
whilelt he ‘bad bim come out of bis grave, Fobm 11. 43,44+ as in
the beginning these was light when God faid, Les their be light,
Gen- 1. 3. Oras whilf Peter was [peaking, tbe Holy Gboft fell on all
thems that beardthe word, A&.10. 44. and afterward it proves-
the word of bis grace, which is able to build ws up, and to givess
e inberitance among all them thas are fandified, oA4a. 20.32.in
a word, the power of God 1o jblvgion, Rom. 1. 16 ' And

n
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Queft, And muft then the Childrens bread (thefe dainties) be eaft to
Dogs, whillt they are here called gxdBara? Muft we, nay May we
account thefe Ordinances as lofs and dung, which we have feen
are fo foveraignly and every way ufeful and bencticial ?

Aol Not as in themfclves; not, as they are the happy means of fo
much good to us, or the rich gifts of Gods diftinguithing bounty,
Nou fecis taliter omni Nationi, Pfal. 147. 20. It was the Ipdzor
.of that Tead xdle 7dyle seiwey aserardn, the chief of that much
every way advantage which the Jew buad, that 1o them were com-
mitted the Oracles of God, Rom. 3. 1, 2. a prime fign of Gods
love, and therefore fet fisft, Deat- 33. 3. be loved bis people, and
then it follows, tbey fat (as Scholars) at his feet to veceive of bis
word and bis law was their inberitance, v. 4. and therefore they

Numb. 21. 5. are heavily ditempered Souls which call this Heavenly Manns

n€or.1.21,33. fight food: right out mad that judicially account and call it sbe

foolifbnefs of preaching. Were thefe Ordinances of (o little worth,
ungodly nien fhould not pay o dear for their neglect and abufe
of them, as the Afianand other Eaftern Churches in their prefent
defolation, and Capernaum of whom Chrift upon this account
faid, that it will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodom
and Gomorrah, then for them, Matth. 11. 24. Now it doth not
confift with the Juftice, at leaft with the fweetnefs of God, to
take great forfeitures, or toinfli& great punifbments for fmall
offences.

And were Preaching fuch Foolifhuefs, why then are they who (o
much declaim againft it fuch feols as (o frequently after their fa-
thion to pradiife it? By thatit feemeth they have fo much wit as-

) to underftand the ufefulnefs of it, at leaft to upho'd arid increafe

Hoornbech in  their party, as the Seekers for that purpofe will have their Eccle-

JummiControv, fiam Conviventia, asthey callit. 1ts not preaching therefore,bue

l"":‘g,""%', the preachers that they are fo much againft, whom thiy would

43 Apologid pro have to be none but themfelves, who in this fusther woft foully

Ecclefié- Chri- miftake, that they take their Curfing and railing to be the only

fliard,&¢.  Gofpel-Preaching , than which nothing is more contrary to the
fpirit of the Gofpel-Ordinances, theretore are not to be flcighted,
even our Enemics being Judges. :

But on the contrary, to be defired, loved, attended upon, de-
lighted in, improved and profited by. It will be a very guilty
tﬁidg of Gods Name in vain, if when thcre is fo much in them
we gain nothing by them, carty away empty veffels from thefe
Jull wells of falvation s as I mightthew at large. :

' But
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~ But that which fuits moft with my prefent purpofe, and which Ufe.
1 (hall make the Application of this part of my Difcourfe is, that
they thould be highly valued and honoured: Firft, Both in our
efteem of them § And fecondly, In our expetation of much
blefling and benefit from them in our duc ufe of them.

The firft is our very high efteemand valuation of them, next
under Chrift and his Grace, (which thefe are means to intereft us
in) to be fet in the higheft rank of bleflings.

1. For the enjoying of which we fhould part with the choiccft
outward Conveniencies (‘the hunger-ftarved man will give gold
for bread) as the Priefts and Levites, and others, who fet their 2 Chron, 1y,
bearts so feek God, left all they bad to come to she Temple at Ferufa- 145 16.
lem, like bim shat [elleth all 10 buy tbe field , in which was the
treafure, Matth. 13- 44. .

2. The cnjoyment of which fhould counter-vail the greateft
wants and lofles, as the keeping of my treafure may bear out the
caiting-oves-board my timber in a tempeft, as bread of adverfiy
and water of afflillion was good fare as long as their eyes famw their
seachers, 1fa. 30. 20. brows bread and she Gofpel good chear.

3. The lofs of which fhould be the greatet and moft punifhing
lofs, as flarving, hunger, the greateft torment. This of the Soul
more than that of the body. It wasnot only an Idolatrous M;-
cab that cried he was umdone when he had Joft bis Prisft, and his
Teraphim, Judg, 18. 34. but an holy David, that when in o
barrem wildernefi cried out of a dry and thirly land, efpecially in
regard of his piritual thirft, becaufe he could not there fee the
power and glory of God as be bad [een bim in the [aniiuary, Pfal.

63. 1, 2. and there envicth the fparriw and the (wallow for ha-
ving a nearex approach than he could have to Gods Altar, Pfal. 84.

3. In other refpc&s it was very fad with Ifrael : but amonglt and
above all, the taking of the Ark brake Elies neck , and his good
dengbter in laws beart, 1 Sam. 4. 17, 18, 8. ‘

. 4» The want of which fhould imbitter our fweeteft other con-
tentments, as David though he had a Palacé, yet-whilft he had no
Temple to go to, he had no heart to come into bis bowfe, nor go wp :
into bis bed, Pfil. 132. 3,4, 5. Hand grata unquam futurs man- Mais in locum.
fio in domo, vel dormitatio in leflo, his Palace could not content
him, nor his Couch cafehim; as they ftory it of R. Fofepb, when
for his great advantagehe was urged to go to a place where there
was no Synagogue, refufed and excufed himfelf, returning that of -
the Plalmift, The Law of thy mouth is better to me than tbou[h;d: Pk 119, 72.

. For

of gold and filver. Na , 5
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s. For{o (in the laft place) the enjoyment of them fhould like
Oil {wim aloft, be accounted the higheft and fweetet of all our
other enjoyments, as the Plalmiftexpreflcthit.  For proffer and
1pY) aMn advantage, more to bedefired than gold, than fine gold, and much
. A7 of it s and fo with the Apottle he {aith, Sduenus, he gives his vote
Rom. 5. 16. for the value of it, fweeter alfo than boney and the boney-comb.
NB3) WA Two words, and cither of them fingly in the Proverbs arc ufed to
By exprefs the Honey-comb, but both here put together by the Pfal-
infwerth, mift 10 exprc(s a double [weetnefi as ot the Live-boney flowing
from the dropping Honey-comb, which of all is the fweeteft;
Rom 7.33. And fo with the fame Apoftle he adds to his efupwus, his suride-
uai, whillt he accounts it his choiceft pleafure and delight as well
as his greatelt profit and advantage, ¢ven the very end why he
. defired ta live, that he might vacare Deo, to bebold the beauty of |
Muisin loeum, the Lord, audto enquire in bis temple, Pfal. 27. 4. and therefore
it was that he accounted a dsy in bis Courts betser than a thoufand,
Pfal. 84. 10. Etiam ei lege ut pofiridie moriar, as Muis very well
noteth upon the place, to be the Pfalmifts meaning, that but one
days enjoying Communion with God in his Ordinances, though
it were but one day and he fhould die the next, was more to him .
than a whole life without fuch a blefling. So highly thould and
do Gods people value Gods Qrdinances in the enjoying of them
and other mercies together.  Elpecially upon the reftoring of them
after that their fins had dcprived them of them. The men of Beth-
fhemeflr were attheir Wheat-barveft, and that of it felf was a merry
time: but it was their chief Harvelt-joy when they faw the ark,
of God browgbt back to them, 1 Sam. 6. 13. though through their
unduc entertainment of it (as I (hall fhew hereafter) their mirsh
was turned into mowrning, and their barvefi (as the Prophet
fpeaketh ) became a heap in the day of grief and o{ defperate [or-
Za 17,112 row.  And (o afterward you may obferve, how the Jews having
in their Captivity learnt to know the worth of Ordinances by the
. wantof them, as feveral Nations make their account of years
from fome high prized matter and occurrence, as the Ifraelises
from Abrabam, or their deliverance from Egypt, the Greeks from
, their Olympiads, the Romans ab urbe condilg):' So they from the
Egek. 1.1, reforing of Gods Ordinances. And fo Ezekiel begins his Propbecy,
Now it came to paft in the thirticth year, €c. which very good
Funins Gratius. Interpreters expound of the shirtieth year fince the book of the Jaw
was found, and the Covenant thereupon renewed, and Gods wor-
fbip tetored by Fofieb after the fad vaftation, which had bccd:;
ma
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" made by fore-going Kings, and efpecially by his Father Mangffeh.
Such a price did they then fe¢ on fuch a prime mercy; as after-
ward in 7Fxdas Maccabens his time , upon the didication of 1he
altar, which Antiochus had profaned they inftituted their dyuds- 1 pac '
wia [ which Caftellio (qmi ex Scripturd Ciceronem facis, as * Mal- Jobn 10. 22.
donat faith of him) atle@&edly tranflates Removalia] and which * 1 Jobn 1e.
our Saviour feems not to diflike but by his prefence (o approve of, %
It wasananniverfary feaft kept cight days with great gladnefs, as 3 aace’ 10, 6,
in the feaft of Tabernacles (and of the folemnitics of that feaft, 7.
Authots wrsite great matters.) The Author of the fecond of the
Muccabees tells us of this, that (as in the fealt of Tabernacles ) they
bare branches and fair boughs and palms alfo, and fang Plalms,
@c. whichfealt ("as Fofepbus tells us) they called ¢&ra light, be-
caufe of theix burning lights all thofe whole eighth days to exprefs
their greater joy 5 and fo he faith of Fudar, iderals wild 107 70 7.feph. amiq
ATy, pndiy droniady Adoris PG, dAAR ToAvTeAbes iy ) Aap: libo 12, caporae
weai's 7its Quslats nalsaydr dwrids, Suross 7s  darudis 7dr Bedv piy
qiudy, <vlds M rigrars that in this feltival entertainment of his
Citizens he omittel no kind of pleafing delight, but with joyful
Hymns and Pflilms and coltly Sacrifices he honoured God, and de-
lighted them. So highly.did they. elteem of the reftoring and en-
joying fuch a mercy : and ol that once we of this Nation might
upen-the purging of the Temple and reforming of Gods now
wofully profaned Ordinances, have the occafion and opportunity
of fuch Encenia, of {uch a joyful thankfgiving-feltival! Mean-
while in our want of it let us be learning to take out chis fir(t pare
of our leffon and duty : which is highly to value and efleem of Gods
Ordinances. . :
2. And thelecond is, when and while we enjoy them,in our 2,
duc ufe of them to expe@ much good and blefling inand by the
cnjoying of them s By faith in obedience to, Gods command and -
confidence in his promilc of being wish bis Minificrs 1o the end of Manth. :8. 20,
sbe world to apply our fclves to bim in his Ordinances is, as our
duty, fo a promifing pledge and effeGual means of a blcfling by
them. Here, as well as in other Cafes, according to 1hy faith be it Matth . 2g..
snto shee.” In an humble dependance on God, and good thoughts
of him hope much and have much. Open thy moxth. wide, and God
will fillis. Thou canft not out-think Gods infinite goodnefs, or
the power of his gaod word, which hath done very great things :
whereas on the contrary like them, Mark 6. 5. we weaken (as ic -

were) Chrills pomer and hinder the cfficacy of his Ordinances by,
. our.
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“our snbelief. Becaule we have bue liule faith, we receive little,
and if none, we get nothing. But the Patients good hopes and
perfwafions help much to his Cure. It would certainly do very
-much ro ours if we had better thoughts and perfwafions of God
and his Ordinances when we apply our felves to either, whiltt
infidelity appli¢s the Medicine cool, and fo rendreth it lefs ufeful;
and it’s but juftthat whillt through defpondency or negle@ we
cannot or will not give God the praife of his being able or wil-
ling to help us, he thould be as unwilling to make them able to
.blefs us. But therefore as it’s (aid of Febofbapbat, that his bears
was lified up in 1he ways of the Lord, and accordingly he prof-
pered, 2Chron.17. 6. 1o in our ufe of Ordinances, we fhould la-
bour by faith to get our hearts raifed up to high expeGatians of
blefling by them s for great expcflations are great obligasions with
: God as well as with ingenwons men: as when the Creeple gave earn-
‘A3, 4 5,6 et beed and looked on Peter as expeding to receive fomething from
&e. bim, though he had ot filver or gold for bim, yet he got an Alms
much more precious and uleful.  When thercfore we go to hear, -

think and fay in faith with them, I 2.3. ®Let ws go up 1o the

bofe of she Lord, and be will teach us bis ways : and {oin Prayer

fay withthem, Micab 7.7. Iwill look unto the Lord, Iwill waisg

for she God of my falvation; myGod will bear me. 1will go to the

Sacrament and hope, that I (as well as other hungring Souls have)

Ifa.2¢:6.  fthall find there a feaft of fas things and of wine onthe lees, at leaft
fome Crumbs, fome drops, as God (hall fee it belt for me to refreth

me. And thisis the both eafieft and furet way to come by them.

Pfal. 147.11. God delighting, not to difcourage by difappointing the faith and
expe@ation of his people, but to honour them that honous him ; -

and thercfore it is that (upon this ground) he honours fasitd

above all other graces, and belicvers above all other men. And

thus as they are inftitutions of God, and means of ourbeft good

in fubordination to Chrift, it is our advantage and duty highly

to value Gods Ordinances, which was the firfk part of my

task.
St. Maries, U T how then did Pex/, and may we (o undervalue them as
- Fane 29. to account and call them Zuuay, oxigara lofsand dung? 1Is
168 not this Blafphemy to call the bread of life sxvfara - (as (0me ex-

pound the word ) Dogs-meat 2 aud that lefs; which is the means

- of the faving of our fowls 2 Yes,if they be {o.deemed and called
as confidered according to the former particulars. For which (as
we
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we have (een) they are to be fo highly prized and valued.But Pjsl
was 00 blafpbemer , though he fo judged and fpakes but fet a
Copy for us to write after him, and therefore thereis a fenfe, in
which we fhould fo judge of them alfo : and that is double.

1. It upon any terms efpecially in point of jullification and

acceptance with God they be equalled with Chrift, or preferred

before him.
2. If ina way of oppofition they be fet againft Chrift, as Cir-

cmmcifion was by the Fews, who in comparifon of it and their
other Jew.fh Ordinances did (o undervalue him, that racher than
they would let him go or their confidence in them, they proved
profeflcd Enemics and Perfecutors of him and of his Gofpel 5 for
which oppofition and in oppofition to them whom he called dogs
in the {ccond veife, he calls their Ordinances which they defpe-
ratcly adhered to exdgara hercin the Text, for fuch dogs to feed
on s who did {o (narlaud grin, and tread snder-foot the Childrens
bread, even Chrift the Bread of life.

Now in the profecution of this we are

1. To thew whercin we come to be guilty of their fin.

2. The unreafondbleunefs ot it 3 where, on the contrary, we fhall
fee what realon we¢ have wich the Apolile here to account the en-
joymcnt of Ordinances but lof; and dung for Chrif.

3. To prels all home by a word of application. '

1. For the filt, we then with the Jews equal Ordinances with
Chrift, and indcud fet them up in oppofition to him, when

1. Firft,” we fet or hold up Ordinances of our own, iafiead of; .
or in Conjunclion wish Chrift and his Inftitstions. Such were now.
Circumcifion, and the other Jewith Ceremoniessthough before ("un-
dix che Law) they were Gods Holy Inftitutions, and fuch as led
to Chrift, yet now that he was come being yet by the Jews retain-
ed inftead of accepting him, and by the Judaiz.ng Gentiles taken
up in Conjuc&ion with him, became their own devices, and made

Chrift unprofitable to thems, Gal. 5.2, Yca they cried, Not Chrift, -

bxs Barabbas> and for them they rejcGed and perfecuted Chrift
and his Gofpel, and fo they made them their own in oppofiion
to Chrift, o that the Apofile might well call them lofs, that occa-

‘g5

I

fioned them to Jofe Chrift, and dung, when they proved but beg- Gal. 4.9.

gerly Elements, and no beteer than very dungbill Idols. — And the
like now may truly be faid of all Heathenith, Popifh, humane

Worthip and Ordinances, which men take or hold up in Comjun- .

dion wish Chrift, but indeed (as in the Event they prove) éﬁ‘%ﬂ
: - , LT )
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Chrift; and in this refpe@ the worfe, becaufe of Satans or mans
invention, not at all, never of Gods Inftitution, as Circwmecifion
and the other Jewith fervices fometimes were : which yet men

2 Tim. 3.2, [lovers of themfelvesand of what is their own, hug and hold faft,
will nceds join with Chrift, and prefer before the Inflitutions of
Chiift : for here alfo that of the Apoftle holdeth, Al men feek
their own, not the things which are Fefus Chrifts, Pbilip. 2. 21.
more zealoudly and eagerly prefs them than the Ordinances of
Chrift, fo as for them fiercely to perfecute the Servants and grace
of Chrift, becaufe they cannot comply with them; witnels Po-
pith Inquilitions, Maflacres, and other Fanaticks out-rages. But
is not this the very fame with the Jews fin? And may we not
with the Apoftle well call fuch excrementitious fuperflvities, dumg
and lofi # By which the fuffering Church hath in all ages loft fo
much reft and peace, and the impofing task-mafters have gained
nothing but more guilt and wrath : But leave we thefe Ordinan-
ces of men.

2. In thelecond place we repeat this fin of the Jews whilft we
pervert Gods own beft Ordinances 5 when in point of Juftification
and ‘acceptance with God (for that was the point which the
-Apoltle here fpake to) - we put them in the place of Chrift, and reft
in them, and the outward enjoyment of them without Chrift.
This the Jews did, which we are the more to take heed of, be-
<aule naturally and generally we are very prone to be guilty of it.
So Ifrael of old, whatever their danger was, might but the Ark be
browgbt into their Camp, accounted themf(elves thot-fiee, 1 Sam.
4+ 5+ though their being fmitten and the Arks being saken, foon
and fadly confuted that vain confidence, though (as the firft verfe
of that Chapter tells us) they pitcbed iu Eben- Ezer, which by the

. fignification of it’s name feem’d to promife them better help and
(uccefs, and fo aftesward, Fer.7.4. The Temple of the Lord, the
NV 2MR Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are thefe. They made
27 acceunt that the three parts of the Temple (which the Prophet
L. de Diex  fiood in the gate of, 9. 2. and here painted at when he faid thefe
GrotiusCalvin o645y were as a threefold Wall or Moat about an impregnable
fortrefs, which kept God in from leaving them,and judgments out
from rufhing in upon them : and fo they sefted fecure in it and
their coftly devotions, which they tendred in it. So the fame Pro-
phet telleth us; that Rethel was their confidence, Chap. 48.v. 134
Fwds. 17. 13 And Micah when he had once got-a Levite for bis Prieft, thinks
himfclf as fafc as a Church-Moufe (as you fay in your Provcrbg

K an
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and at the very day of judgment fome are brought in faying, me
bave eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and thomw baft taught in our
freets, Lake 13.26. as it the fecurity of chat they both lived
and died, apd hoped at the lalt day to appear before God
with it.

This becanle natural is very ufual with us, fomething we
would have to quiet our felves and Confciences with, but we
would not be at any great coft for ity nor trouble our felves with
the inward and vigorous a&ings of faith and grace, in mortifi-
cation of luft, and the firenuous exerting of the power of God-
liness and therefore areready to take up with what’s nexe at
hand amd will leaft diturb our fpiritual floth or beloved lufis; and
therefore becaufe in Ordinances is the outward face of Religion,
we arc willing to put on that vifaid , and becaufe it may cover
our bofom f(ins which we:mean not to part with (as they Ezek, 3.
33 31.) on them we will diligently attend, and in our outward
geftures and poftures be as formal and pun@ualas the moft de-
vout, as you may have feen the moft debauched Drunkard and
uncleaneft Adulterer in a whole Congregation 3 and then ftroke

97
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" our own head, as having done God fair fervice, which he cannot

fure but accept of and of us fors asthe Harlot, when fhe hath
prefented her Peace-offerings, and made ber vews, Prov. 7.14.
wipes ber mosusth, and e bab done no wickednefs 5 but rather as ha-
ving thus befriended God the makes account the hath obtained a
Licenfe to purfue her dalliance, as your devout-profane Papilt after
he hath been at Mafs or fhrift, thinks all fo well with him that
he may fairly ftep out of the ‘Church to the next B:othel-Houfe,
- at leaft seft in opere operato 3 a fin which many better men are in
part too often overtaken with, whilft they too much reft in the
duty of praying, hearing, recciving, though they meet but little
with.Chrift in them. The very fin of the Jews, in 1. taking up

Pro, 30208

Ordinances of -our own, and 2. takingup with the outward en- -

joyment even of ChrifsOrdinances. :

2. Which (for the fecond thing propounded, to thew ‘the un-
reafonablencfs of it) the Apoftle here calls Jofs and dung. And
well he might upon thefe following Confiderations , it they be
cqualled with, preferred before, or Fct in oppofition to Chrift.

1. And the firft is taken from the uncertainty of their continu-
ing or abiding by us, or we by them. It’s true indeed, in the
bleflcd effect and fruit of them (if whilft enjoyed we have gained

Chrift by them) they will abide with us for ever, as the Co:di.z;:-
: O wi
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" will be to chear us when it may be the Cup is taken away from us,
and that is only becaufe Chrift lives and abides by us. Bt they
will not o always. -
Not in Heaven, no Ordinances there, where it will be our
happinefs moft fully to enjoy his prefence to Eternity.. Thou wil@ .
fay no nced of them there, but there will here. -
And art thou fure thou fhalt enjoy them here always 2 May not -
the Ark be taken from thee as once from Ifrael, 1 Sam. 4.2 or .
thou from the Ark, as David was often ? L -
The Priefts were not fuffered to continne byreafins of death, Hebr.
7. 23+ Towr fatbers where are shey ? and do the Propbess live for -
ever ¢ Zech.'1.5. That Minifter under whofe Minifiry thoudome-
times farcft with great delight, and, it may be, refted(t too much
in, may die, or be taken away. The Shepberd may be fmitten, and
the fbeep [cattered, and then whither wilt thou canfeinby forrow
20 go, to find fuftenance to live on? when thy life (as Facob’s in
Benjamin’s) is wrapped up in bis life, how fad will the cries of the
famifhed infant be when plucke from the dead Nurfes Breft? which
fometimes it fucked (o (wectly, and in this famine of the word as
€43,2.11 4-4. in that of  Feremiab, in his Lamensation, the tongme of the fucking
) Child cleavesh 8o the roof of bis mouth,and she fuckling fwoon in the
midft of tbe fireers of the City #
" Orx fhould the Minitter live, and thou too, the ark not taken,
2 King. 30. 1, yet thou taken from the Ark by fickMefs with Hezekiab, imprifon-
8 . " ment with Feremiah, Cap. 36.5. by banifhment as David, and then
, if he then envieth the fparrows that might Neft by the Alsar,
Pfal. 84, whilft himfelf fits alone as a fparrow.on the boufe-0p, or like a Pe~
Pfal.v02.6. lican inthe Wildernefs, Ox an Owlin the defert, pants like the Hare .
Pfal, 42. 1 3, after the Water-breoks , whillt his tears are bis drink, and he
3:4¢  *  powreth out bis fou! when he thinks how fometimes he had gone
o with the multitade to sbe boufe of God from which he is now ba-
nifhed, and in that diftance with.a longlook looketh toward it
from the Mount Hermon and the Hill Mizzar, i. e. from every
higher Mountain and little lower Hillock, that he might get a
look thitherward from, and this only for want of the Ordinan-
ces, when yet by his former improving of them he had with him
the God of Ordinances :. How fad and finking will thy moan be in
the like (or indeed far worfe) Cafe when through thy formex
negligent non-improvement of them thou.waateft both them and
himtoo? Will they not thenbe Jofy when they are now /o and -
with them Chrift alfo, who (otherwife than beft Minifter) x;gvc!:
. iet
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* dieth but ever liveth, Heb. 7. 24, 25. otherwife than beft Ordi-
nance,would never have left thee, or fuffer thee to be pluckt from

him; who would in the moft bsrrew Wildernefs (as he did Ifael)

have fed thee with hidden Manna, Revel. 22.17. and (asto Da- Pfak gu
wid) made even thy tears thy bread to comfort thee, in the dark. ’
eft Prifon thone into thee, as to Paul and Barnsbas, A3, 16. 25,
.26+ in Banifbment have more than pieach’d to thee, as to St. Fobn

in Patmos, Revel.1. 9. and on thy Decath-Bed inftead of the Sa-
crament been thy viaticam.
2. But fccondly fuppofe Ordinances thould be continued tothee  ~ 2:

and thou to them, they will be /of7 becaufe ac leaft at beft thou

‘willt be no true gainer by them, if (as che Apoftle here fpeaks)

thou doft not gain Chriff with them. -

At beft they are in themfelves ‘but means, and media babene

amabilitatem afine, they have all their defireablenefs and good-

nefs from the end, without the enjoyment of which by them fry-

fira omnia, they are wholly vain, ufclefs, idle, or rather the ufe of

them is a trouble and not a benefit s for what is Paul and what is

Apollos, but Minifters by whom yow believed? 1 Cor. 3.5. and if

but Miniffers, it was but to minifter Chriff to yow, and what was

Fobn Baptift, thanwbom therewas none greater that was born of a
svoman, {aith our Saviour, but a friend only ot the Bridegroom ?

Fobn 3.29. Not to wooe for himfelf, but to bring Chrift and thy

‘Soul as his Spoufe together 2 And what are beft Ordinances at beft

but the Bed of loves # (as fome expound that in the Canticles.) Camic, 1,16,
But what is the Bed of loves, if the Spoufe find not her beloved 3. 1. -
there ? For all that the goeth up and down as a defolate Widow,

Qaying, Bwt [aw you bim whom my [om} boveth ?# Cant. 3. 1,3. Itis

Chrift in a word, in a Sacrament, in any Ordinance that the chaft
* Spoufe dcfireth to meet with and fecks after, whom if fhe findeth

not, though fhe enjoy them, fhe hath but the Casket without the-

Jewel, the Ficld but not the Peail, and if he be all in all, then col, 3.11.
all thefe and all elfe without him are nothing, wserzoun is but xa- Philip. 3. 2.
zaroud Cireumcifion, buta cutting and mangling of the flcth, and
that’s all. Prayer without Communion with Chrilt in it buta
meer lip-labours Sacraments but empty Ceremonies, and bearing,
Lifining toas empty a found. The lels is Giace beholdento Pela- See Dr. Wards
gian and Arminian Divinity which placeth all the etficacy of it in Clerum,
the bare propofal of Do¢trine, which without the€piritsinward
teachings will prove wholly incffeCtual, for it’s not the breads

sonching of the skirs of the Priefls Garmens, that will make is h;ly.
T ~ 02 ‘bue
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but on the contrary any anclean bodies touching it makes it wnboly, .

Hagg. 2.12,13. and {o any unfanctified Souls converfing with
holy Ordinances, rather pollufes them than seceives fan@ihcation -
or other blefling by them. Without Chrift they are /ofs, becaufe
thou lofeft that which thou fhouldft efpecially defire and expeét
from them. It #o good thou gaineft by them. But on the
contrary, :

3. Much hurt and\dammage, for if mot for the better, -it will

certainly be for the worfe, 1 Cor. 11+ 17. and that every ways ..
“bothin point, 1. Of fin. 2. Of mifery.

1.. Of Sin: and hence it is.that we often find worff men under
beft Ordinances. Sowrcft grapes brought forth. where moft coft hath
been fpent, Ifz. 5. 2, 7. firong Phyfick it it do not. Cure, ftrength-
ning and enraging the Difeafe, and fo
- 1. For more fpiritual or rather devilifh fins, fcldom fhall you
meet with more keen anger and rage, or more invenomed malice
and hatred againft God and Godlinefs than in fuch men, who ha-
ving enjoyed means of Salvation, not being by- all Chrifis-intrea-
ties prevailed with to be reconciled friends, prove moft inveterate
Enemics. So we find the mew of Penuel, Fudg. 8. 8. yea the
yaung Children jn Bethel, 2 King. 2.23. to have been virulent
{coffers; and from the Scribes and Pharifees downward, greateft
pretendexs.to Gods worfhip, moft malicious perfecutors.

2: Norare fenfual lufts (though 2 Sam. 12. 4. exprefled under
the notion of a traveller) ‘went to be ftrangers to thofe whom

we now fpeak of. Paul writes of fuch formication to have been .

- among the Corimbisns (with whom he had flayed and preached

1Cor. 8 1o,
2 Pete 3,105
32,13, 14,
18, 19,20.
Fude 4, 8, 10,
16’18, 9.

Bphef- 4 19-

longer than in moft other places) as was not [o much as named .

among the:Gentiles : And Peter and Fude {peak of falfe Propbets
and Profcflors in the Charch, asin this kind abominably guilty,

whom we fhould never have fo well underftood if our Libertines .

and Ranters in the former and prefcnt age, hid not imitated and
out-acted in their loathfome pra@ifes;.to the moft impious defi-
ling of the Church, and fcandal of -the Gofpel; God in his juft
judgment revenging their rejeGing of Chriftand his Holy Spirie
by {uffering them as the Gentiles of old, to give themfelves aver to
lafcivion[ncfs, so work, all uncleamefi with greedinefss yea with
the blalphemous pretences of Gofpel-libertyand holiuefs.

I do not now infift on all that ¢ither open or fecret mnclean-
nefi, either of profane finners, or clofe Hypocrites among(t us,

which_God and their own Confciences, and it may be other. men.
are _
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‘are-privy to. This. that I have faid is {ufficient to have thewed

that dead Trees grow the more corrupt and rotten by being often
sained upon, '

3. Tonly add a third fin, which they who gain not Chrif by the

. enjoyment of his Ordinances take occafion to lull themfelves
aflcep in, and that is carnal fecurity, and prefumption and obdy-
ratenef, that they arc not only Sermon and Ordinance-proof,
(can rebel againft the light; Fob 24:13.) but think they-have by
them gotten @ prosctiion, and plea which will hold at the laft Judg-

mént-Bar to (ecure chan againft the accufations of all their other.

abominations, that Chrilt hath preached in ibeir fireets, as you
heard out of Luke 13.26. and thofe other fore-mentioned in-
flances : .and fo it cometh to pafs that thefe bleffed helps prove
their greateft hindrances and diverfions in the may to life, whillt

taking up with outward attendance on Ordinances as the way, -

they fitdown and reft in it, and {0 never come to their intendcd
journcys end, or rather molt dangeroufly miftaking the way to
Hell for that to Heaven, before they be aware come to a {adder

end of it, than they ever thoughtof, and fo, as I faid, they find -
beft belps to prove greateft bindrances of their peace and falva- -

tion.

And heavielt aggravations both of their fin and condemnation. -
Of their fin, when a4t an bigher rate, becaule againft grester

lighs.

Revel. 6. 16. . But this leads me to ..

2. The fecond thing propounded, - that by Ordinances without
Chrift gained by.them, we come to be worfe, as in point of fin, fo
of judgment, and this temporal, fpiritual, and eternal.

1 confefs the Cale is very fad when our Phyfick proves poyfon.

It was one of the faddelt Curfes that David could imprecare .
againft his worlt Enemies, that their table thould become a fuare; -

and what fbonld bave been for their welfare,-a trap, Pfal. 69. 21,
and.yet that’s fadder which the Prophet expreflcth, that the ac-

ceptable year of the Lord hould become the day of vengeance of onr.

God, Ifa. 61. 2. and yet another Prophet fore-tells it will fo be,

that very day in which the Sun of Rigbseoufnefs would fhine upon

fome, thould burn like an Oven to others, Male 4. 1, 2. ard a third

affugesh us, that the Lord God is a. witne/s againft Sinners, cven
oHg

And of their Condemnation, which will be cxcccdihg heavy -
when Gofpel-Grace negleed pronounceth the fentence, and the -
wrath of the meck Lamb proves heavier than rocks gud moussains; .

10r
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Galvininbe. owt of bisholy Temple, Micab. 1. 2. not only from Mount Sinai,
but even Sion t00. God thunders in judgment againtt fuch that
make not fure of Chrift for their thelter; And that Earth is neareft
to a Curfe, and 15 end is moft fure to be burms, Ybar drinketh in the
Heb. 6.7 rain from beaven,and yet brings forth nothing but briars and thorns,
which make fewel for the fire, even the favowr of life, proves to
fuch the favonr of death, 2 Cor. 2. 16. A [urfeit of Bread, fome
fay, is moft dangerons, but how deadly will it be, if & furfeit of
this Bread of Iijg ! The Cure is defperate, when, as Aaftin {peaks,
De Temp.Serm. ip[s medicamenta convertumsr in vnlnera, if my Medicine pound
18 me, and the word of life kill me. And yet fo it doth; if Chrift
be nor gain’d but reje&cd, Ordinances though enjoyed will be fo
far from proving means of Salvation, that they or rather our
abufe of them will bé the inlet and means of
1. Heavicft temporal judgments both to perfons and #ations,
Scripture for this is pregnant and inftances too frequent. In the
giving and inflituting of Ordinances, Pafiover, Law, Gofpel, Lords
Swupper Promifes are join’d with Threats. 7 be burden of the
valley of Vifiow, Ua. 22. 1. The Controverfie of Zion, Ifa. 34. 8¢ the
quarrel of God’s Covenant, Levit. 26. 25. and the vengeance of bis
Temple, Jer. 50..28. are very reverend and ternble, and fpeak
loud to this purpofe. Holy Ordinances are fbarp-edged tools, and
we had nced of great care how we bandlethem; as being in great
danger (0 wound owr felves with them if we do it not dextronfly.
(Such thowrs that (hould quench the fire prove Oil to kindle 1t,)
This in part made the Elders of “Bethlebem tremble at the Prophet
1 8am.16. 4, Samuels coming to them, and the Widow of Sarepta in a paflion to
1 King. 19.18. {ay to the Prophet Elijab, whas bave Ito do with thee, Othox man
of God, Ars show come mntome to call my fins to remembrance, and
flay my Son ?  This the men of God by accident often do, as the
Prophet Feremiab was [et over Nations and Kingdoms, as well to
§er.1.30.  root up and pull down as to build andsoplant. As foon as ever
Matth, 3. 10, the Gofpel began to be preached to the Jews, then was the axe laid
. 20 the root of their tree, if they brought not forth fruit, to bew them
down, and the tharper the Axe, the fooner it cuts the barren tree
down, and the more powerful the Miniftry is, the fpeedier it doth
M the fame to an unfruitful and rebellious people, as the purer the
' air, the fooner fometimes it difpatcheth a corrupt Confumptive
body. This was fadly exemplified in the defiru@ion of the Jews,
their City and Temple, when, as Nazianzen {aith, alp cartlewy
Ora. ¥, £ aonbion, wipar@ wolapds drli &% icls aveis g dipar@, thc:irﬁ c;lcé
. e
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filed Alcars, firft burnt their City; and their blood was (not only
mixed with sheir Sacrifices, but) fhed inftead of the blood of their -
Sacrifices.  The prefent ftate of that forlorn people in this kind is
moft fad 5 and fo of the other Eaftern Churchess The death of _
Jeventy thoufand of the Bethfhemitess for their rude entertainment 1 Sam. 6, 19}
of the Atk. That Bethel became Beth-Aven, that Sbilo was forfa- Hof. 4.1, 5.
‘ken, that a Wowas proclaimed to Ariel, to Ariel the City where 8 '
David dwels , That that peoples abufe of Ordinances bxought;:";" '
them to fuch a pafs, that they muft perifh without Remedy, 2 Chron. 1
36. 16. and withomt pity, for 0 (v. 15.) when God owt of com-
Ppaffion had afforded Ordinances and they abufed them, he (v.17.)
{ends Enemics which would rew them no mercy, nor bave any com-
paffion. Thefc are fad inftances of this Truth, and ftrong proofs,
that (asthe Prophet faith) Gods fire is in Zion and bis furnace in lfa. 31. 90 -
Ferufalem, to confume Enemies as well Domeftick as Strangers,
though the latter there efpecially meant.  For although the ufual Pfal. 128. 5.
word was, The Lord blefs thee out of Zion, yet it hach proved as
- true, the Lord curfeshee out of Zion tos : for in the Revelation we
fhall find, the fevew Angels that bave the feven Plagues, and pour -
out the feven vials of the wrash of God, upon the Antichriftian _
State, came ont of the Temple: and that the Angel took coals of Revel. 14.6.
fire from the Altar,and caft themuponshe Eartb, from which came 16. 1.
- fuch thundrings end lightuings, and Earth-quakes in the World. Reveh. 8.5, |
Temple-Ordinances if profaned -and defpifed, nayif not walked: _
worthy of, bring down heavy judgments; and it weze well if it -
were fadly confidered, whether this amongft.and above. other -
fins of ours, did not caufe our prefent Eaxth-quakes and unfet-
tlements, and o repented of as to preyent future and now impen-
dent heavier judgments, which fo forely threaten us : for fo we -
find it of old, when Ifrael was fo-ftupid and obftinate, that like to
dull and froward Scholars, line mnft be upon line, and precept upon I/a 38. 9,10,
preceps to them, that God laidjudgment to the line, and righteouf- *'+'1*
nefs to the piwmmes 5 and becaufe he was fain o lifp (as it were)
and frammer and fpeak to them with anotber tongue, and they yet
would not underftand and obey,thcrefore he would bring Strang:rs
and Encmies upon them of & deep fpeech and a flammering tongne,
which they fhould not underftand:A moft heavy judgment ! which #fs.53. 1.
theLord keep us from,that fuch vexation do not make fuch froward
dullards as we are wnderftand doélrine as fome 1cad and interpret Margin. Eng-
that 1gth verfe of the 28tb of Ifzish. To conclude this, we/ifb Amnor. -

may cercainly conclude upon it, that (as in the former part of this
' point (.
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» point we fhewed) as God’s Ordinances duly entertained and
- walked worthy of,ufe to bring in outward mescies with them, (o,
+ if abufed, they will as certainly pour in upon us heavieft outward
. Judgments 5 toras Gods way is inthe: Suniiuary, Pfal.77.13. (o
in the fea too, v. 19. as to condu@ Ifrael into Canaan, fo te
. overwbelm Egyptians, even with beavieft temporal miflcries.
2. But with more beavy fpiritwal judgments (‘they are judg-
. ments, xal sEoxds, Jude v. 4.) and fuch are the permitting and
giving over to ttupid fenflefnc(s, moft enormous, outragious fins,
obftinate obduratenc{s and final impenitency in them. But of
thefe we fpake before. Only confider them here in genere pane,
as judicially, but moft jullly infliCted as the recompenfe of mens
ingrate and impious negleét and defpifing of God in the profane
. abufe of his holy and blefled Ordinances.  Sion finncrs ufually are
the greatelt Sinners, and Ordinance-defpifers, as of all moft ob-
ftinate, fo their cafe moft defperate, and it’s a rightcons thing with
God to leave tHem fo. The very Remonfirents who will notallow
God the liberty and freedom of his Decrees, do yet freely fubfcribe
to the eguity and juftice of this difpenfation, that when means of
Salvation have been non improved and defpifed, men may by God
be judicially and irrecoverably hardned 5 that he may by his Pro-
phets jultly fay, we wonld bave bealed Babylun, bus [be is not begled,
therefore forfake ber, Fer.51. 9o Nay we read him (aying ic
even to ]{ruﬁzlem, Becasfe I bave purged thee, and thou waft not
prrged, thow fhalt nos be purged from thy filthinefi any more, Exek.
24 13. Nay it isa Gofpel-San&ion, and we read 1t in the very
end and clofe of the New Teftament, in the two and twentieth of
the Revelation, after all the fore-going Revelation in that Book,
yea after the full manifeftation of the will of God in the whole
Scripture, when he now comes to feal the Canon of it, 3. 18,19.
if any, notwithftanding all this, will ftill continue ignorant and
obftinare, he feals him up undér this moft heavy doom , He thas
is wnjuft let bim be unjuft flill. He that is filsby les bim be filshy fill,
v. 11. God with fuch hath as a Phyfician gone through all his
-methods of Phyfick, and if by none of them the Cure be wrought,
i’s given over as delperate (as in that place of Feremy, 51. 9.)
Or ((asin Ifaiab) as an Husband-man he hathbeen planting and
drefling, and watering his Vineyard, if after all, nothing but foser
grapessy NYINUY 210, what conld I bave done more, or rather
-(as fome otherwile, and (fit may be) better, render it) whas
1 7 rsen bodone, in (o dperate 2 Cale? (Jfa < 4.) {b‘ut
what
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what he adds and anfwers (. 5.)but to sake away the bedg that i
“may be eaten up and trodden down.
Or asa founder of metal he hath been about melting and.r(fi-
ning, and purging their drofs from them, but the bellows are burnt
and the lead is confumed, andihe drofi not tuken away Reprobate
filver:sbewcall them, for the Lord bath rejecied them. Fer. 6. 29, 30. Exek. 22.18,
The faddcft judgment.that in this life can befal'a man, and no {3d- 19 20.
der fight in the World than to behold fuch a trifte bidentl, fuch
an Heaven-firack forlorn Sinners grown blind by feeing the ligh,
and deaf (as they that dwell near the out-falls of Nilus) by hear-
ing a more pleafing {ound, even the word of 1.fe, more filshy
for wafbing, more barren (or-rather fruitful of poyfonous weeds )
for watering, and more defperately and irrecoverably fick, by the
beft Phyficians greater care ot the Cure, fo that it cannot be writ-
ten on hisdoor, The Lord be merciful to bim. Ir’s pisy, you Gay,
thas fair weatber fbould do any burs-; but a thoufand pities to fec a
miferably blinded finner to go into everlafting darkne(s by the
light of the Sun-thine of the Gofpels to fee an unruly ftray Shecp
that would not be kept in the Shepherds Fold,in the Wolfs or Li-
ons mowth, dragged through all mire and dirt into his Den, and
there to be devoured.  Seeft thou this? thou fecft'a miferable for-
lorn Sinner, whom' the good Shepherds Rod and Staff could not
keepin to be fed in green paftures, and led by fiill waters, now
forfaken of God like another-Cain or Fudas, made fenflefs and
obdurate in fin, and dragged into the pit-fall of Hell to his ever-
lafiing deftruction. : ,
3. Which is the third and laft “particular before mentioned,
that eternal wrath and judgment, that irrecoverable lofs which
fuch Sioners in another World procure to themfclves by their -
- abufe of -Ordinances, when they have not gain’d Cbrift by them.
Of all dthers the Sinners in Sion thall be moft afraid, when it (hall
once come to dwelling with devouring fire and everlafting burnings,
Jfa.33. 14. Then Capernaum, that in enjoyment of Ordinances
was once Jifted np as bigh as beaven, thall be thrown as low as bell, Matth. 11.23,
nay to the lowelt depths of it, where Sodom and Gomorrba’s fire 24-
fhall be more solerable s this furnace being beated [even times botter
whilft he breath of the Lord as a fiream of brimftone fball kindle it : U4 30- 33.
that Topbes intolerable, that fire ungwenchable, when the fome. Mark 9. 43.
times {weet breathings of the Gofpel-Spirit, and Word and Mi- 4%
niftry fhall blow it up, and keep it burning to Etctuity. Oh! No

‘Condemnation to'Gofpel-Condemnation. "No wrath fo ﬁexc; as
' P that, ®
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that, when after grace surmed. ixto wamtomnefs, patience fhall be I
turned into fury. How low low will that for-ever-lott Soul be F
{unK,that in thofe unfuppostable torments fhall everlaftingly have ™
time and caufe to think and fay, How fhall I ever efZape that have '
neglecied, abufed , defpifcd, fo great Salvation! That of allother
aggravates and perpetuates {uch mens damnation. Gofpel-Grae |
and Ordinances, which are the Key to open Heaven to Believers, |
lock up negle@ers and defpifers in the Prifon of Hclls and roul
the heavieft fione upon the mouth of the bottomlefs pit : the un
fupportable weight whereof will not only prevent all removal or
efcape, but above all things will pinch, and prefs, and fink them |
down to Eternity. Then they will be fully convinced of the 1'
truth of the point in hand, that sll things are lofs and dung in. |
comparifon of Chrift, when they fhall fadly but unprofitably and |
defpairingly fay, Oh of how much greater worth is Chrift above !
all othet comforts, even beft Oidinances, when notwithftanding
them for want of him, we are now cverlatingly lodged and tor.
mented in Hell, whereas had we by the enjoyment ot them come
to have gained and enjoyed him, wehad with him in Heaven been -
happy for ever. '
Ufe.. Which in the Application of it fhould moft ferioufly advife and -
_ perfwade us in our due both eftimate and abcarance both to Chuit
and his Ordinances re(pe&ively. ‘
1. And firft for Ordinances, as the former part of the point cal-
“led upon us highly to prize them- and diligently and conftantly.
to attend upon them, fo what hath been faid in this lacter fhould
with all fadnefs wamn us .
5..,They may 1. Not to rely on, or toreft in the bare enjoyment of them;.
“do us no for, (as we have heard) asthey may be, fo, thould we thus do, cer-
good, there- ¢2;ly they will be empty,and at beft we fhall get no good by them.
in them. Circumcifion is norbing, 1 Cor.7.19. The Letser withou the
‘ Spirit fignificth litcle, and the beft Ordinances without Chrift, as
to ous Salvation, will prove juft mothing. They are indeed in-
themfelves, and by God’s Infiicution, Wells of Salvatioms but
tous in the iffuc they will prove but dry empsy Cifterns, if this we-
ter of life be not conveyed to us by them : and therefore in this
our journeying to Heaven, let us not take up and dwell in our
Inae ; and although the way of Ordimances lead thither, yet if we
fit down in our way we fhall never come to our journeys end. In
this therefore follow the Pfalmifis example, Pfal. "y 21. who,
when in the fisfk verfe he had faid, I will lift ap mine eyes so the
. Hill,
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Hills (of Ziow and Moriab the feat of God’s Ordinances, as In-
texpreters expound it) from swhewce cometh my belp 5 as though he
"had faid too much of them or any Ordinances that his belp thould
come from them, as it were correCting bimfIf in the fecond verfe,
he prefently adds, my belp cometh from the Lord which bath made Vide Angufti.
Heaven and Earsh.  10°s God and Chrift only who made Heaven ™™ TraZ. 1l

and Earsh, that can create the fruit of the beft Minifters lips to be ™ Joannem,
pesce 1o his people, If3. 57.19. and thcf::)tc fome Exppoﬁtors e b it
read that firft verfe of the Ptalm intesrogatorily, fhowld I lifi wp

mine eyes to she Hills, as though from them fhould come my belp ?

The lifting up of eyes-and foul in Scripture-Phrafe cxprcﬂ{(h not

only delight and defire, but expeliance and depemdance, and then

(although we fhould come to O:dinances with enc8uraging expe,

Qtations of help from God in them, yet) (hould we thus /ifr xp onr

Eyes to she Hills shemfelyes, to the higheft towring Eloquence, or

moft raifed abilitics, or moft fublime picty of the Minifters thae

we moft admire, fo as to expe& faving help from them ? No.

Alas, Either They, or at leaft the Event will tell thee, that they

arebut empty Cifterns and dry Breafts, which cannot afford the

leafk drop, but what Chrift the fountain hath put into them : and

it may be out of thy experience thou maift-be able to {ay to thy felf,

that thou never wenteft away more empty and lefs fatisfied than

when (not making out after Chrift ) in way of a Carnal-Creature-

confidence thou expeCtedit moft from them. Though thou beeft

thercfore on the Mownt of Trunsfiguration (where Chrift was darh. 19, 4
transfigured, but they were not) Do not fit down with Peter and

fay, I¥’s good to be bere, unlefs Chrift be there, and in fuch pure _
glaffes thou feelt the face of Chriff, and art changed from glory to 2 Cor.3.18]
glory into the image of Chrift by the fpirit of Chrift, fit not down

fatistied, That’s the firft.  Reft not fecure in the bare outward
enjoyment of -Ordinances, for fo they may prove empty, and at

beft do thee no good. . '

2. Nay fecondly, Rejoice with trembling. Chearfully and thank- 2. They(with.
fully receive and entertain them, yet with much awful reverence OUt C‘:‘"ﬁ)
and folicitoulncfs, for we may o handle the matter, that (Cas ::{h fmf't’
hath been thewn ) by them we may come by much hurt and dif’ cherefore with
advantages as the Ifraelites and Betbfhemites received the Ark with all holy care
much joy, 1 Sam. 4 5. and Chap. 6. 13. but by their Carnal con- ::;‘f f“."hm“‘
fidence 1m it (in the former place) and their too bold, and sude oo **
ufage of it'(in thelatter) their joy was foon'damp’d and extin-
guihed with their tears and bloud, Precious Ordinances be]i_r;(g

P2 1Ke
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like great chear and high fare in an Inn; which though it pleafe
whileft eating, yet at laft it bringsin a great and heavy reckon-
ing: and fome have paid very dear for their abufe of God’s
bounty and coft in thefe [piritual entertainments. The Devil en
tred into Fudas with she [op, as many take their Bane in the Sa-
crament, areblafted by the breath of the word (Never fruit grow
on thee bereafier ) and by their guilt and frowardnefs make the
very Gofpel, though it be not the Minifiry of Condemnation, t0.
psonounce the fentence of their Condemnation, like the mad man
that ftrangleth himfelf with the Cord that is let down to him to
draw him out of the Dungeon, asif Feremisb had put that Cord
about his neck , and not wnder bis armboles. How follicitous
therefore thould we be inftead of rufhing into God’s prefence, ac-
cording to Solomon’s advice, Ecclef-5. 1. to take beed o onr foot:
swben we go 10 the boufe of God, left we tread awry, and wrenchit,
to be of the number and temper of thofe who tremble at bit
word, Ifa. 66. 5. not_to weaken faith, but to quicken our carc
and fuch awful thoughts as thefe are :  God now though wpo ¢.
throne of grace, is yet upon a Fudgment-[eat, (o that when Igo
to his.word I go upon my tiial, and if I look not better toif, -
this Leszer that I read, if it be only a letter without fpiris, may
kills this word thatT hear may be the matter of my guilt, and
fentence me to death ¢, This Sacrament that X receive is a feal, but
may fcal to me my damnation, I had need therefore pray, and
*read, and hear and receive for my life, draw near to God as an’
holy God, who will be fandlificd in all them thit come nigh bim,
Levit. 10. 3. entertain and converfe in holy Ordinances with all
care.and reverential fear; as by which, through my negle& and-
abufe of them, I may make them Jofs and dammage by procuring-
to my felf much hurt, but fhall be no gainer at my laft account,

- unlefs (with the Apoftle here) I win and gain Chrift with them'

€apig. 14,

and by them. - .

2. Which leadeth to the fecond part of the Inftru&ion which
this point teacheth us in reference to Chrift, and fo it calleth upon-
us_for two things.

1. To prize Chrift above all Ordinances. the choiceft, and
when moft purcly and regularly difpenfed, fuch was Circamcifion
onthe eighth day  And yet that with Paul was but lofs in compate
with Chrit.  And fo they thould withus.  Honour we our Mi-
nifters as the Minifters of God, and as the Galatizns (ometimes
did Paul, even as Angels of God, ,evein as Chrift Fefuss buc that

i Q¢ As
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As woft be only of Similitude, not of Equality. 1t muft be under

Ghrift. Their affe@ion was [0 great to Paw/, that he ith, they

werc ready so bave plucked out their own eyes, andbave given them V. 1.

2o bim, but not thereupon to prove fo blind, as not to give their

hearts to Chrift. Prize alfo all God’s Ordinances, Word, Sacra-

ments, and the reft very much, and you cannot over-prize them

if it be kept in a fubordination to Chrift and his Grace, which

they are inftituted as means to adminifter and convey and lead to,

as the great end of eur endeavours and their appointment. Let

him therefore be ever (after Paulsexample) prized above Ordi.

nances. . o

2. Defired, made after.and made fure of in and by O«di-

mances. This alfo the Apoftles fenfe and expreflions fully

hold out, dux 73y yxesdy, v. 7. and Yre yesdr xupdicy,.v. 8. All

was For Chrift, and Thas be might gain Chrift, as the main end he

aimed ‘at, and the chief good which gither with them or without

them helooked after, and fo Go thow and do likewife. Inthe ule

of Ordinances it is thy duty, as Zacheus did, to fet thy (elf in Zuke 19. 4, .
Chrifts way and walk, but on purpofe that thou'maift meet with
-him in it, and (o receive him into thy heart as he entertain’d him

in his bowfé, into which falvation that day came with the Saviour, , o

fo that he loft nothing by his invitation_and entertainment, So

it was the Onc thiug which David defired of the Lord, and which
hewould fll feek after, that he might dwell inthe boufe of sbe -

Lord all the days of bis life : But that was, that he might (o bebold

the beaw'y of she Lord, and enquire in bis Temple, Pfal. 27. 4. And
* clfewhere. when now an exile in the Wilderncls, bis Soul thirfters,

and his flefh longeth for God so fee bis power and bis glory as he -

bad [zen bim in the [anciuary, Pfal. 63.1,2. 10s a choice mercy -

highly to be prized and earncfily to be thirfted after all our days

to dwell in Gods boufé, and peaceably to enjoy his Ordinances in -

the fan@uary..  But that’s notall that a David or any of hjs Spirit

fecks after and takes up with. He defires togo into, yea to dwell -

in tbe Temple, but it is to enquite after God, and to meet with
Chrift there (as God was wont tomeet with Ifael at the door of

the Tabernacle, and at the mercy-feat ) so fee bispower and gloryin g,y 29. 1. -
the [an&uary, not with the Difciples to gaze on the goodly out- 55, 22" "
ward @rudure and Ornaments of the Temple, no nor {o much to Mark 13.1. -.
be taken with the folemn and ftately outward worfhipand fervice

of it.(which in its coftly and precious Veflels, and other Wtenfils, -

the lutre of the Pricfts Vefiments, and the royal found of (o
N ’ ) many .
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--many Trumpets over their Sacrifices was very magnificent, and ¢
part of the Beawty of Hblinefs which the Scripture often fpeaks of
(which yet the more fimple but more fpiritual form and order of

2Cor.3.9.  Gofpcl-worthip far exceeds in glory) bat it’s the power and pre-
fence of Chrift in them that excecds both that and this and all -
with a truc Golpel Spirit. The Gold gliftered, but it was the 4=
tar that [andified the Gold, and it was Chrift that fan@ified the
Altar, that fan&@ificth and bleflechall, and which in all and above
all moft precious Ordinances a fan&ificd heart moft highly pri-
zeth and molt carneftly looks and fecks after, and in comparifon
of which. (asthe Apofile here) accoumts all aslofs and dung.
1. All outward Excellencies. 2. All Birth-right-Privileges.
3. The enjoyment of all Church-Ordinances. And fourthly,
All Perfonal moral qualifications which the Apoftle expreficth in
thofe woids : )
V.s. 6.
Ka7& péuoy aeioai@, nala {iiror Jidxmr 78y "Exxanaiar, xale dixarso-
alruy T v viue 9eréun@ dususl1G- '
Ar towching the Law, [or the order and Religion of my [ill] o
Pharifee : Concerning zeal, perfecwting the Chyrch, touching the
righteon[nefs which is in the law, blamelefs. )

St. Mavies N which three expreflions the Apoftle proceeds further, and ri-
Mey13.1660. § feth higher in his comparing of all things with Cbrift, and
inive 9 Preferring him before themall.  The foregoing Privileges, that
wdrla dvg- he was circumcifed, an Ifraelite, a Benjamite, an Hcbrew were
aigf]e 1, 3dp 1. More common to him with others, 2. More external, as
;;?'Z'g"s;‘ﬂ‘g pointing at his relation to othess, and what he had from others.
&c. Chryfoft. 3+ Or if more inward and innate, yet more natural, and having
inlocum.  lefs of his willand choice in them. Bat thefe of his being by his
Poftquam de chofen Profcffion a Pharifee, and (o zealons and mnblameable, were
ﬁ::(:r:’sl‘?;:; contrarily 1. More proper and peculiar, and perfonal to him-
nunc defcen-  f€lf. 2. More inward and exprefling the frame of his mind. And
ditad dotes Thirdly, More voluntary and of his own choice, 7a 7%¢ éavls
{?"m”’ "f"."‘ xesusgiaums, as Chryfoftom expreflcth it, gwe funt proprie electionis,
Eltis VC:.un. ideogs plus babere videntur commendationis, of his own more free
laudavitfe 3 Elc@ion, and therefore matter of greater Commendation.
genere,v. 6.2 And in thefe you may obferve this gradation.
proprio ftudic " 5, [n thefe words as tomching the law,a Pharifee,and it Being (as
g‘agg: go]rt" he elfewhere telleth us, A&. 26. 5.) dreBssdTn digsars, the ac-
3 Lapide. “ curateftand Qri@ctt Sed of the Jewith Religion: he telleth yhou
. tnat
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